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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Dear Members, 

At Post-Convention Board in April, I introduced to the Executive 
Committee, the Board, and all members in attendance, three 
focus issues for 2015-2016. Here is an update on our progress in 
relationship to those issues: 

1) Increase membership by 20% 

Kicked off B1+1 Membership Drive 

Requested that all locals accept this membership goal for the local as well 

Local presidents receive monthly membership reports of pending renewals 

Networking Committee and several members of the Executive Committee split the 
locals up     between them for follow-up with members who needed to renew 

President sends welcome email to new members and to sponsors (if that info is 
provided) 

Locals have recruited 17 new members; however, current membership stands at 
296, four members below our baseline of 300 on April 30, 2015. 

2) Create an active, constant, and current presence in social media 

Sent RFP to 3 Marketing/Public Relations firms 

Awarded contract to ThinkTank, who provided the most professional response 
which included the most deliverables 

Currently, IFBW has active accounts in Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Google+. 

Locals can send information and pictures electronically for posting to either Kathy 
Clark-Eller or Sharon Sanders. 

3) Collaborate with the Strategic Long Range Planning Committee to develop a 5 year plan 
for the long term sustainability and growth of IFBW. 

First survey regarding mission and programs completed in July by 67 members; 
summary information published on our website and sent to the Executive 
Committee and SLRP for discussion/action. 

Second survey regarding member demographics completed in September by 77 
members; summary information published on our website and disseminated 
to the appropriate people for discussion/action. 

SLRP will use information from both surveys to make recommendations to the 
Board and to the general membership. 
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PRESIDENT ELECT 

My President-Elect year is moving with lightning speed!  I have been privileged to visit with the Coles County, 
Effingham County, Crawford County, Mt. Vernon, Paris and Clinton local organizations.  I will then be traveling to 
Rantoul for their December meeting.    The Coles County local is taking this year to evaluate what they are going to do 
with their local, because their membership has declined.  I attended the first of some events they have planned for the 
year to see if there is interest and excitement in revitalizing the organization.  This event was a small but lively 
discussion with the Coles County Sheriff.  Their next meeting is going to feature the medical wellness director from 
Sarah Bush Lincoln who is very well known and popular in the community, speaking on women’s health issues.  
Effingham County is also facing similar issues.  They are considering setting up quarterly events of interest to the 
community, and finding a way to work together with other local women’s organizations to the benefit of all concerned.   
I was honored to be asked to make a speech at the Crawford County program honoring outstanding business women in 
their community.  It was a special evening in honor of women from a variety of businesses who are also leaders in 
charitable endeavors.  This local also participates and sponsors other community events, such as the Christmas Tour of 
homes.  Mt. Vernon has been fortunate to establish an excellent relationship with their local newspaper, and had a six 
page insert in celebration of Business Women’s Week.  They are also active in community events, such as the pumpkin 
carving and decorating contest, and a candidate forum for the Mt. Vernon City Council.  They also have two scholarship 
funds, one for graduating seniors, and one for women returning to school.  Paris is also a local with a good working 
relationship with their local newspaper.  They received a resolution in honor of Business Women’s Week from the Paris 
City Council and also conducted a seminar and vendor event on October 20.   They have also sponsored other program 
meetings and seminars.  Both Paris and Clinton have joined their local chambers of commerce, and have volunteered in 
events sponsored by those respective chambers.  Clinton has also been active in their community, not only in the 
annual Apple and Pork Festival, but also working together with the VFW on special holiday events, and in support of 
the local domestic violence shelter. 

PRESIDENT CONTINUED... 

The biggest disappointment for me is the current membership number.  While the door is open for members coming 
in, it remains open for members leaving.  The joy of recruiting 17 new members since April 30th is shadowed by the loss 
of 21 in that same timeframe.  Please do something as a local to encourage your members to renew.  If you sponsored 
a member and she is choosing not to renew, find out why, and pass that information to your Executive Committee. 

Our social media accounts are alive and well.  Please share our Facebook posts and retweet our Twitter tweets, so that 
we can expand our audience to include your friends and contacts.  I love seeing pictures of your events posted on our 
accounts – our locals have some really interesting and fun events and programs.  This is the kind of information that 
will attract attention and build our membership. 

And finally, I know that SLRP has a big job; however, I think the survey data will make that job somewhat easier.  We 
need to move this organization in the direction our membership wishes to go.  I am looking forward to seeing the rec-
ommendations that they develop and present. 

The year is half over, and I want to thank all of you for your support.  It takes a lot of people to make this organization 
successful, and I am humbled by the strength of your commitment to IFBW.  Let’s keep working together to make IFBW 
stronger. 

 

Best Wishes for safe and happy holidays, 

President 
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PRESIDENT ELECT continued... 

In my home local of Champaign-Urbana we kicked off Business Women’s Week with a resolution from the Champaign 
County Board, and a new member open house featuring guest speaker Allison Austin.  I am proud to report that my 
home local of Champaign-Urbana has one new member, one in the works, and the possibility of a third new member! 

It has been inspiring to hear from all of these locals about the programs and events they are doing, and the enthusiasm 
they have for the Federation.   We have had a great exchange of ideas about both retention and recruitment of new 
members.   Greater use of social media is definitely of interest to our members, along with ideas of how to work with 
other womens’ organizations in our local communities to support ideas and events of mutual interest, and to help us 
all build our membership.   There is interest in the sponsorship of candidates for the Outstanding Working Woman of 
Illinois at our state convention, and attendance at the state convention.  I have and continue to encourage all of our 
locals to submit articles and photos from all of their great activities and events to Tina Klein, not only for our Illinois 
Bulletin, but also for the Illinois Federation website. 

I have also enjoyed working with our convention co-chairs, Susie and Lisa, as we prepare for state convention in my 
home town in April.   These special ladies are working on events and programs that I am sure you will enjoy! 

I am excited by the progress of our organization and energized by my visits with all of you.  You are a special group of 
women that I am also privileged to call my friends. 

 

Susan W. McGrath ~ President-Elect 

SECRETARY 

As your state Secretary, one of the pleasurable duties that I have is sending birthday cards to Past Presidents. I do not 
think of this as a superfluous task, but rather a way to remember and honor those women who have volunteered to 
support our causes and committed time and talents to IFBWC. They have sustained our organization as President and 
usually as many other officers and committee chairs and deserve our continued thanks for their commitment. (Besides 
it is more fun than writing up the many convention motions we had last year!) 

I would encourage members to run for Secretary. It is a way to learn more about the work our officers and Board do all 
year. It takes some time, but is not too difficult. So please step up in 2015-2016 and run for office. 

Sylvia Mahle, IFBWC Secretary 

 

Sylvia Mahle, Secretary 



Winter Edition Page 4 Page 4 Illinois Bulletin 

TREASURER 
It seems like convention was just a few weeks ago; I do not know where the 1st half of the 2015/2016 year 
has gone.  Being my second year as Treasurer, things seem to be going more smoothly this year and I have 
already begun to put together a checklist for my successor!!  
 
One item that I have on my checklist is to follow-up with the former Region Directors.  Each of the Regions 
have a Federal ID Number and a filing requirement with the IRS.  Therefore, we need to notify the IRS once 
those organizations are no longer operating.  If you have already disbursed the remaining funds and have 
closed the checking account, please let me know and I will take care of notifying the IRS accordingly.   
 
Thanks to everyone who filed the Form 990N prior to the 10/15 due date.  As of Oct. 15th there were still 6 
LOs who had not filed (or the IRS website had not been updated).  I will continue to monitor and make sure 
all filings are completed. 

As I mentioned last year, there are 5 LOs that have lost their tax-exempt status.  Therefore, those LOs are not able to 
file a Form 990N.   In order to have their tax-exempt status re-instated, a Form 1023 needs to be completed and a 
$400 filing fee must be submitted.  Several years ago there was a simplified process that did not require the fee, but 
the simplified process no longer applies.  Rantoul LO has filed the 1023, but then ran into issues with the IRS re-
questing additional documentation that wasn’t available or relevant.  At Interim Board Rantoul announced that they 
have successfully completed the process and are now back in good standing with the IRS!!  Congratulations to Ran-
toul LO!!!  

Just a reminder that members can pay dues in a variety of way.  Here are a few suggestions: 
 
Member can pay the Local Treasurer both State and LO dues.   
 

The Local Treasurer can mail a check and paperwork to IFBWC P.O. Box 1174, Springfield, IL 62705-1174.  
The dues renewal form can be found at www.ifbwc.org.  Once you log in, choose the menu to the 
right of Membership, hover over Members-only section, Downloads and click on Forms & Manuals.  
Under Forms there is a Dues Renewal Form that will open in pdf format.  Please sent this form along 
with the dues. 

The Local Treasurer can also use a debit card and pay the dues through PayPal.  You do not have to have 
a PayPal account to pay dues through PayPal.  You just need a debit or credit card. 
 

The Member can pay the State dues through PayPal or by mailing the renewal form to the P.O. Box (PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL  62705-1174) and then pay the Local separately for the local level dues.  

Note:  If you mail the payment through the P.O. Box, you will receive notices that your membership 
dues are outstanding from Wild Apricot until I update your records.  This may take 3 to 4 weeks 
from the time you mail the payment.    

Lastly, attached to the IB is the copy of the amended budget that was approved at Interim Board.  
This information as well as the current financial statements can also be found on the website under 
the member’s only section. Please feel free to contact me anytime at treasurer@ifbwc.org with ques-
tions or comments.  

Thanks! 

Michelle Hagen  
IFBWC Treasurer 

http://www.ifbwc.org
mailto:treasurer@ifbwc.org
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE 
By now hopefully everyone has noticed our improved presence on social media.  Since contracting with Think 
Tank PR, Marketing and Design we have increased our Facebook followers to 271 and we have 1,005 follow-
ing on Twitter.  In addition Think Tank has just started our Instagram, Google+ and LinkedIn accounts.  They 
have been posting daily and interacting with users on behalf of IFBW on all our social media accounts.   

Here’s How You Can Help:   

 Follow IFBW on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn! 

 Like, share and comment on IFBW statuses!  

 Share the pages with your friends and ask them to follow our page! 

 Please, please, please send photos and events so we can share them! 

Please follow up on the membership lists that have been sent out and help us retain our current member-
ship.  Sharon and I are open to any suggestions the membership may have for retention as well as attracting 
new members.   Please join us by being a member (B1) and recruiting a member (+1)! 

 

Sharon Sanders, Co-Chair    Patty Brough, Co-Chair 

Sks502003@yahoo.com s   pbrough@ruralcommail.com 

618-775-6397 Home     618-533-3051 Home 

618-267-6216 Cell     618-322-7886 Cell 

Finance Committee 

Everything on the financials appears to be in order and much as expected.  I know Michelle worked very hard 
to get us the October figures in time for Interim Board and our 2014-2015 report from the CPA has been pre-
sented. 

I’m very pleased to see the reduction in expenses for the compilation and Federal 990, and we are preview-
ing a new method of recording our meetings which will bring our expenses for convention into line with our 
attendance. 

Federation Investment income is on target. 

The budget changes we approved at Interim are due to actions taken after the budget was presented last 
spring,  and to new opportunities that I hope will help us continue into the future. 

 

Good job everyone! 

Carla Tucker  
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LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

Model Bylaws are on the website with the new updates that were voted on at Interim Board.  We have also 

extended the deadline to February 17, 2016.  Please submit your bylaws to tinaKL31@gmail.com. 

The templates are on the website for you to use as a guide to contact your representative.  You don’t even 

have to log into the website, just go to http://www.ifbwc.org/era.  All the information is there at your 

fingertips. 

Tina Klein and Amanda Spade ~ Legislation Committee Co-Chairs 

 

 

ERA UPDATE 

There are currently two federal bills we should be pushing regarding ERA.  S.J.Res15 and H.J.Res 51 are 
identical bills which eliminate the time limit for ratification of the equal rights Amendment.  The senate bill is 
cosponsored by both of Illinois senators Durbin and Kirk and was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.  The house bill is cosponsored by 111 representatives, unfortunately all DEMOCRATS but of 
those only 7 of the Illinois representatives.  As of June 16th, Illinois Representatives cosponsoring the house 
bill are Bustos, Foster, Gutierrez, Kelly, Quiqley, Rush and Schakowsky.  The house bill (as of 6/1/15) was 
referred to the Committee on the Constitution and Civil Justice.  Since being assigned to committee, Tammy 
Duckworth (IL 8) and Danny Davis  (IL 7) have signed onto the H.J.Res 51. 

During the coming weeks, it is imperative that we write letters to the editors of all major papers in Illinois 
with this information and urge our elected representatives to sign onto this house bill and to move it 
forward.   It is necessary that we educate all our local area citizens regarding these bills and have them 
contact their elected reps to encourage passage as well.  Only when we make enough noise to get their 
attention, will this issue be moved forward. 

Equal Rights for all is NOT a women’s issue;  it is a FAMILY Issue!   .  Similarly, the issue is not a democratic or 
republican issue either despite the fact that only 1 u.s. senator (Kirk) has signed on to support the issue and 
not one of the many republican representatives have. 

 Our elected officials need to hear not only from the females they are obligated to represent but from the 
many males who also feel it is time for this issue to be completed.  Encourage direct contact with all federally 
elected Illinois senators and representatives asking them to support these bills and to vote them into being 
this session.   

There has been no movement in the Illinois house or senate and there will NOT be until enough individuals 

contact their elected officials and encourage them to support this issue.  Once that has occurred, 

Representative Lang will once again introduce a bill to have it passed in Illinois.  Ladies, this issue is the most 

important plank of our legislative platform and should receive your utmost attention to have it passed so we 

can drop it from a platform which has been the same for far too long. 

Emily Battin ~ ERA Representative 
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OWWI  
As a previous recipient of this award, I am happy and proud to serve as Chair this year. 

The Outstanding Working Women of Illinois Award, sponsored by the Illinois Federation of Business 
Women’s Clubs, is the most prestigious award given by our Federation and one of the highest honors 
available to working women in Illinois. 

The OWWI Award gives us all the opportunity to recognize and honor outstanding working women in our 
community and in our state.   As active working women, we all know women who could and should be 
nominated for this award – but we just don’t take the time to sit down and actually submit a nomination.  
Let’s change all that! 

Any individual or organization in Illinois may submit a nomination for this award.  One or more recipients will 
be selected and presented at the IFBW State Convention in Champaign on April 23, 2016. 

I encourage every member and local to give this Award some thought – bring it up at your local meeting, look 
around your community, and decide to nominate someone deserving of this award! 

All of the information for this Award can be found on IFBW’s website.  Please take the time to pull it up and 
review it.    I want to call your attention to a change in criteria made at Interim Board held November 14, 
2015, regarding the Legislative Platform.  Applicants no longer are required to support our Legislative 
Platform (page 7) – but they are required to acknowledge they have read it and agree not to speak against it. 

Applications are due February 19, 2016.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 
618/654-3647, or email me at paula.redman@hotmail.com. 

I look forward to receiving several nominations this year, 

Paula Redman, OWWI Chair  

Convention Chair  
The 2016 convention will be held April22-24, 2016 at the Hawthorn Inn and Suites in Champaign, IL. 
Plans are well underway for speakers and programs as well as some special events for our weekend. 
 
We, the Convention Chairs, are fortunate that our host city is the home to the Champaign-Urbana LO. 
We have a lot of great leaders so we can provide a fantastic event. 
 
As I shared in the Convention budget review-"butts in seats". 
 
Susie Dewaele 

convention Co-Chair 

mailto:paula.redman@hotmail.com
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Leadership Development 
 

Ok ladies it is time to prepare your locals for the YP/YC Speakoff… 

I will be emailing all local presidents the information for this year's competition no later than December 1st. 
This will include the selected topics along with the revised PLD Guidebook, judges score sheets and other 
petinent information.  All of this can also be found on the IFBWC website.  

Please recruit your candidates over the next 3 months. I am extending the deadlines this year to February 
since we don't have Region competitions to prepare for. I will provide the deadline dates in your email 
packets. 

It was brought to my attention that the requirement for candidates to sign the legislative platform had 
detoured some people from participating. At Interim board this requirement was revised to simply sign an 
agreement to not speak against our platform...I hope this will open the door for more potential candidates! 

If anyone has any questions, or ideas on how to make this a more successful program, please let me know! I 
can be reached by phone or email anytime. 

 

 
2015-2016 Leadership Development (LD) Speak-Off 

Speech Topics 

1. If you could choose 1 woman in history (living or deceased) to have a conversation with, who would it be 

and why? 

2. Who do you consider to be the most influential woman in your life and why? 

3. What characteristics do you feel are important in a female leader? 

4. What role do you feel Fine Arts play in the development of a young woman’s self esteem? 

5. What lessons in history have you learned from the outstanding women who led before us? 

The IFBW Mission Statement and the IFBW Legislative Platform are available on the IFBW Web site at 

www.ifbwc.org.  Speeches are to be four minutes in length. No props are allowed and all Speak off 

Representatives will be required to remain at the podium when speaking. For additional information, please 

see the 2013-2014 IFBW Leadership Development (PLD) Speak-Off Competition Guidelines as posted on the 

Web site.  

 

Sasha Gray  ~ PLD Chair 
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Leadership:  Answer the Call 
In Sheryl Sandberg’s # 1 national best-selling book, Lean In, she asks the question and follows it up with a 
statement:  “What would I do if I weren’t afraid?  And then go do it.” 

I challenge you to ask yourself that question in reference to the issue of leadership in IFBWC. 

IFBWC is an organization of women helping women.  We are advocates for professional and personal growth, 
leadership development and participation, equity and economic self-sufficiency for working women through 
education, legislation and networking. 

Yet, every year, we struggle to find members who are willing to step up and lead our organization. 

We all know that women in leadership roles will make this a better world, and according to Sandberg, 
“Conditions for women will improve when there are more women in leadership roles giving strong and 
powerful voice to their needs and concerns”. 

She, of course, is referring to women in leadership positions in the workplace.  However, there is no better 
way to gain self-confidence and experience in leading than taking on an officer’s or standing chair’s 
responsibilities at the state level.  You can learn all about running a not-for-profit, and you gain experience in 
planning, delegating, and leading by influence. 

What is stopping you from saying YES to an executive committee position?  Are you afraid of failing?  Do you 
think you are too young?  Too old?  Not enough time? This organization provides opportunities to grow 
personally and professionally in a safe and nurturing environment.  You can learn from the experience of 
others, and we all know that we find time for our priorities. 

If you are looking for an opportunity to lead in a low risk environment with plenty of seasoned advisors, then 
say YES when asked to serve next year.  Chair of Nominations Amanda Spade and President-Elect Susan 
McGrath are looking to build a strong leadership team for 2016-2017. 

The more women help each other grow and develop, the more we help ourselves. 

President, Kathy Clark-Eller  

Chair of Nominations 
 

Come one, come all and answer the call for amazing, empowered leaders! 

With cooler weather upon us, thoughts at this time of year turn to holiday celebrations, gift giving and curl-

ing up on the couch with a glass of wine and a good book.  I hope you will also consider giving yourself and 

your organization a gift that will keep giving for years to come-the gift of stepping into a role as an empow-

ered leader in IFBWC.  I will be reaching out into our membership in the coming months and will be asking 

about the many talents and gifts you have to share with our vibrant membership and growing organization.  

Whether you have been a part of the leadership with IFBWC in the past or new to the organization, I believe 

that we all have something to give to help ensure a bright future to IFBWC.  Keep an eye on your inbox, look 

for colorful envelopes in your “old fashioned inbox” and answer my calls from a #217 area code as I begin the 

process of looking for nominees for our leadership roles and committee chairs.  This a year of change, chal-

lenge and opportunity so let’s embrace it, grow with it and go with it! 

Amanda Spade ~ Chair of Nominations 
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Celia M Howard Fellowship Fund 
The Celia M. Howard Fellowship Committee was happy to honor ten recipients at our annual luncheon held 
in April at the Drury Inn in Mt Vernon.  This year’s recipients are:  Sarah A. Miranti from the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute; Shalyn L. Caulley, Sheeroz Kamran, Tatiana Oriaikhi, Hannah Reed Brennan, Kathleen 
Alexandra Karayannis, Ashley Elizabeth Altobella and Alexandra S. Gecas from the University of Illinois 
College of Law; and finally Emily Elizabeth Scott and Hannah Elizabeth Fitter from the Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy.   The guest speaker at the luncheon was David Yepsen, Director of the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute. 

Letters of recommendation for this year’s applications have started to arrive.  Interest in our Fellowship as 
always is high.  Applications for the 2016-2017 academic year are due to me by November 15, 2105. 

I would encourage you to consider inviting our current recipients as speakers for your local meetings.  They 
are very appreciative of the assistance we have given them and are more than willing to share with you how 
it has impacted their lives.  Please contact me for contact information for the recipients. 

Current committee members are:  Fayrene Wright Chair; Tina Klein, Vice Chair; Cindy Heflin, Secretary; 
Lorraine Tyson; Linda Johnson; Deb Walker; Barb Crowder;  State President, Kathy Clark-Eller; Education 
Chair, Sasha Gray; and Networking Co-Chairs, Patty Brough or Sharon Sanders.  (Their representative to our 
Committee has yet to be determined.)   Fellowship Trustees are Pat McNicholas, Chris LaFrance and Barb 
Yong  President-Elect, Susan McGrath, serves as an ex-officio member of the committee. 

 

Fayrene Wright - Chair 

Golden Book of Memories 

As Chair of the Golden Book of Memories, please notify me via: 

          email @ dorris.schroyer@yahoo.com 

           telephone 217-824-8669 or 217-820-8669 

          snail mail @ Dorris Schroyer, 815 3East Bidwell, Taylorville, Il 62568 

of the death of a member of your LO, and please furnish the following information: 

        Full name 

        Obit information  

        Local Organization 

        Offices held  

        Any other personal information or stories you would like to share 

Please also furnish a photo  for our use during our Golden Book of Memories ceremony at State Convention. 

Also, let me know of any special events your LO will celebrate or has celebrated during the year. 

We count on each of you to keep us informed.  We certainly do not want to fail to include anyone.  Any ques-
tions, please let me know.  Thanks so much.  

Dorris Shroyer 

tel:217-824-8669
tel:217-820-8669
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COLES COUNTY 

Coles County Business Women reinstated traditional evening meetings during fall of 2015.  Dinner meetings 
were held in September, October and November at a local restaurant, using a private dining room.  The for-
mat has been relaxed, with speakers interacting with those in attendance instead of just presenting a topic to 
the group.  Each month the number of individuals attending has grown, including a male speaker choosing to 
come the month after he presented.  Topics for the fall included crime, health and food insecurity.  After the 
holidays, the evening meetings will resume for the spring months.  Presenters will be secured for a panel of 
women in local elected positions, as well as someone to present on legal issues most impacting women.  In 
late spring leadership will meet to determine the continuation of the organization.  While the future of CCBW 
is still uncertain, renewed interest in the community has produced renewed energy in the current member-
ship.  In other words, it’s not quite over yet!  

 

Barb Wylie 

Taylorville LO 
The Taylorville LO held their annual Christmas Auction on Thursday, November 12th. There were 135 
members and guests present and over $4200 was raised to the scholarship fund. The LO's Christmas meeting 
will be held in December with the local singing group will be preforming. We wish each member a blessed 
holiday season!  

 

Mellisa,  

Taylorville LO President   
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Champaign-Urbana LO Report 

Activities: 

Prepared and approve a balanced budget. 

Awarded two $750 scholarships to women returning to college. 

Illinois Women in Business Week.  C-U hosted a new member event on Tuesday, October 20th at the 
Hawthorn Suites from 5:30-7:30, with guest speaker Allison Austin, who is the Executive Director of the 
Marion County Housing Authority in Centralia, Illinois.  Because of a sudden change in date to November 6th, 
we were unable to do a group outing to see “Suffragette,” the new movie starring Carey Mulligan, Helena 
Bonham Carter, and Meryl Streep, when the Champaign County League of Women Voters and the Art 
Theatre Coop had a screening of the movie starting at 7 p.m., followed immediately by a panel discussion.  
The movie depicts British suffrage movement leaders of the late 19th and early 20th century, who were 
forced underground to pursue a dangerous game of cat and mouse with an increasingly brutal State. 

We conducted a Terri Lynn Inc. nut sale fundraiser in October. 

Programs: 

Our June guest speakers were Shirley and Walter Splitstoesser talking about their international travels, along 
with useful travel tips they’ve learned over the years.  

Our July guest speaker was Susan Voskuil, who is the Education Program Specialist for the Museum of the 
Grand Prairie.  Her topic was “Dig In: Historical Programming at the Museum of the Grand Prairie,” and she 
brought some of the historical artifacts they have been presenting as part of their summer historical 
archeology series. 

 
We were unable to finalize our guest speaker for September, so I did a presentation on “Could You Survive in 
Wealth?”  There are a lot of hidden rules that people living in the middle class take for granted. We have the 
knowledge to survive in our class, but are probably woefully unprepared to survive in another class. How well 
would you do in another class, if you were suddenly forced to live in poverty, or in wealth? 

Our October guest speaker was Jane Brockway, Vice-President of Wealth Management at the University of 
Illinois Employee Credit Union, speaking on how to be a smarter investor to help reach your long-term goals. 

Our November guest speaker was Dr. Kalika Sarma, Radiation Oncologist, at the Jean Mills Breast Cancer 

Center in Urbana, speaking on “Fact and fiction: the fight against breast cancer.  Dr. Anne Robin was unable 

to speak due to a family health emergency. 

Holly Ewan Nordheden, President  
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CENTRALIA LO 
Centralia Lo has had several interesting programs this fall.  Greg Dodson, Operation Division Commander of 
the Centralia Police Department spoke on his duties and fielded many questions from the membership.  We 
heard a program on “The Fall of the Berlin Wall” from Chris Lyons who personally witnessed the event.  In 
November Melissa Webster of One Hope United gave a fantastic presentation on the services provided for 
the children who live at Huddlestun in Centralia.  Dan Steadman spoke on his new romantic comedy 
“Proximity” which was shot in Centralia.  Many members are looking forward to attending the red carpet 
premiere in December at the Centralia Cultural Society. 

Centralia Lo said goodbye and conducted a memorial service for Dolores Mabry.  Dolores had been a 
continuous member since 1982.  We welcomed new member Rev. Anita Munden in October and we have 
had several guest and are hopeful to add to our membership totals in the upcoming months.   

Co-Chairs Michele Garrison, Karen Walsh and Jayme Godoyo planned a busy but wonderful BPW week that 
was held October 18th-24th.  The week began with The Woman of the Year Tea presented to Mimi Hawkins on 
Sunday.  Melissa Webster of One Hope United was awarded our 2015 Boss of the Year.  Both recipients along 
with the BPW week co-chairs and our LO President were showcased on our local radio station.  

        

We hosted a community favorite, our Scholarship Salad Luncheon which 
netted $3,000 that will be awarded at our annual Guest Night in April.   

 

Centralia LO had 9 members in attendance at the interim board meeting 
held November 14th at Richland Community College in Decatur.  We look 
forward to volunteering for the Salvation Army and the Festival of Arts in 

December.  Our December meeting will be a fun-filled “Ugly Ornament” Gift Exchange. 

 

Merry Christmas from Centralia LO 



B1+1 

Please join me in welcoming our new members since April 30, 2015: 

Cary Day; Centralia 

Natasha Kauling; Centralia; sponsored by Melodie Ainslee 

Leslie Moran; Centralia; sponsored by Lorraine Bassett 

Karson Myers; Panhandle; sponsored by Emily Battin 

Kristy Book; Highland; sponsored by Michelle Hagen 

Carla Roeper; Highland; sponsored by Susie Dewaele 

LaQuilia Graham; Centralia 

Tammie Wooters; Centralia 

Tyler Ann Frump; Taylorville; sponsored by Pam Moses 

Kristy Laino; Crawford County 

Andrea Simpson; Member-at-Large 

Gail Rogers; Champaign-Urbana 

Gwen Gross; Mt. Vernon 

Renee Edelen; Metro East 

Anita Munden; Centralia; sponsored by Lorraine Bassett 

Crystal Ballow; Crawford County; sponsored by Danielle Dimarzio 

Ronda Schrage; Highland 

Thanks to all the sponsors – if a new member’s name does not include the sponsor, it is because that information has 
not been provided to us to enter into the member’s profile. 

Here’s our hashtag for Facebook and Twitter:  #ifbwcb1plus1 

LET’S GET MOVING! 
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TO THE READERS IN THE CROWD: 
In an effort to increase member engagement, we will be posting questions in the Illinois Bulletin for discus-
sion on our website.  This edition’s question is:  What is your all-time favorite book (fiction or non-fiction), 
and why? 

If you are interested in participating, log in to our website, www.ifbwc.org with your email address as your 
username, and if you already have set up a password, then use it.  If you have not set up a password, then 
use ifbwcmember, and you can then set up a personal password.  Once you have logged in to our home page, 
click on the last icon at the top (to the right of Membership); go to the bottom of the drop-down menu, and 
click on Members Only, which will take you to a private page for our members.  Under Members Only Pages, 
click on Discussion Forum, and the Topic is Favorite Book and Why.   

You can enter your information, comment on information that other people have entered, and chat as often 
as you like.  Let’s try it, ladies.  From one reader to another, let’s get down to book business! 

President Kathy Clark-Eller 

http://www.ifbwc.org
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Summary of Second Survey Results 

 
Thank you to the 78 members who took the time to respond to the second survey questions.  Listed below is 
a summary of the information that has been gathered and forwarded to the Strategic Long Range Planning 
Committee for further analysis and action: 

1. The top 3 career fields represented by the 78 respondents include: 

a. Administrative/Clerical/Secretarial 

b. Business Owners 

c. Management 

2. Nine (9) of the respondents indicated an interest in listing their businesses on our website with a link to 
their business website. 

3. The fourth question dealt with interest in serving in a leadership role at the state level (executive, 
standing chair, special appointment) and/or local level (executive, standing chair, special appointment).  
This information has been passed on to the Chair of Nominations, President-Elect, and to local presidents 
for use in recruiting next year’s leaders. 

4. In terms of how satisfied these 78 respondents are with their IFBW experience, 76% are totally or 
somewhat satisfied. 

5. The top 3 topics of interest are; 

a. Travel in the USA 

b. Social Media Usage and Etiquette 

c. How to Lead a Healthful Life 

6. We also have information for a potential internal speaker’s bureau as our respondents identified the 
topics that they were qualified and willing to present. 

7. We have several respondents who indicated a willingness to serve as a mentor to other members, if we 
could develop a program to match the mentor with the member in need. 

 

The second survey results in its entirety can be found on our website in the Members’ Only section. 

 

President Kathy Clark-Eller 
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Ladies, get out your 2016 calendar and reserve the weekend of April 22-24 for Convention.  I am writing this tidbit from 
my room at the Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham in Champaign, which is where our convention will be held.  This place is 
awesome…..nicely decorated, well designed with convention center attached to the hotel, and full of amenities! 

I am spending the night here because President-Elect McGrath and I just previewed the Abe Froman Project as 
potential entertainment for Saturday night.  They are an improvisation comedy group from Champaign, and they 
perform every Monday evening at Mike and Molly’s.  After a wonderful dinner at an excellent restaurant, Susan and I 
both have sides that ache from laughing after watching their performance. 

Look them up on Facebook is you would like to know more about them. 

Laughter is the universal language! 
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 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

January :    

Barbara Yong - 4th 

Deborah Hick - 7th 

Linda Hiltabrand - 7th  

February:     

Theresa Faith Cummings - 27  

Pam McKay - 20th 
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Calendar of Events 

 

January 7th & 8th - Celia M Howard Annual Meeting 

January 22nd - 40th Anniversary of Roe vs Wade 

February 1st - Paperwork due to Chair of Nominations to run for Executive Office 

February 17th - Articles due for the Illinois Bulletin to adminasst@ifbwc.org  

February 17th -  Any proposed amendments to State Bylaws due to  

 president-elect@ifbwc.org 

February 17th - Local Bylaws due to the Legislation Committee tinaKL31@gmail.com 

March 3rd - Convention Reports and Articles due to Convention Committee  



The 

ILLINOIS BULLETIN 
Volume 87 / Issue 1 

Publication Quarterly by: 

The Illinois Federation of  
Business Women’s Clubs,  Inc. 

3309 Robbins Road  #366  
Springfield, IL  62704 

IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 
information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID:  _________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  _____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 

LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


