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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Dear Members, 

I certainly hope you are coming to convention!  We have a 
lot of business to conduct, officers and membership 
representatives to elect and install, wine pairings to 
sample, awards to distribute, OWWI winners to recognize, 

friends to connect with, and I haven’t even gotten through Saturday night yet! 

Rather than give you all the scoop on convention in my letter, just read the IB and 
you will be in the “know”. 

Since our last edition of the IB, here are the IFBW highlights through the eyes of 
your President: 

1. I attended the Celia M. Howard Fellowship meeting in Chicago in 
January, and as part of that committee, I got to engage with the vibrant, 
young applicants and hear their stories.  I can’t tell you how proud I am 
of this organization and what we have done, do now, and will continue 
to do for the professional, educational advancement of young women. 

2. We have a full slate of officers as we approach convention.  These 
members have “answered the call to lead”.  It has been a long while 
since we have contested races for an officers position….wouldn’t that 
make for an interesting convention? 

3. We have 33 new members since May 1, 2015.  AWESOME WORK! 

4. Based on our survey date, SLRP has developed several 
recommendations that they will be presenting to the board and to the 
convention body that will help us with our programming and service 
orientation. 

5. Our website has taken on a whole new look.  If you haven’t accessed the 
website, ifbwc.org, you need to do so.  Our homepage looks so 
professional, and is linked to our Facebook postings.  Add to that the 
pictures and the upcoming events, and you are going to be impressed. 

 



Page 2 Illinois Bulletin 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Ladies, it seems hard to believe that my year as your Vice-President is drawing to a close!  It has been a real 
privilege to work with the Executive Committee team, and to get to meet many of you at your locals this 
year.   

I was able to attend my first Celia Howard Meeting in Rosemont, Illinois on January 8-9.  I was so impressed 
by the scholarship applicants, their abilities, and their hopes and dreams.  I was reminded anew what a 
valuable and supportive award this is for the recipients, and the hard work that Chair Fayrene Wright and the 
committee contribute to make this entire effort a success.  Since that meeting took place, I have been 
contacted by some of the applicants from the U of I Law School, and I hope that I will not only be able to 
serve as their mentor, but also persuade them to become members of BWC.  In addition, with the valuable 
assistance of Kathy Clark, I have been working and reworking the Policy and Procedures Manual for our 
members.   

I have also been meeting locally with members of the League of Women Voters and the Junior League.  I 
believe that we have the opportunity to form affiliations with these groups, not only in Champaign-Urbana, 
but statewide, that will assist us in our missions with the Leadership University, the Equal Pay Day events, 
and in the legislative arena.  All of us face challenges in the recruitment and retention of membership, but all 
of us also have a diversity of resources and activities to offer.   

We have some great events coming up before the convention, including the Paris BWC Longaberger Basket/
Coach Purse Bingo on March 6; the Equal Pay Day rally in Chicago, Illinois on April 12; and the Centralia BWC 
90th anniversary celebration on April 13.  And, of course, I hope to see many of you in Champaign for the 
State Convention April 22-24.  In combination with everything that Kathy and I have learned about the great 
work of our local organizations, and what we can accomplish together with other women’s groups, I feel very 
positive about the future of our organization. 

 

Susan W. McGrath ~ President-Elect 

PRESIDENT CONTINUED... 

That’s not all that has been going on since December, but those are definitely some of the highlights. 

I will end with one of my most favorite quotes by Margaret Mead, which I think describes this past year per-
fectly: 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world.  Indeed, it is the 
only thing that ever has.” 

Please join us at convention as we continue to change the world for our daughters, granddaughters, nieces, 
daughter-in-laws, and all other women.  

 

President 
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SECRETARY 

As I write my last Illinois Bulletin article as your state secretary, I want to thank you for the opportunity to 

serve IFBWC for the past two years. It has been a privilege to serve with two hard working Presidents--Pam 

McKay and Kathy Clark-Eller, and with the other dedicated women who were on the Executive 

Committees.  It has been two years in which the leadership has tried to streamline the leadership, reach out to 

new groups of women through newer technologies, solidify the administration, and simplify the Policies and 

Procedures to better fit the size of our organization. We have thought hard, discussed long and, worked intently 

to keep our organization alive because we believe in its purpose and goals, which include Women Helping 

Women to better their educational opportunities, increase incomes, and succeed across all aspects of life.  

Passing ERA to codify women's rights and equality is another important goal of this great organization. 

Through the Leadership University, mentoring, and supporting with fellowship, we can help women of all ages 

and positions. Because of the importance of our goals an purpose, I hope you will continue to be active in your 

LO and support the state organization and its leadership. 

 

As secretary, I have participated in  Executive Committee meetings, board meetings, and conventions; written 

and submitted minutes which our Administrative Assistant has posted and made available; compiled our 

Actions Taken; sent out cards as needed; and gathered all documents for archiving .  The job has been 

interesting and I believe helpful to our leadership and organization.  

 

I urge you to be vocal in supporting our goals and to share them with women of all ages especially the younger 

ones just starting out in the business world.  

 

Again thank you for allowing me to serve this organization.  

 

Sylvia Mahle 

State Secretary 2014-2016 
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TREASURER 

My report this time around will be short and brief.  In hopes to keep everyone more informed about the fi-
nancial status of the organization, here is a summary of the activity from June 1st through January 30th: 

 Deposits = $7,430 

 Membership Dues $6,247 

 Leadership Training $380 

 Interim Board Registration $695 

 Interest Income/Other Income $108 

 Expenses = $12,560 

 Leadership Training $405 

 Interim Board $529 

 Recording Equipment for Convention $217 

 Illinois Bulletin $133 

 Officer & Committee Reimbursement $1,738 

 Outside Services (Accounting, Website, Database, Public Relations & Leadership University) 
$6,484 

 Bank Fees, PO Box & Storage $912 

 Insurance $1,384 

 Office Supplies, Gifts, Misc Exp $258 

 Pay Day Rally $500 

As you can see our expenses are greater than our deposits for the year.  The annual dues are not sufficient 
enough to cover the operating costs of the organization.  Fortunately, those before us set up an investment 
fund that provides approximately $10,000 of income per year to cover the shortfall.  This income is typically 
transferred to the account at the end of the fiscal year. 

We will have the annual financial report at convention; but if you have any questions regarding the finances, 

please do not hesitate to contact me via e-mail at treasurer@ifbwc.org. 

 

Thanks! 

Michelle Hagen  
IFBWC Treasurer 

mailto:treasurer@ifbwc.org
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE 
Thank you to everyone who has “liked” us on Facebook, shared posts, followed us on Twitter, Instagram, 
Google+ or LinkedIn accounts!  Only by sharing and spreading the news about IFBW will we grow.  Please 
continue to forward information about your LO’s to be shared on our social media accounts and don’t forget 
your pictures!  

We now have 286 Facebook followers and 1,216 following on Twitter.  This was accomplished in just a short 
few months.   Just think of how many more we can reach if we all continue to like and share the IFBW pages 
and tweets. 

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their memberships and have brought in new members.  Keep up 
the good work ladies! 

 

Sharon Sanders, Co-Chair    Patty Brough, Co-Chair 

Sks502003@yahoo.com s   pbrough@ruralcommail.com 

618-775-6397 Home     618-533-3051 Home 

618-267-6216 Cell     618-322-7886 Cell 

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

 

A revision to the Employer Information Report (EEO-1) has been proposed to include collecting pay data from 

employers, including federal contractors, with more than 100 employees.  This data will help the U.S. Equal 

Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) to identify possible pay discrimination.  EEOC enforces the 

federal laws prohibiting employment discrimination, including the Equal Pay Act of 1963 and the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964, which prohibit discrimination based on pay.  

EEOC’s current proposal is in response to recommendations from independent studies and the Commission’s 

work with the President’s National Equal Pay Task Force, which proposed new data collection requirements 

to combat pay discrimination in the workplace.  

For more information go to Federal Register website at:  https://www.federalregister.gov/

articles/2016/02/01/2016-01544/agency-information-collection-activities-revision-of-the-employer-

information-report-eeo-1-and.  Fact Sheet for Small Business at:  http://www.eeoc.gov/employers/

eeo1survey/2016_eeo-1_proposed_changes.cfm .  Question and Answer documents at:  http://

www.eeoc.gov/employers/eeo1survey/2016_eeo-1_proposed_changes.cfm 

 

Tina Klein and Amanda Spade ~ Legislation Committee Co-Chairs 
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International Liaison Report  
REPORT BY Kathleen Ray, IFBPW OAS North America/Caribbean Contact 

EVENTS: 

* Haiti was originally scheduled to host the 45th Annual General Assembly.  As an IFBPW OAS Contact, I be-
gan to organize my participation as official observer. The president of BPW/Haiti - Marie Andrée Étienne -  
was also delighted to have the opportunity to attend the General Assembly.  We began a correspondence, 
and I read Mûr à Crever (1968) by Jean-Pierre Basilic Dantor Franck Étienne d'Argent.  The author is not only 
Marie Andrée Étienne's husband, but a renowned national Haitian author (40+ books), painter, and musician, 
who was born in Haiti and has lived there continuously all these years, depicting Haitian contemporary history 
in his works for more than 50 of those years.    

* Regrettably, Haiti withdrew its offer to host the General Assembly due to lack of funds.  The 45th annual 
General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) was then rescheduled and held in Washing-
ton,D.C. - June 15-16.  Due to prior commitment, I was unfortunately not able to attend as an observer on be-
half of the International Federation of Business & Professional Women.  Highlights of this Assembly: 

The theme was "Present and Future of the OAS". 

Inauguration of new OAS Secretary General:   

Inauguration on May 26, 2015, in Washington, D.C. of Luis Almagro Lemes.  He stated that he will work with 
all countries of the region "without exception".  He will work for the full reintegration of Cuba into the OAS. 

(Previous OAS Secretary General José Miguel de Souza had retired from the OAS in 2015 after 10 years of 
service.)      

Luis Leonardo Almagro Lemes (1963 - _____ ) is a lawyer, diplomat, and Uruguayan politician with the Frente Amplio.  

He was External Affairs Minister in Uruguay during José Mujica's term.  A career diplomat, Almagro was Chancellor of 
his country from 2010 until March 1, 2015.  He has extensive regional and international experience.  He was elected se-
nator in national elections in Uruguay in October 2014.  His leadership on the Uruguayan diplomatic frontline was cha-
racterized by activism in defense of civil and human rights on the regional and global levels, insertion of Uruguay in non-
traditional markets, diversification of the same, and entrenchment of his country as a democratic, just, tolerant, and di-
verse society, with ever more rights for more Uruguayans.     
 

Modernization of the OAS: 

The Assembly approved the resolution on “Modernization and Reorganization of the General Secretariat in 

Accordance with the Strategic Vision for the Organization and for Strengthening the Inter-American System,” 
which will allow the Secretary General, Luis Almagro, to take the first steps in the revitalization of the Organi-
zation. “We want an OAS that functions efficiently on two levels of action, and that this benefits all the mem-

ber countries and their citizens directly,” said Secretary General Almagro. 

Support for national constitutional government of member countries. 

Protecting human rights: 

The Assembly approved the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons. In 
this way, the hemispheric institution now has a legally binding regional instrument that protects the human 
rights of older persons and inspires an active aging process in all environments. 

CIM - Comisión Interamericana de Mujeres {Inter-American Commission of Women}  

The Strategic Plan of the CIM 2011-2016 has both oriented the work of the Commission and allowed it to 
highlight the specific situation of women and the differential impacts they face as a result of their gendered 
status. This Strategic Plan was developed with the aim of effectively operationalizing the commitments 
adopted by OAS Member States through various international agreements, among which I would emphasize 
the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women 
(Belém do Pará Convention), and the IAP. 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/1963
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frente_Amplio_(Uruguay)
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Mujica
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International Liaison Report continued…. 
Country member events: 

Throughout 2015, the OAS Executive staff and OAS missions were actively assisting member countries with 
political and/or societal organization.  Some examples: 

Haiti - Elections.  OAS Electoral Mission visited Haiti in advance; offered support for elections; and deployed 
125 observers to Haiti for the October 25 elections.  

Dominican Republic-Haiti.  OAS deployed a mission to assess the situation of the Haitian migrants; the Fact-
Finding Mission issued a report; OAS proposed mechanisms for Dominican Republic-Haiti dialogue and sup-
port for displaced persons. 

Bolivia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  OAS Electoral Missions deployed. 

  

 

 

OAS Essence: 

The OAS is an international organization developed by the countries of the 
Americas   

To achieve an order of peace and justice 

To promote  their solidarity 

To strengthen their collaboration 

To defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity, and their independ-
ence 

Quick facts: 

Founded 1948 

35 Member Countries 

4 Official Languages:  English, French, Portuguese, Spanish 

General Assembly meets annually 

Each country has one vote 
 

 

What about Pueblo participation? 

In 2010 new ways were being worked out for the indigenous communities to participate in the inter-american system.  

In 2012 representatives of indigenous groups were in attendance as "civil societies".  We started calling our group 
Civil Society PLUS.   

In 2013 these indigenous leaders stated that their goal was to achieve a full-fledged seat at the OAS General Assem-
bly next year. 

In 2014 analysis by one representative is that only Bolivia and Guyana support Pueblo/indigenous linguistic repre-
sentation at this time.  Reporter's note: Actually, Pueblo representation may be evolving into reality through delega-
tions from Bolivia (37 official indigenous languages, 85% Amerindian+Mestizo) and Paraguay (95% Guarani speak-
ers, 93% mestizo).    

In 2015 April 8-10 the 7th annual Civil Society Forum was held.  Its recommendations included the Guarantee of the 
right to and respect for inclusive citizen participation, free of all forms of discrimination, mentioning indigenous groups 
by name, and outlined specific imperatives for democracies.    

Why is Pueblo participation important to IFBPW? -- 50% are women, who are most excluded from education, sup-
port, society.    
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Leadership Development 
Hello All! 

This year my position as Education Chair was definitely quite the challenge. With the feedback I heard last 

year regarding the Speakoff Program & the elimination of Regions, I had to do some regrouping & revising. 

As you most of you are aware, the requirement for the Speakoff candidates to sign our legislative platform has 

been eliminated. Instead, a new form has been created to simply state that the candidate will not speak against 

it. In addition to this revison, any reference to Region has been removed and   the updated PLD guidebook has 

been posted to the web. 

As time consuming and challenging as this was, I am happy to report that 2 locals have indicated they have a 

candidate making all of the work worth while! Thank you to everyone who provided feedback, assisted with 

reviewing the changes and made sure I stayed sane! 

If your local has a candidate, please be sure to get all of her information to me with the required documents by 

March 31. And as always, if you have any questions, please contact me. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Sasha Gray 

Education Chair  

 

 
2015-2016 Leadership Development (LD) Speak-Off 

Speech Topics 

1. If you could choose 1 woman in history (living or deceased) to have a conversation with, who would it be 

and why? 

2. Who do you consider to be the most influential woman in your life and why? 

3. What characteristics do you feel are important in a female leader? 

4. What role do you feel Fine Arts play in the development of a young woman’s self esteem? 

5. What lessons in history have you learned from the outstanding women who led before us? 

The IFBW Mission Statement and the IFBW Legislative Platform are available on the IFBW Web site at 

www.ifbwc.org.  Speeches are to be four minutes in length. No props are allowed and all Speak off 

Representatives will be required to remain at the podium when speaking. For additional information, please 

see the 2013-2014 IFBW Leadership Development (PLD) Speak-Off Competition Guidelines as posted on the 

Web site.  
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Chair of Nominations 

 
Tina Suarez - Centralia LO 

After being a member of the Centralia local for over 25 years, Tina is excited 

to run for President-Elect.  Tina is an Early Childhood Professor and Program 

Coordinator at Kaskaskia College.  She as a BS degree in Elementary 

Education and a MS in Educational Administration with a  minor in 

Psychology.  She is currently working toward a PhD.  She has held many local 

executive and chair position.  She has held State Membership, Leadership and 

Convention chair positions.  She is a member of the local Rotary, Board of 

Directors BCMW Community Services, Board of Directors Centralia 

Recreation complex, Advisory Board Children's Home and Aid, St. Mary 

Church Committee Chair, NACCETP Ambassador, and Vice President for 

Quad Counties child Care Association.  Please vote for Tina for President-Elect. 

 
Carla Tucker - Champaign/Urbana LO 

Oft-time IFBWC treasurer Carla Tucker looks forward to returning to work as a 

state officer.  “There is always a new challenge, and an opportunity to do the job 

better”, she says.  Carla grew up wanting to be an accountant like her mother, but 

was distracted by the shiny flashing lights of the computer.  Well, there used to be 

flashing lights.  So now she is a programmer/analyst for the City of Urbana and 

indulges her love of accounting in her spare time.  Carla studied accounting at the 

University of Illinois.  She has been a member of Champaign-Urbana BWC since 

1980.  She is married for 34 years to Jim Tucker.  They have two children together, 

two more from Jim’s first marriage, and a healthy assortment of grandchildren. 

 

 
Danielle DiMarzio - Crawford County LO 

Danielle DiMarzio is running for State Secretary for the 2016-2017 IFBWC year. She is currently the  

Crawford County Local President and the State Membership Representative. She has served as State 

Membership Chair from 2014-2015 with IFBW. Currently she is working as an Insurance Production 

Assistant/Office Manager at Gina Mills COUNTRY Financial and a CNA at Aspen Creek Home in Robinson, 

IL which is a home for Alzheimer’s and Dementia patients. She has held several offices and chaired several 

committees in her local organization. She is looking forward to seeing this organization grow and flourish over 

the next few years and is excited to be a part of it.  

 
 

Amanda Spade ~ Chair of Nominations 
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Golden Book of Memories 

As Chair of the Golden Book of Memories, please notify me via: 

          email @ dorris.schroyer@yahoo.com 

           telephone 217-824-8669 or 217-820-8669 

          snail mail @ Dorris Schroyer, 815 3East Bidwell, Taylorville, Il 62568 

of the death of a member of your LO, and please furnish the following information: 

        Full name 

        Obit information  

        Local Organization 

        Offices held  

        Any other personal information or stories you would like to share 

Please also furnish a photo  for our use during our Golden Book of Memories ceremony at State Convention. 

Also, let me know of any special events your LO will celebrate or has celebrated during the year. 

We count on each of you to keep us informed.  We certainly do not want to fail to include anyone.  Any ques-
tions, please let me know.  Thanks so much.  

Dorris Shroyer 

Taylorville LO 
 

We had our annual Christmas party with singing from the local group "Harmony" to get us into the Christmas 
Spirit. In January we heard from the local horse therapy center and the benefits of horse therapy. February is 
home to our annual pancake and sausage breakfast. We served 190. The money raised from the breakfast is 
put into our scholarship fund. The Scholarship will be out soon for this year.   

 

Mellisa,  

Taylorville LO President   

tel:217-824-8669
tel:217-820-8669
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Mt. Vernon LO Report 

The Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club has had a 
very busy fall and is looking forward to finishing out 
the year in grand style.  Our Mt. Vernon Fall Festival 
was held in October.  Mt. Vernon BWC sponsored 
the Pumpkin Decorating Contest and had many 
interesting entries.  After a difficult decision the 
winners were determined as pictured below: 

It’s amazing the imaginations used during the 
contest.  

Also it was the pleasure of the Mt. Vernon BWC to have the winner of the Illinois Working Woman of 
Illinois as one of our residents.  Shirilyn Holt rode in our parade and was warmly welcomed by those along 
the parade route. (Pictured below)  

 

October is always a busy month for us with Working Woman’s Week.  Our Mayor, Mary Jane Chesley signed a 
declaration for the same. We also attended church with our President, Evelyn Boswell as part of our 
activities.  Mt. Vernon BWC became part of Mt. Vernon history by signing a beam which was installed in the 
new high school as part of our Working Women’s Week activities as well. 

We had a new member, Gwen Gross installed in November.  All year we 
have supported the motto “Supporting Literacy” by donating to local 
grade school libraries throughout Jefferson County.  One grade school 
“Field Consolidated” sent our local a note signed by many of the students 
expressing their appreciation. 

We finished out 2015 with our Christmas Party.  We invited all past 
members to attend as a re-connecting activity.  We exchanged gifts and a 
door prize was presented along with the terrific potluck meal we had.  Let 

me tell you, our members CAN cook! 

January started out with our local FFA giving a presentation on “Proper Parliamentary Procedures”.  February 
our program was on “Fundraising”.  Our presentation by Marcus Holland of Crossroads Hospital has us all 
asking questions and taking notes. 

We will finish out the year with our Candidates Forum to be held February 24th.  The acceptance applications 
and the presentation of our annual scholarships.  Attendance to the Equal Pay Day Rally and of course, the 
State Convention. 

 It’s been a successful year for Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club and we look forward with great 

anticipation to an even better year in 2016-17. 
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CENTRALIA LO 
Centralia Lo kicked off the holidays volunteering at the annual Festival of Arts 
Christmas program and ringing bells for the 
Salvation Army. Our members gave generously to 
One Hope United, The Salvation Army and the 
CCBA Food Pantry.  

The Public Relations committee conducted an 
“Ugly Ornament” exchange. Fun was had by all 
who participated.  

 

January brought a very interesting program, “5 
Strategies to Retain & Attract Youth in Rural Communities” given by Pam Schallhorn, 
Educator for the University of Illinois Extension Office. She explained how 
organizations can benefit from these strategies. 

Centralia Lo said goodbye and conducted a 
memorial service for Veneda Knolhoff. Veneda 
had been a member since 1977. We welcomed 2 
new members Pam Logullo and Nikki Holland.  

 

Our own Sylvia Mahle presented the February 
program on UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 
Sylvia is quite the world traveler and is always 
open to share her experiences.  

 

Lorraine Bassett, Membership Co-chair welcomed 
to Centralia Lo three additional members in February, Julie Lawrence, Emily Kracht & 
Becca Day.  

Upcoming activities will include Reality Store on April 8th, Equal Pay Day Rally in 
Chicago on April 12th and our annual Guest Night on April 13th. We will be 
celebrating our 90th year in existence and invite you all to come share with us.  

Centralia LO has submitted a nominee for the OWWI award and will have a dynamite 
LD speaker, LaQuilia Graham at State Convention. Congratulations to Tina Suarez on 
her endorsement as IFBW President Elect. We look forward to seeing and networking with you all in Champaign.  

 

The Centralia local of IFBWC is hosting its 22nd Annual Reality Store at the Centralia Junior 

High School on Friday, April 8 from 8:00 am to 2:30 pm. Members of the Centralia local, two 

Centralia Rotary Clubs, and many local volunteers will work with 300 eighth graders from a 10 

mile radius, giving them an opportunity to take a monthly pay check, while paying taxes and 

their bills, and hoping they will have enough left for entertainment. Two stops, Duck Luck and 

Wheel of Fortune, will allow them to experience a good or bad turn of events like dental bills or 

a winning lottery ticket. It is quite the eye opener for these young people.  This year the LO is 

trying to expand to include a second session for the local Alternative School with another 50 

students participating. Over the years, the community has provided strong support both with 

defraying costs and providing volunteers.  In addition, the teachers' pre-event work has helped make this an extremely 

popular event in our area.  

Sending Warm Thoughts from Centralia LO!  
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Thank you to the locals who have gone out of their way with their recruiting efforts, and a 

big, warm welcome to our new members!  As of February 17, 2016, we have a total of 292 

members.  The recruiting kudos go to the following locals and sponsors (if no sponsor is 

listed, that means the info was not provided):  

 

B1+1  

  
Name Local 

Date 
Joined 

Sponsor 

1.   Tyler Ann Frump (student) Taylorville 9/22/15 Pam Moses 

2.   Laura Long South West 12/3/15 Cindy Heflin 

3.   Hope Rhodes Peoria 2/2016 Lynette Jones 

4.   Karson Myers (student) Panhandle 8/3/15 Em Battin 

5.   Crystal Rios (student) Mt. Vernon 1/28/16   

6.   Gwen Gross Mt. Vernon 10/12/15   

7.   Cheryl (Sherry) Kruegel Metro East 12/3/15 Judy Wiemann 

8.   Linda Kunz Metro East 12/16/15 Judy Wiemann 

9.   Margaret Coles Metro East 12/3/15 Judy Wiemann 

10.   Renee Edelen Metro East 10/31/15 Judy Wiemann 

11.   Susan Young Metro East 12/3/15 Judy Wiemann 

12.   Kathleen Fleming Metro East 2/4/16 Judy Wieman 

13.   Helen Rios Metro East 2/4/16 Judy Wieman 

14.   Andrea Simpson (MAL) MAL 9/8/15   

15.   Carla Roeper Highland 8/10/15 Susie Dewaele 

16.   Kristy Book Highland 8/10/15 Michelle Hagen 

17.   Ronda Schrage Highland 11/10/15 Susie Dewaele 

18.   Crystal Ballew Crawford County 10/1/15 Danielle Dimarzio 

19.   Kristy Laino Crawford County 8/31/15   
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B1+1 continued.. 

 

  
Name Local 

Date 
Joined 

Sponsor 

20.   Gail Rogers Cham-
paign/Urbana 

10/10/15   

21.   Anita Munden Centralia 10/31/15 Lorraine Bassett 

22.   Cary Day Centralia 4/30/15   

23.   Judith Elam Centralia 12/20/15 Ann Chappell 

24.   LaQuilia Graham Centralia 7/16/15   

25.   Leslie Moran Centralia 6/27/15 Lorraine Bassett 

26.   Natasha Kauling Centralia 6/27/15 Melodie Ainslie 

27.   Nikki Holland Centralia 12/2/15 Melodie Ainslie 

28.   Pamela Logullo Centralia 12/2/15 Melodie Ainslie 

29.   Tammie Wooters Centralia 7/16/15   

30.   Tammy Resch Centralia 12/20/15 Stephanie House 

31.   Julie Lawrence Centralia 2/2016   

32.   Emily Kracht Centralia 2/2016   

33.   Becca Day Centralia 2/2016   
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UPDATE: B1+1  
  

Ladies, 

  

We have good news and bad news.   

  

Thus far, since May 1, 2015, IFBW locals have recruited 33 new members.  That’s the good 
news.  We had 300 members on our roster as of that date, so if we retained all of our members 
since that date, we should now have 333 members. 

  

Now for the bad news.  Unfortunately, we did NOT retain all of our members.  In fact, our current 
membership total as of February 17, 2016, for the state is 292, 8 less than when we started our 
B1+1 Membership Campaign.  We have lost 41 members since May 1, 2015. 

  

There is a silver lining in the cloud, however.  Let’s not lose sight of how important recruiting 
is.  Had we not recruited 33 new members (see other article for the Recruiting Honor Roll), our to-
tal would be horrifically low.   

 

We know how to bring in new members but we haven’t figured out how to keep them.  That’s our 
challenge going forward.  Let’s find out why our members don’t renew, and use that information to 
create change where possible.  Some non-renewals aren’t preventable: relocating out of state, 
death, life-changing event, etc.  Making our new members feel connected, getting them involved 
early on, listening to their ideas, making sure they are sitting with members who will talk to 
them…..that’s what keeps our members interested. 

  

Look around you and identify someone whom you can invite to join.  We have some exciting things 
in the making for the months to come that will make our organization more value-added to all of our 
members. 

 

Kathy Clark-Eller 
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 WOMEN'S PROFESSIONAL EMPOWERMENT ALLIANCE  

LOGO DESIGN CONTEST  

The Women's Professional Empowerment Alliance (WPEA) has held an annual conference beginning in 2009. This 

conference provides a way for women to network and to learn more about economic, social and workplace issues. It 

replaces the BPW/USA national conference, which went away when BPW/USA merged with the BPW Foundation and 

ceased being a national membership organization. Previous WPEA conferences have been held in Illinois (St. Louis 

area); Minneapolis, MN; Boston area; Cleveland, OH; Pittsburgh, PA; and Greensboro, NC. BPW/MI will be hosting 

WPEA 2016.  

Logo design contest  

Although WPEA has been meeting annually since BPW/USA merged with the BPW Foundation, there has never been a 

logo for the alliance. Now is the time to change that.  

Do you have a vision of what this logo should look like? Be sure to enter this contest and win a free basic registration to 

WPEA 2016.  

Who can enter?  

Entries may come from an individual, a local organization or a state federation. The BPW/MI executive committee and 

the WPEA 2016 cochairs are ineligible to enter the contest.  

What should the design look like?  

The logo design should express the designer's vision of what the Women's Professional Empowerment Alliance is or 

should become. The design should be clear, crisp and suitable for uses as varied as a 3" x 4" nametag and a 3' x 6' 

banner. There should be no more than two colors.  

How will the contest winner be chosen?  

Upon receipt, each logo design will be assigned a code which will be used throughout the judging process. After the 

deadline for receipt of entries, the BPW/MI executive committee and the WPEA 2016 cochairs will winnow the number 

of entries to three. These three will then be emailed to registrants of previous WPEA conferences, who will vote for their 

favorite. The contest winner will be notified as soon as possible after voting has concluded.  

What is the contest schedule?  

The contest begins on the date this email is sent. The deadline for receipt of entries is Friday, April 1, 2016 at 11:59 p.m. 

EDT. Here's the full schedule:  

Friday, April 1 deadline for receipt of entries  

Sunday, April 10 entries will be reduced in number to three  

Tuesday, April 12 finalists will be emailed to previous WPEA registrants for their votes  

Sunday, May 1 winner of the logo design contest will be announced  

Where do I submit my entry?  

Send all entries to Jean F. Porter  

WPEA 2016 Cochair  

912 Park Lane  

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230-1871  

jporter@cmpassociates.com or ddcjfp@att.net  

If you have questions, please contact Jean Porter at (313) 885-8338 or (313) 720-8484 or at one of the emails shown 

above.  

Entries may be submitted by email, fax or U. S. mail; you are encouraged to submit your entry by email if possible. 
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Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc.  

95th Annual State Convention April 22-24, 2016 

 

Call to Convention 
 

 

On behalf of your 2015-2016 leadership team of the Illinois Federation of 
Business Women’s Clubs, Inc., the State President officially issues the call to 
the 95th Annual State Convention beginning at 6:30 p.m. Friday, April 22, 2016, 
at the Hawthorn Inn and Suites, Champaign, IL.  

Pursuant to Article XIX of the Federation Bylaws, any member in good standing who has paid 
the full registration fee may attend the annual state convention and vote (Section 2).  

The purpose of the State Convention is to receive reports of the officers and chairs for the 
preceding year; act upon recommendations, resolutions and other business presented to the 
convention; elect officers for the ensuing term; adopt a budget; consider and adopt a State 
Legislative Platform and elect a Chair of Nominations.  

You are encouraged to learn more about our State Federation, renew acquaintances, make new 
friends, recognize Celia M. Howard recipients and honor the Outstanding Working Women of 
Illinois awardees.  

Members are invited to attend the Speak-off Competitions Friday morning at 9:00 am. The Board 
of Directors will conduct the Pre-Convention Board meeting on Friday, April 22nd starting at 
1:00 pm. Individual members and LO’s will be acknowledged for their achievements at the 
award/recognition ceremony Friday evening. A networking reception for the State Officers and 
Outstanding Working Women of Illinois award winners will follow the installation ceremony 
Saturday evening.  

Additionally, this year we will be hosting a pre-convention event for those members who arrive 
in Champaign Thursday night for Friday morning’s speak-off or who just want to start the fun 
and fellowship early.  

Please join me and the Board of Directors in making our annual convention a memorable one.  

                 Kathy Clark-Eller,  

IFBWC State President, 2015-2016  
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Schedule-at-a-Glance 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 Early Bird Special: Pre-Convention Event  

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Reception at Cinema Gallery, includes beverages & snacks  

8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Dinner at one of the many fine restaurants in Champaign/Urbana  

Friday, April 22, 2016  

9:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Convention Registration - Lobby  

9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Speak Off Competition- Ballroom / Savoy Room  

9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Speak Off Interviews – Champaign Room/Urbana Room  

10:30 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. Free Time; see list of exciting opportunities in Champaign/Urbana  

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Pre-Convention Board Meeting – Savoy Room  

2:00 p.m.to 4:30 pm Movie, “Iron Jawed Angels”, followed by Panel Discussion – Savoy Room  

4:45 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. The Power of Social Media – Savoy Room  

5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. First Timers Kick-off Meeting – Room TBA  

5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Dinner – Skyway Room  

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Convention Opens –First Business Session – Savoy Room  

8:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Unfinished Business – Nomination of Officers- Savoy Room  

9:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Awards and Golden Book Ceremony – Savoy Room  

9:30 p.m. President’s Roast, Women & Wine – Savoy Room  

Saturday, April 23, 2016  

7:45 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. Past President’s Breakfast by Invitation Only – Champaign Room  

7:00 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. Breakfast – Skyway Room  

8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Convention Registration – Lobby  

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Exhibitors Open – Lobby  

9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Key Note Speaker: Laura Cornille-Cannady – Savoy Room  

“Getting Stuck in the Middle: Balancing Work, Family, and Life, Is It Possible?”  

9:45 a.m. 11:45 a.m. Convention Reconvenes – Second Business Session- Savoy Room  

10:00 a.m. Registration Closes – Lobby  

11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Election/Vote First Ballot – White Oaks Room  

12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Celia M. Howard Fellowship Luncheon – Skyway Room  

1:45 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. Mentor/Protégé Demonstration – Savoy Room  

2:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Convention Reconvenes- Third Business Session –Savoy Room  

3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Election/Vote, Second Ballot if necessary- Skyway Room  

4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Leadership University Demonstration  

6:00 p.m. Head Table Line-up/ Cocktail Attire- Pre-Function Area  

6:30 p.m. Dinner – Savoy Room  

7:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Special Recognition, Entertainment, OWWI Recognition, President & 2016-2017 Officer Installation, Presi-
dent Reception - Savoy Room  

Please plan to attend the President’s reception immediately following to honor the  

2016-2017 State Officers and the OWWI Winners. Cash bar will be available.  

Sunday, April 24, 2016  

7:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. Breakfast- Skyway Room  

9:00 a.m. to 9:25 a.m. Devotions – Urbana Room  

9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Post-Convention Board Meeting- Savoy Room  



Spring Edition Page 20 Page 20 Illinois Bulletin 

Convention Activities 

 
Early Bird Pre-Convention Event: If you have a reason to be, or you simply want to be, in Champaign on 
Thursday night for Friday morning’s speak-off, please come join us at Cinema Gallery for a pre-convention 
adventure. Owner Carolyn Baxley has graciously agreed to host a reception for us to include beverages and 
snacks, and a brief introduction to the gallery and its many treasures. After touring the gallery, we will dine 
at one of the many fine restaurants in the Champaign/Urbana area.  

Free Time: Your packet includes a list of what the Champaign/Urbana community has to offer. Check out 

the list that the C/U local has provided us in our packets. In addition to all the suggestions on their list, don’t 
forget the University of Illinois Campus is always worth a visit.  

“Iron Jawed Angels”: Katja von Garnier's "Iron Jawed Angels" tells the remarkable and little-known story 
of a group of passionate and dynamic young women, led by Alice Paul (Hilary Swank) and her friend Lucy 
Burns (Frances O'Connor), who put their lives on the line to fight for American women's right to vote. The 
movie will be followed by a panel discussion regarding relevancy in today’s world.  

The Impact of Social Media: Presented by Cary Day from Centralia, you will learn how powerful a tool so-
cial media can be for getting a message out. She will also help you get ready “social media-wise” for con-
vention. #ifbwwomenarestrong #ifbwfellowshipandfun  

Women & Wine: Highland IFBW will be hosting this event, with PSP Susie Dewaele sharing the fundamen-
tals of wine tastings and pairings.  

Past President Breakfast: This invitation-only breakfast meeting will be facilitated by Immediate PSP, Pam 

McKay. She will be smooching up to the Past State Presidents at an informal breakfast in hopes to “get in” 
the club.  

First Timers Weekend Activities: ONLY for first time attendees. With Past State President, Pat McNicho-
las as your guide – get the “ins” and “outs” about State Convention. Guaranteed, you’ll have a blast while 
gaining the necessary tools that will allow you to participate and make the most of your first convention ex-
perience.  

Key Note Speaker: As women we wear many hats, and often, that means we find ourselves stuck in the 
middle between competing priorities, scheduling conflicts, and conflicting roles. At our first business ses-
sion, Laura A. Cornille-Cannady will speak to us about how to reach for the hope of a balanced life during 
these stuck times.  

Celia M. Howard Fellowship Fund Luncheon: This year marks the 64th anniversary of the CMH Fellow-
ship Fund.  

Mentoring/Protégé Demonstration: Presented by Kristin Wakefield from Southwest, we will see what a 
potential IFBW mentoring program would look like.  

Leadership University: Presented by Lynette Jones, Past State President, or her designee, this session is 
designed to review the courses that are available to our members and to demonstrate how to access the 
courses for maximum usage.  

Special Convention Attendance Award Ceremony: It’s a secret, but you do not want to miss this!  

The Abe Froman Project: Saturday night’s entertainment is this improv comedy group from Champaign, 
guaranteed to tickle your funny bone!  

President Installation & Reception: Cocktail attire is preferred.  

Post-Convention Board Meeting: Begin the new year with our newly elected President and the 2016/2017 
State Officers. The President will discuss her plans for the 2016/2017 year. 
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Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

95th Annual State Convention, April 22-24, 2016 

Registration and Meal Reservation Form 

Hawthorn Suites, 101 Trade Center Drive, Champaign, IL 

 

Local Organization ___________________________________________________________________________    

 

Name (Please Print) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

       (Last Name)   (First Name) 

Street Address   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City / State / Zip  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone  ________________     Work Phone  ______________Email  ____________________________ 

Credential Classification 

Past State President 

State Board:(Member: State Officer/Membership Rep/Standing Committee Chair – Circle) 

Local Organization President 

Member 

 Special Classification:  Check ONLY if Applicable 

Speak Off Candidate 

OWWI Recipient 

st Time Attendee (IFBW Member attending entire convention for the first time) 

Visitor (Non IFBPW Member) 

Registration (Postmarked by April 7, 2016) 

   IFPBW Member Registration with Paper Packets $85.00   (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   IFPBW Member Registration using Electronic Packets $80.00   (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Visitor Registration $100.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Student Registration $60.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

    Registration Postmarked AFTER 04/07/16 $115.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Friday, Dinner $23.00 

   Saturday, Past President Breakfast – Invitation Only 

No cost if staying at the hotel, but please indicate if 

you plan to attend 

   Saturday, Breakfast (for attendees not staying in hotel) $13.00 

   Saturday, Celia M. Howard Luncheon $21.00 

   Saturday, Installation Dinner $28.00 

   Sunday, Breakfast (for attendees not staying in hotel) $13.00 

   Specific Dietary Request, please specify: 

TOTAL REMITTANCE $ 

Mail completed form and payment to: Registration Chair, Tina Klein, 21090 State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037. Make 
checks payable to IFBWC. Your cancelled check will serve as your receipt. Your registration will be returned if illegible or 
amount is incorrect. Register & pay on line by going to: www.ifbwc.org. NO MEALS WILL BE SOLD ON SITE. 
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Convention Meals 

 

Breakfast SATURDAY/SUNDAY:   

Hotel Guests receive a free hot/cold breakfast buffet. 

• Monday thru Friday:    6:30 am to 9:30 am; Saturday and Sunday:  7 am to 10:30 am 

• For attendees not staying in the hotel, breakfast can be purchased by completing the reservation form.  

Friday Dinner: Garden Salad with choice of 2 Dressings, Seasoned Chicken Breast in Honey Mustard Sauce 

served with Roasted Potato Wedges and Asparagus, Dinner Rolls with Butter, Coffee and Iced Tea, and Chef’s Choice 

Dessert. 

Saturday, Celia M. Howard Luncheon: Caesar Salad, Top Round of Sliced Sirloin and Roast Turkey, 

Loaded Smashed Potatoes, Honey Glazed Carrots, Chef’s Selection of Bread and Butter, Coffee and Iced Tea, Chef’s 

Assorted Desserts 

Saturday, Installation Dinner: Garden Salad with choice of 2 dressings, Rosemary 12 oz. Pork Chops, 

with Oven Roasted Tomatoes, Rosemary Polenta, Brandy Sauce and Granny Smith Apples, Dinner Rolls 
Dinner Rolls with Butter, Coffee and Iced Tea, and Chef’s Choice Dessert. 

 

NO MEALS WILL BE SOLD ON SITE. 

Any specific dietary requests must be declared on the registration form. 

Other Information: 

CASH BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLY IN THE EVENING OF THE INSTALLATION. 

FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS- IN ALL ROOMS AND THE LOBBY 

Convention Hotel 
Hotel Reservations:  It is your responsibility to make hotel reservations directly with  

Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham, 101 Trade Center Dr., Champaign 

217-398-3400 

 

 

 

Room Rate:  King $109.00, Double, $119.99 per night based on double occupancy; no additional charge for 

triple or quad occupancy.  If you are a member of AARP, you are eligible for a reduced rate.  When register-

ing, mention that you are a member of AARP and a member of IFBW.  For the convention rate, you must 

register by March 24, 2016.  After that date, the block of rooms will be released for the general public. 

PLEASE indicate that you are with IFBW when making your sleeping room reservation!  

This will help keep our cost down. 
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Board Rules 

 

Motions:  Must be in writing, signed by the maker of the motion and the person seconding the 
motion.  Furnished to the Chair before action is taken.  Motion forms are available for this pur-
pose.  Only members of the voting body may introduce motions.  

 

Debate:  To ask recognition from the Chair, the speaker should proceed to the microphone and 
give name and title.  The speaker shall state whether speaking in the affirmative or negative.  
Debate on a motion shall be limited to two minutes per speaker, and ten minutes for each 
question.  General consent is needed for additional time and if there is an objection to general 
consent, a formal vote must be taken, with 2/3rds vote required to grant additional time. 

 

No member shall speak a second time until everyone wishing to speak has had an opportunity.  
An observer may participate in debate, provided there is no board member wishing to speak, 
asking recognition by the same procedure as required by a member of the voting body. 

 

Timekeeper: The Chair will appoint a timekeeper.  It is the timekeeper’s duty to indicate to 
each speaker a 30 second warning before time expires. 

 

Reports:  Each standing and special committee chair presenting a report has the time indicated 
after their title on the Board Agenda.  There are also written reports included within your board 
packet. 

 

Parliamentary Authority:  Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 10th Edition, is the parlia-
mentary authority for this meeting. 

 

Seating:  All voting board members should sit towards the head table.  Region Directors and 
Standing Committee Chairs have assigned seating. 

 

Observers should sit behind the voting members.  Any Region Director, Associate Region Di-

rector or Standing Committee Chair who is absent may provide a delegate to replace them per 

Section 6 of the Federation Bylaws. 
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EARLY BIRD SPECIAL:  THURSDAY NIGHT PRE-CONVENTION EVENT! 

If you have a reason to be, or you simply want to be, in Champaign on Thursday night for Friday morning’s 
speak-off, please come join us at Cinema Gallery for a pre-convention adventure.  Owner Carolyn Baxley 
has graciously agreed to host a reception for us to include beverages and snacks, and a brief introduction to 
the gallery and its treasured contents.  We will leave from the hotel and car pool to the gallery for a 5:30 
private showing, and perhaps, dinner afterwards.  Here is a brief history of the gallery and if you would like 
to know more, the website is www.cinemagallery.cc 

Gallery History 

Owner Carolyn Baxley opened Cinema Gallery in January 2001 in the lobby of the former Princess Theater 
in downtown Urbana, Illinois. The building dates from 1870 when it was constructed as Busey’s Hall, a 
multipurpose opera house that operated until it was converted to the Princess Theater in 1915. An Art Deco 
façade and the existing marquee were added in 1934, and some of the historic elements of the building are 
still visible in the gallery. 

Cinema Gallery showcases work of over 70 professional artists of the Midwest including faculty from the 
University of Illinois, Parkland College, Illinois State University, Eastern Illinois University, Fontbonne 
University, Illinois Wesleyan, Morehead State University and St. Louis Community College. Individual and 
group shows change in the main gallery every 6-8 weeks. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Tina%20Klein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/N0SIEK5H/www.cinemagallery.cc
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WELCOME to the City of Champaign! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As many of our seasoned convention attendees know, we routinely invite the mayor of the city where 
our convention is being held to open our convention with a greeting.  It is my pleasure to announce that 
our opening session on Friday, April 22, will begin with a welcome from Mayor Deborah Feinen.  We 
consider ourselves very fortunate when the Mayor comes in person, rather than sending someone else 
from her or his office.  Listed below is a brief biography of Mayor Feinen: 

Deb is currently serving as the second female Mayor of the City of Champaign.  Prior to becoming Mayor, 
she served for 9 years on the City Council and before that was a 14 year member of the Champaign County 
Board where she had the pleasure of serving with Susan McGrath. While on the County Board Deb served 
for four years as its Vice Chairman.  In addition to being Mayor, Deb is a Commissioner for the Regional 
Planning Commission. Deb has served on various boards in the community, including Montessori School of 
Champaign-Urbana, Amasong and as a liaison to the Developmental Disabilities Board.  

 Deb has been a resident of Champaign County for more than 45 years. She is married to Chuck Feinen and 

they have two children, Karlee and Cate. When not performing her Mayoral duties, Deb is a practicing local 

attorney with the firm of Tummelson, Bryan & Knox.  In her free time Deb is an amateur photographer, 

runner, & horseback rider. 
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Friday Afternoon Movie and Panel Discussion 

Please join us after the Pre-Convention Board Meeting for a showing of the timely and impactful movie, 
“Iron Jawed Angels”, to be followed by a panel discussion regarding women and politics.  Here is a brief 
synopsis of the movie: 

From the Film guide of the Sundance Film Festival 

by Caroline Libresco 

Iron Jawed Angels 

Katja von Garnier's exuberant tour de force tells the amazing story of fierce young suffragettes fighting for a 
Constitutional amendment guaranteeing women the right to vote. Headlining the stellar cast are Hilary 
Swank as brainy, charismatic Alice Paul, and Frances O'Connor as smart, cheeky Alice Burns - real-life 
women who mobilized a defiant vanguard that gave Congress a run for 
its money. 

In 1912, Paul and Burns take the reins of the National American 
Women's Suffrage Association's (NAWSA) committee in Washington, 
D.C., where they organize a landmark parade on President Wilson's 
inauguration day. The march is violently disrupted by men on the 
sidelines. Many more ordeals follow, including opposition from the 
more conservative NAWSA old guard (led by a deliciously persnickety 
Anjelica Huston), and grisly sentences as political prisoners. 

Firing up an effusive contemporary pop score, a sweeping, restless 

camera, and a vibrant palette to match the suffragettes' radiant 

dynamism, von Garnier goes into high gear to tell a classic American 

tale of struggle for justice. The film brims with issues still relevant 

today, as the plucky warriors grapple with racism within the movement, 

friction between work and relationships, and the implications of 

protesting a wartime president. A formidable testament to the sacrifices and the blood shed for women's 

enfranchisement, Iron Jawed Angels may just embarrass people into actually going to the polls. 

Women & Wine Friday Night 
Have you ever wondered what wine to choose with a certain food?  What would 

make a great hostess gift?  Perhaps you're just trying wine 

for the first time - and unsure what you should 

do...hopefully this interactive Women & Wine gathering 

will hit the spot.  Please join host local IFBWC Highland 

and PSP Susie Dewaele Friday evening, as Susie provides 

basic wine tasting information from dry to sweet, 

discusses the "S's" of tasting, and provides some wine terminology.  She will 

also share information on Illinois Wine Growers & Vintners and how they are 

impacting the Illinois economy.   Cheers! 
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TECHNOLOGY RULES! 
CONVENTION PILOT:  Virtual Participation 

For those of you who are not able to attend this year’s IFBWC Convention in Champaign, we would like to 
offer you an opportunity to participate virtually.  Join us Saturday morning at 9 am to hear our Key Note 
Speaker, Laura Cornille-Cannady, as she directs us through the topic,  “Getting Stuck in the Middle:  
Balancing Work, Family, and Life…Is It Possible?”   Here’s a peek into what you can expect from Laura: 

As women we wear many hats and often that means we find ourselves stuck in the middle.    Stuck 
in the middle between competing priorities, scheduling conflicts, and conflicting roles.  We all seem 
to reach for the hope of a balanced life during these “stuck times”.  Balance in life, how does one 

achieve it?  Is it even possible in this fact paced world of high expectations?  What is 
the secret of getting unstuck and out of being in the middle?      

Interested parties will be given a link, and once the screen sharing session and 
phone line have been opened here in Champaign, you will dial in and experience 
Laura’s presentation from the comfort of your living room. 

The objective is to pilot, or test, to see if there are other applications for this 
technology.  Join us in your favorite pajamas with curlers in your hair and a cup of 
coffee in your hand! 

Stay tuned for more information on this exciting opportunity! 
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CONVENTION ALERT! 

Saturday Morning Guest Speaker, 

Laura A. Cornille-Cannady 

 

Before I introduce our guest speaker and topic, let me give you a brief ex-
planation as to why Laura was invited to speak. 

One of our objectives this year when planning our convention was to make 
the experience fun and relevant.  While the purpose of our convention is to 
conduct federation business, we also know that we can do so in an entertaining and enlightening manner. 

When thinking about a speaker and topic, I went to our survey results, which indicated that 95% of the 
members who completed the survey rated Work-Life Balance as a topic of interest. Thus, began my journey 
to find a speaker who could deliver a relevant message. 

In early August, I received an invitation to attend Congressman Rodney Davis’s “Investing in Women” event 
in Decatur, where Laura conducted one of the break-out sessions on, “Flourishing in Chaos”.  After confer-
ring with a couple of other IFBW members from Taylorville who happened to be at the event and in Laura’s 
session (Pam Moses and Amy Hagen), I contacted Laura, and fortunately for us, she was available. 

Laura’s topic for Saturday morning is, “Getting Stuck in the Middle:  Balancing Work, Family, and Life…Is It 
Possible?”   Here’s a peak into what you can expect from Laura: 

As women we wear many hats and often that means we find ourselves stuck in the middle.    Stuck 
in the middle between competing priorities, scheduling conflicts, and conflicting roles.  We all seem 
to reach for the hope of a balanced life during these “stuck times”.  Balance in life, how does one 
achieve it?  Is it even possible in this fact paced world of high expectations?  What is the secret of 
getting unstuck and out of being in the middle? 

 

Laura’s Biographical Statement: 

 

The oldest of 11 children, Laura grew up believing that she would be either a comedian or a psychologist.  
As a student at Quincy College in Quincy, Illinois, Laura pursued one of those dreams and majored in Psy-
chology.   With a B.A. in psychology, Laura began her career in higher education working in both housing 
and administration.  Laura received her Master’s degree in Human service Counseling from Illinois State 
University.  After receiving her degree, Laura continued her work in higher education as an Associate Dean 
of Students for Millikin University. 

While in higher education, Laura began her public speaking career.  She became a well-traveled and much 
in demand speaker.  She has provided training in a wide variety of settings including health care, govern-
ment, social service, education, financial services, corporate, manufacturing, transportation, agriculture, 
not-for-profits, and small business. 
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Saturday Morning Guest Speaker, 

Laura A. Cornille-Cannady 

continued... 

Laura left higher education to pursue a career in a corporate business setting.  She worked as an employ-
ment specialist, training specialist and became the Corporate Training Manager for A.E. Staley/Tate and 
Lyle.  For over 16 years, Laura owned her own training and consulting business, Learning Alliances Com-
pany, and she sold it in January 2010.  Currently, Laura woks as a consultant to growing family-owned farms 
throughout the US and Canada.  In this role, Laura’s goal is to prepare family-owned farms for rapid and 
sustainable growth by developing strategic business plans, designing their organization, preparing for Hu-
man Resource compliance, recruiting and training talent as well as coaching the families on their family 
business concerns.  Laura also teaches in an Executive MBA program.  Laura has been a presenter at the 
Top Producer, Executive Women in Agriculture and Tomorrow’s Top Producer Conferences as well as a vari-
ety of other industry conferences. 

Laura is an active member of her profession and her community.  She is an alumnus of the 1997 Leadership 

Illinois Class and has been a past President and Treasurer of the organization.  In recognition of her out-

standing professionalism, she received the”1996 Women of Excellence Business and Professional Award.”  

In the community, Laura is a leader in the fight against breast cancer and has served on the board of the 

United Way, and has worked with the Education Coalition.  Laura has worked for a number of years with 

S.C.O.R.E. as a consultant and counselor.  She is the founder of a not-for-profit organization, Wear To Work, 

which provides clothing and services to women who are making the transition from welfare to work.  She 

also has served on the Quincy University Board of Trustees.  Laura is the current President of the Decatur 

Area Women’s Network. Laura likes to spend her free time with her husband, daughter, and grandchildren. 
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IFBW Convention:  Saturday Night’s Entertainment 
 

Join us Saturday, April 23, after dinner for entertainment by the Abe Froman Project, an improve 
group who call Champaign-Urbana home.  They perform every Monday night at Mike n Molly's but 

you can catch this premier improv group at our IFBW Convention! 
 
Here’s what they say about visiting them at Mike and Molly’s in Champaign: 

 
"Is it a huge process to see them?" Nope! You walk in the front door, go up the stairs, and BOOM! 

You are witnessing a combination of short form and long form improv. We really can't make it any 
easier for you. (We could carry you, but that would require a tip.)  

 
“Is it a huge process to see them at Convention?”  Nope!  Register for convention, sign up for Sat-
urday night’s installation dinner and festivities, show up in your fancy clothes, sit with a table of 

lively IFBW members, and have a fabulous evening…..yes, it’s just that easy! 
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Forget Me Not Florist 

1st Order Due 6pm Friday, 4/22 

Final Order Due 9am Saturday, 4/23 

THEME: “Wine, Women and Song”                        

          PRICES INCLUDE TAX 

                                                         

                                                         Order Form 

 

Name and Cell Phone Number:  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Number Item (All with White Ribbon) Price 
Total 

Price 

    
 

Single Red Carnation with Baby's Breath Corsage $9.69  

 
 

Single Red Carnation with Baby's Breath Wristlet $11.84  

 
 

Single Red Rose/Baby's Breath Corsage $11.31  

 
 

Single Red Rose/Baby's Breath Wristlet $12.39  

 
 

Three Red Sweetheart Roses Corsage $20.47  

 
 

Three Red Sweetheart Roses Corsage Wristlet $21.55  

 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER 
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IMPORTANT Info for a 3-Night Stay at Convention 
Are you staying 3 nights at the Hawthorn?  Then my recommendation is that you make your reservations online rather 
than through the front desk, and here’s why:   if you reserve a room for 3 nights on line, the rate reduces to $107.99 
per night.  Our negotiated rate with the hotel is $119.99.  Clearly, I know a deal when I see one!  So I booked the 2 
rooms for the officers for 3 nights on line at $107.99 per night.  (We will be paying for the third night ourselves.) 

Then I called the Hawthorn and asked if I book the rooms through IFBW for 3 nights rather than 2, would I get the 
reduced rate?  The answer was no – our rate is $119.99 for 3 nights, no reduction. 

Sooo……. 

I am opting to save a minimum of $72.00 – we may not be in the IFBW block of rooms (although I requested that we be 
included when I sent in the reservation), but I couldn’t justify passing up that much of a savings. 

Your Thrifty President, 

Kathy Clark-Eller 
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WHAT CAN I DO IN CHAMPAIGN-URBANA? 

 

For those of you who are planning to attend the IFBW State Convention April 22-24 in Champaign, Illinois, 

you may want to know about the community and what it has to offer you and anyone you bring with you.  The 

following are suggestions close to the Hawthorn Suites for activities you may enjoy with local flavor.  We 

have many fine national establishments that have stores in Champaign and Urbana as well, so we wanted to 

focus on our great local establishments! 

 

Restaurants and Specialty Dining 

 

 Bacaro, 113 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Big Grove Tavern, 1 E. Main St., Champaign 

 Black Dog Smoke & Ale House, 201 N. Broadway, Urbana 

 Café Kopi, 109 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Courier Cafe, 111 N. Race St., Urbana 

 Crane Alley, 115 W. Main St., Urbana 

 Cream and Flutter, 114 N. Walnut, Champaign 

 Dancing Dog Eatery & Juicery (vegan), 126 W. Main St., Urbana 

 El Toro, 723 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Esquire Lounge, 106 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Escobar’s Restaurant, 6 E. Columbia Ave., Champaign 

 Farren’s Pub & Eatery, 308 N. Randolph, Champaign 

 Fiesta Café, 216 S. 1st St., Champaign 

 Lil Porgy’s Barbeque, 101 W. University, Urbana 

 Manzella’s Italian Patio, 115 S. 1st St., Champaign 

 Merry Ann’s Diner, 1510 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Milo’s Restaurant, 2870 S. Philo Rd., Urbana 

 Mirabelle Fine Pastries, 124 W. Main St., Urbana 

 Nando Milano, 204 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Nitaya Thai, 134 W. Church St., Champaign 

 Pekara Bakery & Bistro, 116 N. Neil St., Champaign—Bakery and speciality drinks 

 Peking Garden Restaurant, 206 N. Randolph St., Champaign 

 Radio Maria, 119 N. Walnut, Champaign 

 Sam’s Café, 115 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Seven Saints, 32 E. Chester St., Champaign 

 Siam Terrace, 212 W. Main St., Urbana 
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WHAT CAN I DO IN CHAMPAIGN-URBANA? 

Continued... 

Restaurants and Specialty Dining continued.. 

 Silvercreek, 402 N. Race St., Urbana 

 Timpone’s, 710 S. Goodwin, Urbana 

 V. Picasso Wine Bar & Restaurant, 122 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Watson’s Shack & Rail, 211 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 

Shopping 

 Alto Vineyards, 4210 N. Duncan Road, Champaign 

 Art Mart, 1705 N. Prospect, Champaign 

 Calico Jewelry, Lincoln Square Mall, Urbana 

 Christopher’s Fine Jewelry, 124 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Common Ground Co-op, Lincoln Square, Urbana 

 Connections Retail Shop,  Lincoln Square, Urbana 

 Crossroads Corner Consignment, 723 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Dandelion Vintage & Used Clothing, 100 N. Chestnut St., 

Champaign 

 Flora Gems, 302 W. Kirby, Champaign 

 International Galleries, Lincoln Square, Urbana 

 Gameday Spirit, 1422 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Jane Addams Book Shop, 208 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Karen’s Kloset, 231 S. Mattis, Champaign 

 Salvation Army Thrift Store, 109 W. John St., Champaign 

 Spritz Jewelry Company, 205 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Strawberry Fields Natural Food Market, 306 W. Springfield, Urbana 

 Ten Thousand Villages, 105 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 The I.D.E.A. Store, 28 E. Springfield, Second Floor, Champaign 

 Walnut Street Tea Company, 115 S. Walnut St., Champaign 

 

...and there is no better place to relax and be pampered than the BJ Grand Salon, 3006 Crossing Court, 

Champaign.  It is about a 12 minute drive from the hotel and easy to find.   

 



 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

March :    May:  

Patricia A. McNicholas - 22nd Cindy Heflin - 1st 

     Sonja Charness - 16th 

April:      Judy Bredeweg - 19th   

Lucille Anne Schott - 1st 

Susan(Susie) Dewaele - 7th 

Tasha Roedl-Rhodes - 18th 

Aina Holland - 19th 
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Calendar of Events 

 

March 3rd - Convention Reports and Articles due to Convention Committee  

 

March 17 LO reports/Achievement of Excellence Award Application due to State President 

 

April 12 Equal Pay Day Rally 

 

April 22-24 IFBWC State Convention 



The 

ILLINOIS BULLETIN 
Publication Quarterly by: 

The Illinois Federation of  
Business Women’s Clubs,  Inc. 

3309 Robbins Road  #366  
Springfield, IL  62704 

IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 
information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID:  _________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  _____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 

LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


