
Although, I hear Dave Murry 
has forecasted some summer 
like days for us in October!  I 
do enjoy living were we do 
get to experience ALL four 
seasons; but particularly en-
joy Spring and Fall.  Think it’s 
the change in the air, a bit 
more crisp and a different set 
of colors.  October also brings 
my favorite sport, hockey – 
LGB!   
 

Important info from the Sep-
tember Board Meeting – 
Please take time to review:  
 

Board Members - Unfortu-
nately, it is rare that we have 
a quorum during a meeting.  
This not only delays progress, 
but is also unfair to those 
that were at the meeting – 
that their time was wasted.   
We try to hold a board meet-
ing for October and Novem-
ber AFTER the business meet-
ing.  SO if you are a board 
member – PLEASE be sure to 
stick around.   Reminder: 
ONLY one person from each 
committee team is/needs to 
attend.  It’s super important 
for those that are voting 
board members.  Those com-
mittees include: Finance, Leg-
islation, Networking & Educa-
tion.  We can generally knock 
out business in 30 minutes AS 
long as we stay on task. 
Holiday Auction - Captains are 
needed to keep on point and 

to guarantee a successful 
auction.  Looking for some-
one to head up the following:  
Food/Appetizers, Assign Pad-
dles/Pay, Ticket Sales.  THANK 
you to Donna Plocher for cap-
taining the desserts and Mi-
chelle Hagen for organizing 
the auction items! 
Holiday Auction – WOULD 
LIKE TO TARGET 75 in ticket 
sales – would LOVE 100, but 
will base the budget on 75 
attendees.  Please put this on 
your calendar and be sure to 
share with your family and 
friends.  You’ll find the flyer 
following AND will have a 
Facebook event page on our 
FB page. 
WOMEN in BUSINESS WEEK – 
October 17-23 – there are sev-
eral activities planned for the 
week.  Hoping everyone can 
attend at least one of the 
events.  17th Proclamation @ 
7P City Hall.  Cocktails after-
wards!  18th House Tour 
meeting @5:30P Lisa Sauer’s 
office then dinner at Flanni-
gan’s, 19th Breakfast at 9th 
Street Café – 8A – space has 
been reserved.  20th – scrap-
booking @6:30P – Chamber 
Building. 
Girls Night Out at HSHS St. 
Joe’s – Highland, October 
26th, 5-8P.  Will need some 
assistance for our table 
space.  If you haven’t already, 

please contact me if you’re 
able to take an hour.   I will 
get more details regarding 
the event; speakers, top-
ics, etc. 
 

If you have any questions 
pertaining to any activity, 
program or meeting – 
please be sure to ask.   IF 
you have a comment, con-
cern, suggestion, etc. be 
sure to share. Let’s keep 
that open line of communi-
cation open!  This IS the 
only way we will know to 
work on something that 
might need a tweak, start 
a program that is really 
needed – but didn’t realize 
or just know we need to 
show care to someone 
that might be going 
through something good, 
bad or sad.  
 

Every possibility begins 
with the courage to  
imagine –  Susie  

 

The Highlander  

The Highlander 

2016-17 Officers  

President 

Susie Dewaele 

  

Secretary 

Donna Plocher  

 

Treasurer 

Lisa Sauer  

Prez  Message 1 

Networking 2 

Finance/Education 3 

Put THIS on your 
Calendar 

4 

Collections  
Department/

Birthday’s  

5 

September Meeting 
Minutes 

6 

Next Meeting 7 

Inside this issue: 

 

October 2016  

Highland Business Women’s Club 

 



NETWORKING COMMITTEE 

 
 “Where do we enroll in 

Life 101? Where are 

the classes dealing with 

the loss of a job, the 

death of a loved one, the 

failure of a relationship? 

Unfortunately, those 

lessons are mostly 

learned through trial by 

fire and the school of 

hard knocks.” 

― Les Brown  
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Kids Zone at Street Art Fest – Thanks to all members who helped with the Kids Zone 

September 9 – Suzette Schniers, Kathy Clark-Eller, Michelle Hagen & daughter Nicole, 

Janet Nicolaides,  Donna Plocher, Marlene Scholl, Margaret Bennett, Susie Dewaele,  

Lisa Sauer, & Jen Libbra.  In addition, Paula recruited her family – daughter Jennifer, 

granddaughters Molly & Maggie, and Molly’s boyfriend Kyle!!      

We had 75 kids register to do chalk art on the sidewalk, and 100 plus do the craft pro-

jects -    Silly Birds & Fire-Breathing Dragon made from toilet paper rolls, a Wise Owl 

made from a brown paper bag, Airplanes made with snap clothespins & craft sticks, and 

marble art using marbles and paint.  As always, the kids loved them! 

Most of the supplies needed were donated, but we did have to purchase a few things that 

weren’t.  Thanks to all who saved toilet paper rolls for us!  We had plenty – with some 

left over for future years.    The Bounce House/Slide is always a big hit.  We took in 

$340 ($1/turn or $8/all day stamp) plus $36 in our Donation Jar.  (The Chamber of 

Commerce pays to rent the Bounce House, so this money goes to them.)   We have re-

ceived many good comments from the Chamber (and others) on our Kids Zone. It 

seems we always provide a good time for the kiddos – thanks to YOU!!!  
 

Harvest Days – Unfortunately the first two days (Friday and Saturday) were rained out 

– but they went on as scheduled on Sunday.  Thanks to those who volunteered as tour 

guides in the house on Sunday.  The Historical Society always appreciate our assistance.   
 

She’s a Winner!  Jen Libbra brought a guest/prospective member to the September 

meeting & received a Lottery ticket for her efforts.  Jen’s guest was Amy Kloss.  She is a 

former teacher but now works for The Tin Shed.  Thanks Jen for bringing Amy.  We 

hope she has decided to join our group. 
 

Illinois Women in Business Week – October 17-14  

To kick off this special week, the Mayor will sign a special proclamation for us at the Oc-

tober 17 City Council Meeting.  Members are encouraged to attend.  The meeting starts 

at 7:00 pm at  City Hall, and the Proclamation will be one of the first things on the 

agenda.  Once it is read, signed, presented to us for a photo op, we will be free to leave.  

We’d like to see a big group in attendance to support all working women!  How about it 

– will you join us? 
 

And there’s more……The Board has several other things planned for us during our spe-

cial week which are mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter.  Check them out and plan to 

join in the fun! 

 

Paula, Muriel, Jen, & Kathy 



Mark your calendars to attend the November meeting on Monday, November 14th at 

Cabinet Gallery.  November 15th is America Recycles Day, a day that was created to raise 

awareness of the importance of recycling and buying recycled projects.  Therefore, we 

have invited Luke Harris with Highland Recycling to be our speaker.  Luke's presentation will 

briefly touch on services that the company has to offer and then focus on confidential 

shredding.  Some of the topics that will be covered are: what to look for in hiring a  

shredding company, the difference between a certified and non-certified provider, where 

the paper goes after it is shredded, and compliance with HIPPA and other laws relevant to 

businesses who collect credit card information.  It  should be a very informative session.  

Go to their website, www.highlandrecycling.com for additional information on services that 

the company offers.    
 

Additionally, come hungry for a Thanksgiving like feast , our meal for the 

evening will be catered by Urban Farmhouse and will include roasted  

turkey breast, mashed potatoes, green beans, salad, bread and 

cookies.  The cost for dinner is $13 per person and RSVP's will be  

needed by Friday Nov. 11th (to Margaret).     
 

Thanks!, Pat & Michell  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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 PICKLES (Parents Involving Children, Keeping Literacy, and Encouraging Self-Advancement) is 

a new Parent Book Club, designed for parents with children in grades 1 and 2, beginning at 

Latzer Memorial Library very soon.  The dates of the program are as follows:  October 6, Octo-

ber 13, October 20, November 3, November 10, and November 17 from 6-7 p.m. each Thurs-

day.  The time is 6:30-7:30 p.m. (October 27 is Parent/Teacher Conferences; there will be no 

Book Club that evening.)  The parents will be reading and discussing the book, Dear Parents 

From Your Child’s Loving Teacher for 30 minutes. The children of the parents participating in 

the Book Club will be offered a special story time and activity during those same 30 minutes.  

Each evening, for the second half of the hour, the parents and children will join together to 

work on a literacy activity together. 

     IFBW has partnered together with the school and the library by supporting this endeavor 

with Book Club hostesses.  These hostesses will greet parents, ensure the safety of the children, 

be a pair of extra hands to aid the storyteller with the children, and set out the small provided 

snack such as a bag of fruit snacks.  This role is the key to making the evenings run smoothly for 

the 11 parents and 11 children that are currently signed up for this activity.  There will be a 

teacher on duty with the parents, and another teacher on duty with the kids in addition to the 

storyteller. 

     Would you consider being a Book Hostess? Book Hostesses should arrive around 6:15 p.m.  

Please let Donna know if this is something that may interest you. 

Donna Plocher 

618-979-7983 (text or call) or email:  dplocher@highlandcusd5.org 

Education Committee 
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HSHS billboard and our very own 

Home Tour Meeting – 10/4 & 10/18 5:30P @ Lisa 
Sauer’s office  

Business Meeting – Recognition & Awards Eve-
ning, 10/10 @ Popeye’s  
(finalize menu next week) 

Women in Business Week – 10/17-23 
10/17 Proclamation – 7P  
10/18 House Tour mtg –Dinner at Flanigan’s 
10/19 Breakfast @9th St – 8A 
10/20 Scrapbook @ Chamber, 6:30P.   
Contacted the Lory Theater about movies for this week 
–they are unable to schedule that far out.  

Board Meeting – October 24, 6P – Kevin’s Edward 
Jones Office**Please read the article regarding 
Board Meetings.  

Girls Night Out – 10/26, 5-8P @ St. Joe’s – we will 

have a table there 
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The following members need to get out their checkbooks and write 2 checks:   

$35 payable to IFBWC and $9 payable to Highland IFBW: 
 

  Kristy Book  Carla Roeper Kathy Schneider  Sally Raeber 
   

If you prefer to pay your state dues on line, no problem!  Just follow the prompts on 

your electronic invoice from the state or log in to the website, and it will lead you 

through a series of steps.  You can either pay with a credit card or thru PayPal, if you 

already have an account. 
 

I am not sure who will be collecting dues this year, so for now, send them to me, Kathy 

Eller, 300 Jackson Lane, Trenton, IL  62293, or give them to me at June’s meeting.  If 

you need me to pick them up, give me a call (920-0660), and we will arrange a time 

that is mutually convenient. 

 Birthdays  
Mary Ann Gould   2 

Jenn Libbra  12 

Pat Stern         

16  

We’re on Facebook! 
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Highland IFBW 

General Meeting Minutes 

Date:  September 12, 2016 

 

Welcome:  Dr. Pam Gronemeyer and Susie Dewaele   Jennifer Libra introduced her guest, Amy Kloss. 
Dr. Pam Gronemeyer, from the Legislative committee, led our meeting, beginning at 6:28 p.m. 
Dinner and Program:  Dinner was prepared by Quiznos.  Alan Dunstan, Democratic County Board Chairman, 
presented a State of Madison County address that was quite informative. 
 
Business Meeting:  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. 
Minutes:   Joyce Zerban motioned that the minutes be approved.  Eunice Hediger seconded the motion. 
 
Correspondence:  The Band sent an invitation to support their Cow Bingo on the Square in September.  His 
Kids sent an appeal to support their work.  The great work this organization has done over time was acknowl-
edged. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was filed for audit. 

It was noted that the Highland Chamber of Commerce settled a printing bill very fairly for the IFBW. 
 
Committees: 
Finance:  No report 
Education:  No report 
Legislation:  Register to vote if you have not already done so. Online registration is available.  Remember, you 
may vote early if you need this option.   
Networking:  Muriel will be colleting Adopt-A-Family information. 
The Kids’ Corner at the Street Fair was very fun!  The Chamber put a shout out to our IFBW in their event bro-
chure for helping keep the kids entertained!!!  The Chamber rents the Bounce House for $200.  We give them all 
of the profit of course.  Maybe next year we would want to find a supplier for the supplies needed for Kids’ Cor-
ner.  Walmart and Journal Printing aided us this year.  IFBW bought a few things. 
Foundation:  No report. 
Choices:  The Reality Store is September 23.  PILLARS at the Middle School are willing to help make this pro-
gram a success. 
Library:  Little Book Houses, with potentially Moose support, could be built with the support of the Highland 
High School builders who are willing to pitch in. 

 
Old Business:  The storage shed must be cleaned out before October 1, or we will have to pay.  Please help 
clean out the shed.   Nomination forms are available in the folder for the Recognition and Awards event at Pop-
eye’s in St. Rose on October 10.  The applications need to be submitted as soon as possible. 
Home Tour:  The next meeting will be Tuesday, September 20.  The homes are being secured for the tour.  The 
Twilight Holiday Home Tour will be held on Saturday, December 3, 2016 from 4-8 p.m.  The meeting dates will 
be in the newsletter.  Holiday Auction will have a Charlie Brown theme and be held at Windows on Broadway 
on December 10.  Directory:  This will be emailed very soon. 
 
New Business:  Business Week activities  The ideas include an evening a scrapbooking, City Council event (3rd 
Monday in October), Business After Hours Happy Hour, a dinner, and a breakfast.  More details will follow 
soon. 
 
Happy Times:  Janet is a great grandma!  Paula’s granddaughter, Molly, graduated from college.  Susie’s grand-
daughter is 3 months old!  Dr. Pam had a great vacation.  We also celebrated a great speaker for the evening!!! 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Plocher 



NEXT MEETING 

November 14, 2016 

6:30 P.M.  

CABINET GALLERY  
 

Cabinet Gallery is located at 

205 Madison Street—Highland 

(down the road from Korte Meats)  
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