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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Greetings, ladies!   

It is indeed an honor and privilege to greet you as your 

President, and share with you what is happening in the 

Federation, and what we can look forward to in the months 

ahead. 

There will be more information about the Leadership 

Training Event later in the Bulletin, but I want to personally 

invite all of you to attend, and look forward to seeing you on Saturday, June 11 in 

Champaign.  I hope you will find it both informative and fun. 

And, please don’t forget to mark on your calendars the Interim Board meeting on 

Saturday, November 12, and our 2017 State Convention May 5-7 at the I-Hotel in 

Champaign.  There will be more information forthcoming about both events in the 

coming months. 

President-Elect Tina Suarez and I are going to continue the great tradition started by 

Immediate Past State President Kathy Clark in this past year and go on the road to 

visit all of the locals.  I will be visiting Champaign-Urbana, Clinton, LaGrange/

Chicago, Panhandle, and Paris, while Tina will be visiting Centralia, Highland, Mt. 

Vernon, Metro East, Southwest and Taylorville.  Together we will be traveling to 

the joint meeting we will be setting up with Coles County, Crawford County and 

Effingham.  And, it is our hope to finish all of our traveling visits by mid-October to 

allow us time to go to as many of your special local events as possible.  

We also want to spread the word about your local meetings and events!  Please send 

me your meeting and special schedules as soon as you can so that we can post this 

on our website, as well as our Facebook page.  You can send this information, and 

anything else you want to send to me, to either my President’s email, 

president@ifbwc.org, or my personal email, which has been changed to 

smcgrath1503@gmail.com  

I also want to encourage you to volunteer your services to one of our standing or 

special committees, which are the building blocks of what we hope to accomplish 

this year.  Our Committee Chairs are:  (a) Education, Holly Nordheden, assigned, 

among other things, the development of the mentor/protégé program; (b) Finance, 

Michelle Hagen; (c) Legislation, Amanda Spade, working on such items as the 

creation of an event centered around legislation and/or candidate forums; (d) 

Networking Co-Chairs, Cherie Kesler and Kristin Wakefield, assigned, among other 

things, the study of technology and methodology in the area of marketing which will 

help further our mission.  As part of the Education Committee, Kathy Clark has  
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JUST A SUMMER HELLO FROM PRESIDENT ELECT 

Hello to all of my IFBW sisters. I hope that you are beginning to enjoy your summer. I am just hoping that we 

start to get summer weather temperatures soon. I want to begin my first Illinois IFBW Bulletin article with a 

very special thank you to all of you that had the confidence in me to elect me IFBW President- Elect this year. 

While riding home from Convention I was thinking, What have I done? Then after I got home, I said this is 

going to be a great year for both the organization and myself. I want to thank immediate past president Kathy 

Clark- Eller and her team to get the gears oiled up to began to turn the wheels for the organization in a very 

strong and productive direction. Now it is up to President Susan McGrath and her team to take that work and 

continue on. I know we have many strong ladies in this organization that have and will continue to make this 

club very vibrant. 

Well I will continue to tell you more about myself as many of you may not know a lot about me. I have always 

been a dreamer in life. I live by the motto“ If you can Dream It you can do it.” And the only way to continue 

that is we will make our organization’s dreams come true. I was asked to join Centralia LO by a very special 

lady, Mary Ann Norton. Mary Ann encouraged me to always give my all to the club. I have and I will continue 

to do so. The organization has brought about great new things in my life especially all of my new friends that I 

have met along the way. I do enjoy all of the community activities that our club does and  as well as working 

to make our annual salad luncheon a huge success in order to give local students money to attend college and 

further their education to attain their DREAMS.  

The Accomplishments that I would like to see this year are: 

1. To raise our member numbers. 

2. To assist each local with shared ideas to make their locals stronger. 

3. To encourage members to be involved in our leadership university. 

4. To have each local share their newsletters via email to other locals. 

5. To encourage more members to attend leadership development, interim board meetings and 

convention. 

6. To make visits to all locals with President Mc Grath to assist them in any way that they need us to be 

there for them. 

As I say thank you again to all of you, please keep in mind that I am going to need to have a strong group 

during my presidency next year. If there are any places where you would like to help out next year in a 

state role please don’t hesitate to contact me. You know that I will be contacting you. Let’s make this the 

best year ever.   That is MAKE ALL OF OUR DREAMS COME TRUE. 

Tina Suarez ~ President-Elect 

PRESIDENT CONTINUED... 

graciously agreed to serve as Vice-Chair and devote her considerable time and energy to the development of 

Leadership University.  Our Special Committee Chairs are: (a) Strategic Long Range Planning Committee, 

Cindy Heflin, and (b) Outstanding Working Woman of Illinois, Sylvia Mahle.     

I look forward to a great year in which we will not only expand our membership, but also demonstrate that we 

have programs and events to offer which are relevant to women not only in their careers, but also in their com-

munities.  Let’s get started building a movement!  

President 
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SECRETARY 

I am so excited to serve as your State Secretary this year. I am looking forward to serving this awesome 

organization and helping it continue to grow and change lives. I have felt a part of this organization for many 

years due to my mother being a member for a long time. I have seen our local start at 40-50 members and 

dwindle down to less than 20. I have also seen the state Federation start at 1,000 plus members and dwindle to 

below 350. This organization has seen a lot of changes during the 97 years it has been around. I am proud to be 

a part of the changes we have seen over the past 5 years and the changes we will see in the next 5 years. You 

see, even though my local has only had around 20 members since I joined, and the state had only around 600 

member when I joined, I can still see changes that happened for me because of these few women. Numbers are 

an important part of making this organization last but the kind of people are the most important. 

IFBW is about women helping women in their personal and professional lives which means creating 

relationships and friendships that last a lifetime. There are many mentors I have gained from just being a 

member of this organization. They have helped me become the person I am today and I do not know where I 

would be without them. I used to be terrified to speak in public but now, those of you that know me, know that 

if I have something to say, it doesn’t matter how many people I have to speak in front of. I am going to say 

what I think and how I feel. IFBW gave me the courage and confidence to have a voice. I never thought I 

would ever be a leader of any kind but I have been President of my local organization, now Office Manager at 

my place of work, and I am leading my own team as a wellness advisor. I never would have even thought I 

could do any of these things had it not been for the amazing women of IFBW telling me I could do it, pushing 

me to try new things out of my comfort zone, and just believing in me more than I have myself. 

 

 

TREASURER 

LO Treasurers, we are going to party like it is 1980.  The tape-based telephone answering machine was great, but eve-
rybody got tongue-tied trying to record their greeting.  A company called Crazy Calls would sell you a tape with differ-
ent greetings that you could re-record into your machine.  My favorite was The Rap. 

Actually, that’s only half my message today, so we will take 1980 and divide by 2 = 990.  It’s time to file your IRS 990 at 
www.irs.gov.  Use the FILING tab, find charities and non-profits and file your 990-N e-postcard.  It not only keeps your 
local out of trouble, it helps the IFBWC also.  Back to our message: 

Wait for the beep:  You can file after May 31, but you have to have completed filing successfully in 5 months.  Save the 
confirmation page for your records. 

You gotta leave your name, you gotta leave your number:  Have your EIN, the password into the account, and the 
names and addresses of your officers available.  Ask your outgoing treasurer for this information, or be prepared to 
take extra time to re-establish your account with the IRS. 

Wait for the beep:  We’re done! 
 

Carla Tucker 
IFBWC Treasurer 2016-2017 

http://www.irs.gov
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SECRETARY continued.. 

Last year at convention 2015, Susan McGrath came up to me and asked me to run for Membership 

Representative. I decided to do it, not realizing that there would be 7 other people running for the spot as well. 

I had never been in a contested race in my life and it was difficult for me to come up with reasons that I was 

better fit than the other contestants so I wrote a speech from my heart. I love this organization and am very 

passionate about it. I fully intend on one day, stepping into that State President position and fully serving this 

wonderful organization of women. I was extremely humbled when they announced my name last year as one 

of the Membership Representatives. It was that push, out of my comfort zone from Susan that helped me 

realize what I was capable of. It was that same push this year, that led me to believe I am capable of serving 

IFBW as State Secretary. I truly plan to serve the membership well this year and in the future. 

I want all the ladies of IFBW to realize that no matter where you have come from, who you are, how old you 

are, you can make a difference in someone’s life. This organization is full of women who are great examples of 

that. If you are a brand new member I encourage you to get involved. Get involved at your local level and the 

state level. You truly get more benefits of being a member by getting fully involved. Men do not believe that 

women are capable of certain things such as running a business meeting. As a member of IFBW, you have the 

opportunity of proving these men wrong. Attend state functions to watch and learn how to conduct a business 

meeting. This can prove extremely helpful for advancing your career, for other organizations, etc. Learning this 

task and then putting it into play can give you a huge boost in confidence and help develop all kinds of 

valuable skills. To me, that was the most beneficial thing I had the pleasure of being a part of the first year I 

went to convention. The workshops available were great for individual skill building that are important for 

women to know, but the business meetings were the most intriguing and where I felt I grew the most. This is 

where my journey with IFBW really began. 

Where do you see yourself in 5 years? I never dreamed I would be where I am.  Membership with IFBW 

started my whole journey with my personal life, my professional life, and my true relationships. Starting with 

attending all of my local meetings, to attending leadership conference, to attending convention, then interim 

board, and serving as local officers, then state membership chair, and Membership Rep to State Secretary. All 

of these steps helped me get to where and who I am today, and because of the relationships I&#39;ve built 

through the women of IFBW, the skills I&#39;ve developed through the trainings and belief in me through all 

of these wonderful women, I am proud of who I am today. I could not say this without this organization. Be 

proud of who you are and believe in yourself. Maybe one day, you will serve this organization of over 1,000 

women who believe in helping women. I hope to see this day again and you can help make it happen. 

 

 

Danielle DiMarzio 

State Secretary 2016-2017 
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE 
Thank you to everyone who has “liked” us on Facebook, shared posts, followed us on Twitter, Instagram, 
Google+ or LinkedIn accounts!  Only by sharing and spreading the news about IFBW will we grow.  Please 
continue to forward information about your LO’s to be shared on our social media accounts and don’t forget 
your pictures!  

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their memberships and have brought in new members.  Keep up 
the good work ladies! 

 

Cherie Kesler, Co-Chair     Kristin Wakefield, Co-Chair 

cheriekesler@cheriekesleryourlawyer.com  Kristin.e.martin85@gmail.com 

217-229-3216      618-691-8498 

 OWWI COMMITTEE 
As your OWWI Chair, I am giving all IFBWC members a mission! Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is to 
identify and nominate women who are outstanding in business and in your community. Each year IFBWC 
could award this distinguished award to three women. Some years we have less than three nominations. I 
know each of you know an outstanding business woman. Take it to your LO and nominate her. You have 
plenty of time. Nominations will not be due before 2017. I will update the information and provide a due 
date later this summer. This announcement will not self-destruct like Mission Impossible and this mission is 
NOT impossible. So please start looking around now. I will keep you informed through the web site and 
Illinois Bulletin on when and how to nominate. 

Sylvia Mahle, OWWI Chair      

 Website 
I am finally receiving information from Locals to add to the IFBWC Calendar.  Any Local wanting some free 
advertisement for an event, please send it to me and I will add it to the calendar.  Make sure you have the 
date, time, and place of the event.  Any other information would be wonderful. 

If you publish a monthly newsletter, please send it to me.  All newsletters are added to the website.  Just 
another way to get the word out about your local organization.   

Both the calendar and the newsletters are open to the public.  Anyone going to the website can find out what 
is going on in their area. 

If you have not visited the website lately, go to www.ifbwc.org and check out what is happening. 

Tina Klein     
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Taylorville LO 
 

3 Generations of Taylorville LO Members (picture attached) L TO R Pam Moses, 
Tyler Ann Frump & Diane Beatty  

 

2016 High School Scholarship Winners:   The Taylorville LO awarded four high 
school seniors and will recognize them at their June meeting.    

 

Goals for this year include: Increasing membership, more coverage on events 
and guest speakers.  

 

Scholarship winners for this year are:  

Hope Johnson-University of Missouri-Journalism 

Mallory Westrick-Southern Illinois University Edwardsville-Nursing 

Carly Aldridge-Illinois State University-Interior Design 

Mary Kate Curtin-Lincoln Land Community College-Animal Science 

 

Mellisa,  

Taylorville LO President   

Southwestern Illinois LO 

 
SWI has join together to help fight cancer.  You can join us or donate by going to:   

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/?team_id=2040167&pg=team&fr_id=72266 

 

Join us for some fun and fundraising at Hey Guys Comedy Club, 5225 N Illinois St, Fairview Heights, Illinois 

62208. 

Sat, June 11th at 9:00 pm for some laughs with James Johann!  

Tickets are only $15 and 8$ of each ticket goes directly to Relay for Life O'Fallon.  

Tickets must be purchased by a Relay for Life Teammate. Contact Kristin Wakefield at 618-691-8498 for 

tickets or more information 

 

 

Kristen Wakefield 
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Centralia LO 
At our March General Meeting Mary Ann Norton and Lorraine Bassett 

presented the program, “Getting to Know BPW”. They introduced 

“Celia M Howard” portrayed by Carrie Perkins-Schnicker. Other 

officers and members shared their responsibilities as well. Lorraine 

Bassett and Mary Ann Norton conducted a beautiful memorial service 

for lost member Delores Wanzo. Diana Donahoo, BPW Member and 

Director, Centralia Regional Library accepted our annual donation. 

Our annual Guest Night dinner and program was held on April 13th at 

the Cornerstone Methodist Church. Thanks to chairs Sharon Sanders 

and Diana Donahoo, we enjoyed wonderful evening. Our guest speaker 

Dr. Penny Quinn, President of Kaskaskia College shared her life and education experience. Tischa Daugherty, 

Scholarship Committee Chair awarded ten scholarships. The club is able to make these awards as the result of 

a highly successful Scholarship Salad Luncheon which was held in October. Lorraine Bassett, Membership 

Committee Co-chair recognized membership longevity in increments of five years. Five members worked the 

Recycle Center April 9th. 

Two Reality Stores were held in April. On April 8th we had 97 

volunteers and many stayed all day at the Junior High which enabled 

13 schools with 300 students to experience a dose of reality for the day 

at the Centralia Junior High. Reality Store is a big job and it was well 

done by chairs Sylvia Mahle and Karen Walsh and their committee. 

On April 26 th we presented 

Reality Store to the Alternative 

School for the first time with 17 

volunteers and 60 students.  

We are so proud of LaQuila 

Graham who was awarded for her Leadership Development Speak-off 

Competition and Erika Sanders who received the Outstanding Working 

Woman of Illinois Award at the State Convention. 

We welcomed three new members in May, Kim Voss, Mandy Smith-

Albers and Mimi Hawkins 

We installed our 2016-2017 officers at the General 

Meeting in May. Pictured (l-r) Patty Brough, 

Installing Officer, Michele Garrison, President, 

Alishia Winkler, Vice-President, Diana Donahoo, 

Recording Secretary, Karen Rogers, proxy for Diana 

Adams, Corresponding Secretary, Sally Tiemann, 

Treasure, Lorraine Bassett, Installing Officer.  Past 

President Melodie Ainslie passed the gavel to 

Michele who presented her with a clock/plaque from 

the club. 

BalloonFest is just around the corner –August 19, 20 & 21.  As our major fundraiser for the year, we contract 

with the local chamber of commerce to sell soft drinks and ice at the event.  Volunteers are signing up, our 

vendors, are ready and every detail is covered, thanks to Tina Suarez and Betheny Hall.  If you are in the area, 

stop by Foundation Park and visit the many members and friends who will be there all weekend helping.  Hope 

to see you there! 
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Survey Says…. 
Information from Convention Survey 

Membership in Years

1 Year or Less

1-3 Years

4-5 Years

6-10 Years

11-15 Years

16-20 Years

20+ Years

Conventions Attended

FIRST !

1-5 Times

6-10 Times

11-15 Times

15+ Times
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Survey Says…. 

Information from Convention Survey continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Comments about Registration: 

1.  “Dinners need to be “sold”.  Have better explanation to entice attendance. “ 

2. “(Registration desk) Ladies helpful and knowledgeable.  If members would complete forms correctly, total would 
be easier to calculate. “ 

3. “Would have been more convenient closer (registration desk) to meeting rooms. “ 

4. “It was OK, just don’t understand no bags, no info and agenda we printed ourselves?” 

5. “Very easy to register on line.  On-site registration was too far from convention space.” 

6. “Liked the savings for the e-packet.” 

“Think you should charge a flat rate and have convention booklets printed.  There is no savings, so why not print them 
and make it a packet?” 

1-3 (LOW), 2
4 -6 (GOOD), 1

7-9 (BETTER), 5

10 (BEST), 17

Registration Process 
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Survey Says…. 

Information from Convention Survey continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Comments about Meals: 

1.  Saturday lunch was very good.  The evening meal, my pork was not cooked complete.  The breakfast’s 
options were good.  Soup and salad would be good for lunch. 

2. Comp breakfast from hotel was nice bonus.  Enjoyed Sat’s CMH luncheon buffet – can take much or little 
you want.  Suggestions:  lighters, smaller meals, and/or smaller portions – and at lower costs. 

3. Sufficient - really no WOW factor. 

4. To big/not enough.  No dessert at CMH luncheon – we (BPW) paid for it and didn’t get it. 

5. Food was good.  Service very helpful.  Missing menu.  Menu a disappointment. 

6. Pork was very underdone.   Two of the salads were very fresh.  Didn’t serve dessert at CMH luncheon. 

7. The meals were very tasty.  However we did not receive dessert at the CMH luncheon and we did pay for it. 
I was very disappointed in the conference room service.  Iced tea, coffee, water and glasses were not 
refreshed as needed. 

8. Hotel breakfast was very complete – fantastic a “10”!  Honey-mustard chicken is not to everyone’s liking…
to strong. 

9. Yummy! 

10. Food was good, but the accommodations were way too tight.  Service in the meeting room was poor – not 
refreshed at noon, water, etc. not replenished.  

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

1-5 (Low) 6 - 7 (Good) 8-9 (Better) 10 (Best) Did Not Take 
Meal

Meals

Meals
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Survey Says…. 

Information from Convention Survey continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Comments Regarding Thursday Art & Wine and Saturday Keynote Speaker: 

1.  THUR:  Location was easy to find.  Parking information would have come in “handy”.  Great environment. 

2. THUR: Could have been more information regards artists and art forms. 

3. THUR: Okay – only because I’m not “into” art, but the social time was great! 

4. SAT:  She was fantastic!  Relevant & just right for morning! J 

5. SAT: her!  Would love to hear same speaker again!! 

6. SAT: Very informative, very engaging – Excellent!! 

7. SAT: Laura was fantastic!  Great, enjoyed her energy! 

8. SAT: Excellent – speakers like this is what we need to offer members.  Reduce business to more condense 
and more one day meeting.  Spend time for members with great speakers to learn something. 

9. SAT: She was awesome and gave a very good motivational speech. 

0 5 10 15 20 25

1-3 (Low)

4-6 (Good)

7-8 (Better)

9-10 (Best)

Did not Attend

Keynote Speaker - Saturday

Thursday Art & Wine
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Survey Says…. 

Information from Convention Survey continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Comments from members of what they are “wanting” when they attend convention: 

1. Had such a good time getting together with everyone. 

2. Seeing friends. 

3. Looking for fresh ideas to interest new members and keep current members involved. 

4. Enjoy seeing all “old” friends and making new ones!  Working – putting a path for possible options that will fit 
our group NOW. Keeping our eyes open and learning to be flexible and not keeping our blinders on and falling 
into the “we always did it this way….” 

5. “New Information and exchange of ideas.  Seeing old friends and making new ones.”  

Wanting from Convention ?

New Info

Networking

Rejuvenation

Other
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Survey Says…. 

Information from Convention Survey continued… 
 What would YOU like to see changed/
improved at Convention? 

1.  More speakers, breakfast sessions, 
Women Helping Women – less business 
meetings.  If business would be reduced to 
one day…it would offer more time for a 
real convention. 

2. Streamline the business meeting side 
to make it easier and maybe not so 
intimidating for possible future leaders.  
Review Robert’s Rules…as it’s so dry, not 
interesting and repetitive.  The world, 
unless in Government, is run a bit quicker.  
Separate meetings from programs/

awards/CMH lunch, OWWI, etc.   Offer this on two days – however that can be accomplished.  Bring in more 
speakers, such as Laura C-C ~ equally, Leadership University Programs, one on one or mentor programs.  Let’s 
REALLY get out of the box!  How to run meeting for new-future leaders. 

3. Need to offer more than business sessions for members or people will not attend.   Members want to learn &/
or better themselves. 

4. Members should share their successes not only in their clubs but in their lives.   More buildup of speakers and 
programs rather than just agenda. 

5. Allow time to explore the convention city. 

6. If Iron Jawed Angels and Leadership U had gone as planned, it would have been perfect.  Some learning, some 
business and some fun.   Be careful with big changes.  You do not want to miss the business portion.  Education 
is good. 

7. More fun activities like the wine paring and the cinema art gallery.  I enjoyed the entire event.   (Suggest that) 
election time should be adjusted to 30 minutes, instead of 2 hour time limit. 

8. Dinner needs to be improved. 

9. I liked the convention this year.  Food & vendors need improving.  

10. Go back to having work-shops during the pre-convention board meeting. 

11. More fun and less prompt & circumstance. 

12. I think we could make the meeting part less by having reports on-line, instead of people providing them orally.  
Less meetings & more fun times.  Thursday night evet was lots of fun.  The voting time needs to be shortened 
since we are now only voting on the convention site.  ½ hour would be enough time instead of 2 hours.  
Disappointed that there were no vendors. 

13. Try the audio-visual equipment before the convention and not leave it up to Tina to fix. 

14. Good program, keep bringing more speakers J  I liked when we had multiple break-out sessions to choose 
from.  What about offering to let members submit their own presentations to offer like the mentor one? 

15. (Suggest that) where each member works be added to the name tag – it could spark a conversation. 

Overall Rating

Satisfied

NOT Satisfied 
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Survey Says…. 

Information from Convention Survey continued… 

 What can be done to interest more members of your LO to attend 
convention?  
1. Cost/price and time commitment. 

2. Have at a spa! 

3. Not sure, because we talk it up and our club pays for most of the expense for attending.  Members not 
willing to give up time. 

4. It’s hard to get members to attend our functions locally!  Workshops, fun activities???  Once you get them 
there though – they will go back! 

5. Exciting program(s), speakers. 

6. More programs, streamline the business part. 

7. Cost.  Maybe use some of the extra money we have in our coffers to help first timers attend. 

8. Less meetings and more fun times.   Smaller registration fees – use some of the money that IFBW has to off
-set some of the expenses. 

9. The problem starts with LO’s. 

10. Cost may be the issue with most people. 

11. Educate & promote on a personal level.  Have new members write endorsements and give reasons (why) 
to attend.   Have officers talk to LO Presidents, visits and emphasis the value it adds to members. 

12. Continue to balance meetings with fun.  Keep convention prices low. 

13. We ask this question every year and have yet to find the answer.  This year’s nice balance between fun and 
business is a great start. 

14. More buildup of speakers and programs, rather than just agenda. 

15. Need to offer more than just business sessions for members or people will not attend. 

16. Hopefully we’ll start to really look at this area in more detail.  Plug the idea of business on one day and 
“party” – awards/recognition/speakers/programs on another. 

Of the handful of first time attendees, only TWO completed the survey.  Their numbers/remarks ARE documented in 
the charts above – but thought it might be SMART to review their comments in more detail. 

 One has been a member one year or less, the other first time attendee to convention – but a 4-5 year 
member of the organization. 

 Both gave the Saturday speaker a 10! 

 Each gave meals an 8. 

 Of “what did you enjoy most…” one answered, “The Saturday speaker.”  The other, “Learning about 
IFBW!  History and plans for the future.” 

 Of “what did you enjoy least…” one answered, “Moving of meeting rooms.”  The other, “Not enough 
time to mingle and discuss LO’s, fundraisers & activities.” 

 Of “what can be done to interest more to attend…” one answered, “Cost/price & time commitment.” 
The other, “have at a spa!” 
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Leadership Conference 
 

We will be having our Leadership Training Event on Saturday, June 11 at the Springer Cultural Center, 301 

N. Randolph, Champaign, Illinois.  This will be an event that is designed for both new and ongoing members 

of the Federation!  And, it is also open to the public, so please feel free to invite friends who you think would 

benefit from the training and be potential members as well.  The registration fee is $20 for attendees who 

want electronic packets, and $25 for attendees who prefer printed materials. 

There will be iced tea, coffee and ice water for the day.  The Champaign-Urbana local is contributing chips 

and candy snacks.  Lunch is being provided by Michael’s Catering, a local Champaign business, and is in-

cluded in the cost of registration.  You will need to select what you want to each by June 7 and send your 

meal choice to Susan McGrath so that they can be submitted in time for preparation.  There are many op-

tions, including sandwiches, salads, and vegetarian selections.  Please go to Michael’s Catering website, 

ww.michaelscateringevents.com, and select box meals to select your option.   

 

The agenda for the event is: 

9:00-9:30 Registration 

9:30-10:00 Introductions and LO Reports 

10:00-11:15 “Rebuilding Your Organization 101” 

  Panelists:  Carol Burk, President, Mt. Vernon BWC; Tina Suarez, President 

  Elect; Barbara Wysocki, President, Champaign County League of Women Voters 

11:15-12:15 Lunch 

12:15-1:30 “Becoming an Effective Leader” 

  Fayrene Wright, Past State President and Crawford County Clerk; with materials   

  from Networking Co-Chair Kristin Wakefield; and another speaker TBA 

 

There is limited parking onsite, off street parking, and in the parking deck across the street.  The meeting 

room is accessible.  The Springer Cultural Center is located in the heart of downtown Champaign, so be sure 

to leave time at the end of the event to sightsee, shop and dine!  
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WHAT CAN I DO IN CHAMPAIGN-URBANA? 

 

For those of you who are planning to attend the IFBW State Convention April 22-24 in Champaign, Illinois, 

you may want to know about the community and what it has to offer you and anyone you bring with you.  The 

following are suggestions close to the Hawthorn Suites for activities you may enjoy with local flavor.  We 

have many fine national establishments that have stores in Champaign and Urbana as well, so we wanted to 

focus on our great local establishments! 

 

Restaurants and Specialty Dining 

 

 Bacaro, 113 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Big Grove Tavern, 1 E. Main St., Champaign 

 Black Dog Smoke & Ale House, 201 N. Broadway, Urbana 

 Café Kopi, 109 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Courier Cafe, 111 N. Race St., Urbana 

 Crane Alley, 115 W. Main St., Urbana 

 Cream and Flutter, 114 N. Walnut, Champaign 

 Dancing Dog Eatery & Juicery (vegan), 126 W. Main St., Urbana 

 El Toro, 723 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Esquire Lounge, 106 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Escobar’s Restaurant, 6 E. Columbia Ave., Champaign 

 Farren’s Pub & Eatery, 308 N. Randolph, Champaign 

 Fiesta Café, 216 S. 1st St., Champaign 

 Lil Porgy’s Barbeque, 101 W. University, Urbana 

 Manzella’s Italian Patio, 115 S. 1st St., Champaign 

 Merry Ann’s Diner, 1510 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Milo’s Restaurant, 2870 S. Philo Rd., Urbana 

 Mirabelle Fine Pastries, 124 W. Main St., Urbana 

 Nando Milano, 204 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Nitaya Thai, 134 W. Church St., Champaign 

 Pekara Bakery & Bistro, 116 N. Neil St., Champaign—Bakery and speciality drinks 

 Peking Garden Restaurant, 206 N. Randolph St., Champaign 

 Radio Maria, 119 N. Walnut, Champaign 

 Sam’s Café, 115 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 Seven Saints, 32 E. Chester St., Champaign 

 Siam Terrace, 212 W. Main St., Urbana 
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WHAT CAN I DO IN CHAMPAIGN-URBANA? 

Continued... 

Restaurants and Specialty Dining continued.. 

 Silvercreek, 402 N. Race St., Urbana 

 Timpone’s, 710 S. Goodwin, Urbana 

 V. Picasso Wine Bar & Restaurant, 122 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Watson’s Shack & Rail, 211 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 

Shopping 

 Alto Vineyards, 4210 N. Duncan Road, Champaign 

 Art Mart, 1705 N. Prospect, Champaign 

 Calico Jewelry, Lincoln Square Mall, Urbana 

 Christopher’s Fine Jewelry, 124 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Common Ground Co-op, Lincoln Square, Urbana 

 Connections Retail Shop,  Lincoln Square, Urbana 

 Crossroads Corner Consignment, 723 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Dandelion Vintage & Used Clothing, 100 N. Chestnut St., 

Champaign 

 Flora Gems, 302 W. Kirby, Champaign 

 International Galleries, Lincoln Square, Urbana 

 Gameday Spirit, 1422 S. Neil St., Champaign 

 Jane Addams Book Shop, 208 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Karen’s Kloset, 231 S. Mattis, Champaign 

 Salvation Army Thrift Store, 109 W. John St., Champaign 

 Spritz Jewelry Company, 205 N. Neil St., Champaign 

 Strawberry Fields Natural Food Market, 306 W. Springfield, Urbana 

 Ten Thousand Villages, 105 N. Walnut St., Champaign 

 The I.D.E.A. Store, 28 E. Springfield, Second Floor, Champaign 

 Walnut Street Tea Company, 115 S. Walnut St., Champaign 

 

...and there is no better place to relax and be pampered than the BJ Grand Salon, 3006 Crossing Court, 

Champaign.  It is about a 12 minute drive from the hotel and easy to find.   
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 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

June:    July:       

Kathy Beals - 1st  Chris LaFrance - 2nd 

    Sharon Deahl - 2nd 

    Peg Spear - 19th 

    Eleanor Rose Bourke - 25th 

August:    Susan Tungate - 25th  

Gayle Gurthie - 9th  Nancy Clark - 27th 

    Wilma Harpole - 30th 

    Tina Klein - 31th 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 June 11 - Leadership  - Springer Cultural Center, 301 N. Randolph, Champaign, IL 

 

July 21 - 24  - Women’s Professional Empowerment Alliance Summer Event  - Detroit Michigan 

 

August 15 - Information to IL Bulletin Editor for Sept. IB Editor  (Tina Klein) & Pres. McGrath 

 

August 19 - LO Goals due to State President  (Postmarked by the 18th) 

 

November 12 - Interim Board 

 

May  5 - 7, 2017 - State Convention 



The 

ILLINOIS BULLETIN 
Publication Quarterly by: 

The Illinois Federation of  
Business Women’s Clubs,  Inc. 

3309 Robbins Road  #366  
Springfield, IL  62704 

IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 
information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID:  _________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  _____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 

LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


