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Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc.  

99th Annual State Convention May 1 - 3, 2020 

 

“Remember, Renew, Recharge” 

 

Call to Convention 
 

It is my pleasure as your President to officially call you to our 2020 State Conven-
tion May 1-May 3 at the Champaign Holiday Inn in Champaign, Illinois.  As I 
write this, I sit here at a café table in the front of the Schnucks grocery store where 
one of my Girl Scout troops is selling cookies.  I can hear my Junior High aged 
girls cheerfully ask prospective customers to buy cookies, and complete their sales, 
multiplying and counting money.  It reminds me of the mission of our Federation, 
for all of us to work toward a common goal.  No, not cookies, although, I am eat-
ing some of those thin mints right now.  We collectively want a better world for 
women: our sisters, daughters, and granddaughters.  I teach my Girl Scouts to 
know their value, be bold, take adventures, and to, whenever possible, LEAD.  
Many of these lessons I learned from you, my IFBWC sisters.  I hope these lessons 
stay with these girls as they grow into women in this world around them.  I hope 
they learn and remember in this moment their strength together.  We are stronger 
together, and we can solve problems and tackle issues better as a group.  That is 
why we belong to IFBWC and that is why I hope to see all of you at convention 
this May. 

Yep, it is almost that time.  My favorite IFBWC time of the year.  Spring is the 
time or renewal, growth and new beginnings.  There is so much hope in Spring 
(yes, I’m over the cold weather, too). But, it is also the time when we get together 
and work through the business of the year as a collective group.  There is some 
routine business which we will address, such as a few bylaw revisions, and the ap-
proval of our next year's budget.  More importantly, it is also the time when the 
leaders and members of our Federation come together to brainstorm new ideas and 
share our successes.   That is my favorite part and why I never miss convention.  I 
look forward to it so much.  I hope you do as well.  

Our Education Task Force has been hard at work and has some exciting ideas as 
we move into the next year.  Our Convention this year is in my Hometown Cham-
paign.  The planning committee has been diligently working to welcome you.  It 
will be a wonderful convention.  It is not one to miss; I promise you that!  On Fri-
day, we have our pre-convention board meeting followed by some exciting work-
shops focused on women's healthy and tasty nutrition, women's safety, and wom-
en's wellness.   Friday, we also have a networking happy hour to share your ideas 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT 

Happy Almost Spring! It is hard to believe our year is almost over! I have thoroughly enjoyed visiting our 
locals and getting to meet a lot of you! One of my goals at the beginning of our year, was to visit each one of 
our locals and I almost accomplished this with the exception of two. I am hoping in 2020 I will be able to visit 
ALL of you!  

I appreciate everyone who welcomed me, Past State President, Fayrene Wright, and Chair of Nominations 
Beth Galicia to your meetings and events. I learned a lot this past year and I would like to believe I have 
learned a lot about each local individually. The cards I asked members to fill out, were very helpful allowing 
me to get a glimpse of what our membership as a whole expects from the Illinois Federation and would like to 
see at state events.  

In December, I enjoyed visiting Mt. Vernon as they celebrated the holidays with their Christmas Party. One of 
their members, owns a gorgeous Bed & Breakfast that is Elvis themed! The venue itself was amazing and 
definitely a place to visit even just for a weekend. I did learn that some of their members are pretty ruthless 
when it comes to “Dirty Santa”. You don’t DARE take away some of those ladies’ Snowmen!  

In January, I had the luxury of visiting Centralia BPW and being a part of their Trivia Night! It was a great 
event, very successful, and I believe they were able to reach different businesses and people through this 
event. I also visited Taylorville and learned about their different programs and fundraisers. It was eye-opening 
to see how different each local operates and the different, unique programs each come up with.  

February, I had my last visit in Highland. It is exciting to see how active most of our local organizations are 
throughout the year and how different but yet the same each one is. All our locals have the same, main focus 
behind them but different approaches to it. There is a good mixture of fun, networking and learning from what 
I have seen and I believe each local can benefit from one another by sharing ideas!  

I am extremely excited about this year’s convention! President Cherie Kesler has some great workshops and 
speakers lined out plus a great schedule that makes sense. Saturday evening will be a little more relaxed by 
not being so jam-packed with events and we will all get a chance to celebrate during the Roaring 20’s 
Installation Party! I hope everyone wears their best flapper costumes and come prepared to dance the 
Charleston! It will be a great way to bring in 2020 for IFBWC and get to know our new State Board members, 
make new friends, and build memories with old friends! 

I am looking forward to seeing you all May 1 in Champaign at the Holiday Inn!  

 

Danielle DiMarzio 

President-Elect 2019-20 

with your fellow members and welcome our OWWI winners.  At the Friday dinner, we celebrate the successes 
of women and award our OWWI winners.  Afterwards, we will open the first business session, followed by the 
President's Roast.  Saturday morning, we will have vendors showing their wares for our shopping pleasure.  
We will start our IFBWC day with our speak-off contestants.  I’m so excited to hear what these young women 
have to say.  We will have the Celia Howard luncheon to celebrate the achievements of our Celia Howard 
scholarship winners, and hear their inspiring stories.  And, we will end our Saturday with our vibrant roaring 
20’s themed installation banquet with an inspirational key-note speaker and some fun 20’s style dancing.   

Be watching for details about registration.  I hope to see all of you there!   

Cherie Kesler, President 

Call to Convention continued... 
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FROM THE STATE SECRETARY 
 

Greetings, members, from your Federation Secretary!  I am so looking forward to seeing you all in Champaign 
for our state convention May 1-May 3 at the newly refurbished Champaign Holiday Inn!  We are scheduled to 
hear some amazing speakers on topics related to our state platform, who will enlighten and inspire us.  The UN 
Commission on Women's Rights has reported in advance of its women's global conference this year that world 
wide, one in three women will experience sexual or physical violence in their lifetime, women continue to be 
paid less than men for doing the same work, hundreds of thousands of women die each year from 
complications in pregnancy and childbirth, and women continue to bear a disproportionate burden of unpaid 
care work for children and/or parents.  In the United States, the glass ceiling is still firmly in place, and women 
are largely denied positions of leadership in the boardroom, in politics, and in the courtroom or on the bench.  
All of this underscores the importance of the Illinois Federation and why our work must continue.  We must 
carry this message to a new generation of women too, and that is a challenge we are addressing with our 
scholarship program, our speakoff program, and our active efforts to recruit new young members.  I hope you 
will not only come yourself to convention, but also bring a friend or family member who would benefit from 
membership in our Federation.  Let us continue to band together for governance, education, leadership and fun 
at our state convention.  

 
Susan McGrath 

Secretary 

Past President 
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FROM THE STATE TREASURER 
This has been a learning year for me.  Even though I have held this position in the past, I learned a lot more 
this year.  Yes, even I can learn more about this organization.  I have learned so much about being a leader, 
working with other women and different cultures in Illinois.  I encourage each and every one of you to grow 
and learn by filling a Chair position or even an Executive Committee position in the Local level and/or State 
Level.  Invite your friends, co-workers, and family to join you.  This organization has a lot to offer all women 
no matter what experience in life and work you may have.  Everyone asks what this organization has to offer.  
So this is what IFBWC has to offer: 

1.  Leadership skills through taking a position on the Executive Committee at the Local and State Level.  By 
taking and teaching a Leadership University module.  By mentoring and being mentored by other members at 
the Local Level and State Level. 

2.  Leadership University modules you can learn on your own. some Local Organizations have teamed up with 
the Chamber of Commerce to hold workshops.  Take the modules to the local College, any Girls Clubs in the 
area, and hold your own workshop to promote IFBWC and teach the modules. 

3.  Create a Mentorship program.  Work with youth groups, women at the local college, Big Sisters clubs, or 
YMCA to mentor women in your area.  Also, use the Mentorship program for women within the Local 
Organization.  Use workshops to close the gap between generations.  There is a Generation Gap video on the 
website to help with this program. 

4.  Friendships and Networking.  The friendships that you have an opportunity to create and the networking 
opportunities at every Local and State meeting are priceless.  IFBWC has such a diverse group of women who 
have a very wide range of skills and life experiences.  It is amazing the relationships this organization gives 
every member the opportunity to create.  

These are just a few things this organization has given me.  Life experiences that I would never have received 
otherwise.  I hope that you find the time to join me and other wonderful women at the Annual Convention May 
1 - 3 in Champaign.  I would love to sit and talk with you.  

 

Tina Klein 

2019 - 2020 Treasurer 

 

IFBWC WEBSITE UPDATES 

I am happy to say that all the Past State President interview videos are now on the website.  If you really want 
to know the history and get some really good advice , go to the Members Only section and at the very bottom 
of the menu is the Past State Presidents videos.  Some of them are very long, but worth every minute. 

 

Tina Klein 

IFBWC Webmistress 
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CHAIR OF NOMINATIONS REPORT 

I am happy to announce that we have filled most of the positions for next year.  Danielle and I have worked 
hard and traveled far to meet as many members as possible.  That said, there are a few positions still available 

if you know of someone who would be perfect for the position please contact me or Danielle DiMarzio. 

 

Available Positions: 

 

Membership Representatives and Alternate Membership Representatives: Represent the members as 
voting member of the IFBWC Board at Interim Board, Convention, and any other items that need Board 
Approval.  For more information on this position, see Bylaws on page 10 of this newsletter. 

 

OWWI Representative:  Update the Application for the current year.  Distribute the application to all Locals.  
Collect the applications and approve 1 to 3 applicants to receive the award.  Present the winners at the OWWI 

Award event at Convention. 

 

Convention Chair and Convention Committee Members:  Convention Chair works with the current 
President, President-Elect, and the hosting hotel to organize meeting space, workshops, meals, and vendors.  
Convention Team members needed:  Registration, Voting Judge, Floor Coordinators, First Timer Workshop 

Chair, Time Keepers, and Vendor Coordinator. 

 

Running for Elected Positions: 

I received applications for the following positions. 

President-Elect - Amanda Burk 

Secretary - Diann Bomer 

Treasurer - Tina Klein 

Membership Representatives:  Tammy Resch, Deanna Whitington, Jenny Ravanh 

Alternate Membership Representatives: Misty Nabors 

 

If you wish to run for any of the above positions, please contact myself and/or Danielle DiMarzio.  The 
deadline for applications was February 1st.  You will need to be nominated from the Convention Floor and be 
prepared to give a speech and some gifts for the Convention Attendees to help persuade them to vote for you. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beth Galicia, Chair of Nominations 
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ERA REPORT 

OMG!!!  I am so excited.  Virginia passed the ERA.  Now we just need to get the deadline crap out of the way 
and we are golden.  So, again make sure you contact your representatives to make sure they vote to get this 
done. 

One note:  I just saw an advertisement for a tv series on the life of Phyllis Schlafly.  She is against ERA.  So it 
is even more important that you contact your representatives to vote for ERA and removing the deadline date.  
I am not sure how this series will inspire the opposing side.  I would love to see this taken care of before this 
series really hits the airways. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are two bills pending in Congress to lift the ERA deadline: HJRes38 and SJRes6. 

For the House of Representatives, Robin Kelly is the last Illinois person we would expect to co-sponsor but 
hasn't yet. In the Senate for this resolution, every democrat sponsor can only sign-on with a republican buddy. 
Please call Senator Durbin (202) 224-2152 about SJRes6.  

Nationally, the focus this summer is getting a markup and vote in the House.  

Federal Updates: 

Remove the Deadline 
 
The resolution in Congress to remove the deadline is H.J. Res. 38 and S.J. Res. 6.  The ERA Coalition is 
attempting to get 214 co-sponsors in the House to demonstrate the support for this resolution.  Currently there 
are 200 co-sponsors in the House, and over one-half of the Illinois delegation is included in that number.   We 
may be able to persuade Representatives Bost and Davis to become Republican co-sponsors because they are 
in tight races. In the Senate, the co-sponsors must be in pairs, a Democrat with a Republican.  Our Senators, 
Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth, are likely co-sponsors, but they are both Democrats, and will need to 
find Republican co-sponsors.  Please contact them to take this action.  
 

Tina Klein 

ERA Representative 

 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-joint-resolution/38
https://www.billtrack50.com/BillDetail/1039552
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-joint-resolution/38
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/6


Page 7 Illinois Bulletin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ILLINOIS FEDERATION OF BUSINESS WOMEN's CLUB, INC. 

TAYLORVILLE CHAPTER 

Spring Fashion Show & Lunch 

April 4, 2020 

Taylorville Christian Church Fellowship Hall 

10:00 am - Doors open  

11:00 am -Lunch 

11:45 am - Fashion Show 

Cost: $25.00 

Reservations due: March 28, 2020 

For Reservations Contact: 

     Dorris Schroyer at: 

         Dorris.schroyer@yahoo.com 

         Home phone:  217-824-8669 

         Cell phone:  21820-8669 
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MT. VERNON LO REPORT 

 

 The speaker for our January meeting was Amy McKinney from the Diapers & More Ministry.  Amy told us 
how the organization was begun and how it operates.  They serve all ages of people in need who live in our 
area. The main items they provide are diapers and personal hygiene items. 

  Nat Wellen went over some changes in legislation that is coming up.  She also discussed our Candidate’s 
Forum which we are sponsoring on March 5. 

  Our last fundraiser of this fiscal year will be our Soup and Sandwich Luncheon which will be held March 23. 

******************************************************************* 

  The speaker for our February meeting was Sherry Meadows.  Sherry spoke to us about property tax 
assessments and exemptions.  Club members appreciated all of the information she gave us. 

  The OWWI committee gave a report on the progress of the information that needs to 
be sent in.  Natalie Wellen has almost completed her part of the application. 

  The preparation for our Candidate’s Forum has been finalized. 

  The nominations committee will present their selections for board members and 
officers for the next fiscal year at the March meeting. 

  The scholarship forms have been sent out to the area schools. 

  We have a new member, Roberta Clark.  We will have a special ceremony for her next month. 

 

CONVENTION HELP 

 

 HELP US MAKE CONVENTION GREAT 

State Convention is quickly approaching!  We are planning for a great Convention.  We have three great 
workshops planned, a fabulous keynote speaker for Saturday night and a dynamic Post Convention Board 
speaker.  This year OWWI awards will be given out at dinner on Friday night in order to give that a special 
focus.  We will mingle with they at Happy Hour before the dinner.  Installation will have a Roaring 20s theme, 

so find your best flapper dress and come prepared to learn to dance the Charleston.  But we NEED YOU. 
There are several positions that need to be filled in order to make this a great Convention.  We need volunteers 
to work the registration desk and serve as floor tellers, pages and timekeepers. We also need someone to be the 

Resolution Chair and Election Judges.  Most position are a short time commitment and you can still participate 
in the Convention.  So, if you are interested in helping with Convention, please Contact Pat McNicholas at 
pmcnicholas@earthlink.net. 
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Board Rules 

 

Motions:  Must be in writing, signed by the maker of the motion and the person seconding the 
motion.  Furnished to the Chair before action is taken.  Motion forms are available for this pur-
pose.  Only members of the voting body may introduce motions.  

 

Debate:  To ask recognition from the Chair, the speaker should proceed to the microphone and 
give name and title.  The speaker shall state whether speaking in the affirmative or negative.  
Debate on a motion shall be limited to two minutes per speaker, and ten minutes for each 
question.  General consent is needed for additional time and if there is an objection to general 
consent, a formal vote must be taken, with 2/3rds vote required to grant additional time. 

 

No member shall speak a second time until everyone wishing to speak has had an opportunity.  
An observer may participate in debate, provided there is no board member wishing to speak, 
asking recognition by the same procedure as required by a member of the voting body. 

 

Timekeeper: The Chair will appoint a timekeeper.  It is the timekeeper’s duty to indicate to 
each speaker a 30 second warning before time expires. 

 

Reports:  Each standing and special committee chair presenting a report has the time indicated 
after their title on the Board Agenda.  There are also written reports included within your board 
packet. 

 

Parliamentary Authority:  Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 10
th
 Edition, is the parlia-

mentary authority for this meeting. 

 

Seating:  All voting board members should sit towards the head table.  Standing Committee 
Chairs have assigned seating. 

 

Observers should sit behind the voting members.  Any Standing Committee Chair who is ab-

sent may provide a delegate to replace them per Section 6 of the Federation Bylaws. 
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Bylaws Changes 
  Current Wording: 

ARTICLE VIII 
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP REPRESENTATIVES 

Section 1. The State shall be composed of the following existing Local Organizations: 

 

Section 2. a)  It shall be the duty of four (4) Membership Representatives to serve on the Board of   
Directors.  Any member in good standing may be nominated or may self-nominate as a 
Membership Representative.  Representatives shall be elected at each annual convention for a 
term of one (1) year. 

 

 b) Any member in good standing may be nominated or may self-nominate as an Alternate 
Membership Representative.  Alternate Membership Representatives will serve as a voting 
Board member only in the absence of a Membership Representative.  Up to four (4) Alternate 
Membership Representatives shall be elected at each annual convention for a term of one (1) 
year. 

   

 c) Only one (1) elected Membership Representative and one (1) Alternate Representative can 
be from the same local unless there are no other locals who have members willing to run. 

 

Proposed Change:  Delete Section 1  and renumber the following section 2 to Section 1. 

Rationale :  Since there are many Local Organizations that are disbanding and some interest in creating new 
Local Organizations, this will need to be changed and voted on every year.  The Locals are kept in the 
Leadership Guide and reported to the IRS every year so there is always a record on active Local 
Organizations. 

 

Centralia Greater Peoria Panhandle Area 

Champaign/Urbana Highland Paris 

Clinton Kewanee Rantoul 

Coles County La Grange/Chicago Southwestern Illinois 

Crawford County Metro East Taylorville 

Eastern Illinois University (Student Level Club) Morris   

Effingham Mt. Vernon   
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Bylaws Changes 
 

 

Current Wording:  

ARTICLE X 

NOMINATIONS 

Section 3. No one shall be nominated for any office unless they are an active member in good standing of 
a local organization and whose consent to serve has not been first obtained in writing. 

Proposed Wording:  

Section 3. No one shall be nominated for any office unless they are an active member in good standing 
and whose consent to serve has not been first obtained in writing. 

Rationale :   Taking out "of a local organization" will give Members-At-Large the opportunity to be nominated 
for office. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Current Wording: 

ARTICLE XI 

ELECTIONS 

Section 6. Only candidates who officially and publicly support the State Legislation Platform shall be 
eligible for election to office. 

 

Proposed  Wording: 

Section 6. Only candidates who officially and publicly do not speak against the State Legislation Platform 
shall be eligible for election to office. 

Rationale :  The change was made for the Speak-off candidates a few years ago, it would give some latitude 
for  members who do not agree with the Legislation Platform to run for office. 
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Bylaws Changes continued... 
 

Current Wording:   

ARTICLE XV 

STANDING COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES 

 

Section 6. The Legislation committee shall be comprised of a chair, vice chair, region legislation chair and IFBW-
ERA coordinator. Additional members may be appointed to the legislation committee when, in the 
opinion of the Executive Committee, circumstances so require. 

The Legislation committee shall prepare and present to the convention body a legislative platform. 

 

The Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, Local Organizations or the 

Legislation Committee may propose changes to the State Legislative Platform. 

It shall be the duty of the committee to receive proposed changes to the platform and to make 
recommendations on all proposed changes. 

It shall be the duty of the Legislation Committee to cooperate with other committees whose programs 
may be implemented by legislative or administrative action. 

It shall be the duty of this committee to monitor state and national legislation and inform members 
when proposals could affect their lives. 

The committee shall implement the legislative programs adopted by the State Federation. 

 It shall be the duty of this committee to review the local organization bylaws and be responsible for 
preparing changes which will conform to current state bylaws; review and approve proposed 
amendments to Local Organization Bylaws and may propose and shall receive amendments proposed 
pursuant to Article XX, Sections 3 & 4.  Amendments proposed pursuant to Article XX, Section 3, shall 
be presented to the Board of Directors for review and recommendation.   
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Bylaws Changes continued... 
 

Proposed Wording: 

ARTICLE XV 

STANDING COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES 

 

Section 6. The Legislation committee shall be comprised of a chair, vice chair and IFBWC-ERA 
coordinator. Additional members may be appointed to the legislation committee when, in 
the opinion of the Executive Committee, circumstances so require. 

The Legislation committee shall prepare and present to the convention body a legislative 
platform. 

 
The Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, Local Organizations or the Legislation 

Committee may propose changes to the State Legislative Platform. 

It shall be the duty of the committee to receive proposed changes to the platform and to 
make recommendations on all proposed changes. 

It shall be the duty of the Legislation Committee to cooperate with other committees whose 
programs may be implemented by legislative or administrative action. 

It shall be the duty of this committee to monitor state and national legislation and inform 
members when proposals could affect their lives. 

The committee shall implement the legislative programs adopted by the State Federation. 

 It shall be the duty of this committee to review the local organization bylaws and be 
responsible for preparing changes which will conform to current state bylaws; review and 
approve proposed amendments to Local Organization Bylaws and may propose and shall 
receive amendments proposed pursuant to Article XX, Sections 3 & 4.  Amendments 
proposed pursuant to Article XX, Section 3, shall be presented to the Board of Directors for 
review and recommendation.   

 

Rationale :   Deleting the words "region legislation chair " since the Federation no longer has regions . 
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Bylaws Changes continued... 
 

Current Wording: 

ARTICLE XVI 

STATE CONVENTION 

 
Section 1. The Federation shall hold an annual State Convention in the spring of each year at the place 

designated by the Federation at the annual State Convention held in the spring two years prior 
thereto, or by the Board of Directors. The time of the annual State Convention shall be fixed by 
the State President with the approval of the Executive Committee. 

 
Proposed Wording: 
 

ARTICLE XVI 

STATE CONVENTION 

 
Section 1. The Federation shall hold an annual State Convention in the spring of each year at the place 

designated by the Federation at the annual State Convention held in the spring one year prior 
thereto, or by the Board of Directors. The time of the annual State Convention shall be fixed by 
the State President with the approval of the Executive Committee. 

 
Rationale :  The last few years the voting for a convention site has been for the next convention.  We have not 

voted for a convention site two years ahead in a long time. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Current wording:  IFBW 
 
Proposed wording:  IFBWC 
 
Rationale :  The bylaws are inconsistent in the abbreviation of the organization.  Change all the abbreviations 

to IFBWC 
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE  

 

Friday, May 1, 2020 

11:00 am-12:30 Pre-convention Board .............................................................................. White Oaks I 

12:30 pm-1:30 pm  Lunch .......................................................................................................Urbana Room 

1:00 pm--7:00pm Convention Registration .......................................................................... Pre-Function 

1:30 pm -2:00pm  The Healthy Delicious Gourmet Workshop ............................................. White Oaks I 

2:05 pm -2:35 pm Women’s Self Defense Workshop ........................................................... White Oaks I 

2:40 pm - 3:10 pm Women’s Wellness Workshop ................................................................. White Oaks I  

3:15 pm Break 

4:00 pm--4:30 pm First timers ............................................................................................... White Oaks I 

4:30 pm– 5:30 pm Happy Hour with OWWI Winners .................................................... State Street Grille 

5:30 pm --6:45 pm Dinner   ............................................................................................. White Oaks II & III 

7:00 pm--9:00 pm First Business, Nomination of Officers ..................................................... White Oaks I 

9:00 pm--9:30 pm Awards/ Recognition/Golden Book of Memories.................................... White Oaks I 

9:30 pm President’s Roast...................................................................................... White Oaks I
  

Saturday, May 2, 2020 

7:00 am--9:00 am    Past Presidents Breakfast by Invitation Only ............................................   Champaign 

8:00 am--9:30 am Speak-off Candidates Interviews ................................... Board Room 400, Hotel Level 

8:30 am--10:00 am Convention Registration .......................................................................... Pre-Function 

8:00 am--4:40 pm Exhibitors Open ................................................................................................. Urbana   

9:30 am-- 10:30 am Speak-off Candidate Presentations......................................................................Savoy 

10:00 am Registration Closes 

10:30 am--11:45 am    Convention reconvenes Second Business Session    ............................................Savoy 

11:45 am--12:15 pm Election Vote First Ballot ............................................................................. Champaign 

12:00 pm--1:30 pm  Celia M. Howard Fellowship Luncheon ..........................................   White Oaks II & III 

1:45 pm--3:30 pm Convention reconvenes, Third Business Session    ..............................................Savoy 

3:30 pm--3:45 pm Election Vote, Second Ballot if Necessary          .......................................... Champaign 

6:00 pm Head Table Line Up 

6:30 pm Dinner ......................................................................................................  White Oaks I 

7:30 pm  Keynote Speaker: Debbie Hensleigh “Your Best Third Third” 

8:15 pm Installation of 2020-2021 Officers   

9:00 Entertainment/ Roaring 20’s dance lessons and contest 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 

8: 00m --8:30 am  Devotions ........................................................................................ Grand Prairie I & II  

9:00 am --1:00 pm Post Convention Meeting ....................................................................................Savoy 
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Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

99th Annual State Convention, May 1 - 3, 2020 

Holiday Inn Champaign, 101 Trade Center Drive, Champaign, IL 61820 

Registration and Meal Reservation Form 

 

Local Organization ___________________________________________________________________________    

 

Name (Please Print) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

       (Last Name)   (First Name) 

Street Address   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City / State / Zip  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone  ________________     Work Phone  ______________Email  ____________________________ 

 

 

Mail completed form and payment to:   Make checks payable to IFBWC. Mail To: Tina Klein, 28016 State Highway 16,      
Jerseyville, IL 62052 Your cancelled check will serve as your receipt. Your registration will be returned if illegible or 
amount is incorrect. Register & pay on line by going to: www.ifbwc.org. NO MEALS WILL BE SOLD ON SITE. 

Credential Classification 

Past State President                        State Board:(Member: State Officer/Membership Rep/Standing Committee Chair – Circle) 

Local Organization President          Member 

 Special Classification:  Check ONLY if Applicable 

Speak Off Candidate                       OWWI Recipient 

11st Time Attendee (IFBW Member attending entire convention for the first time) 

Visitor (Non IFBWC Member) 

Registration (Postmarked by April 10, 2020) 

   IFPBW Member Registration with Paper Packets $85.00   (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   IFPBW Member Registration using Electronic Packets $80.00   (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Visitor Registration $85.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Student Registration $50.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

    Friday Lunch $16.00  

    Friday Night Dinner $26.00 

   Saturday, Past President Breakfast – Invitation Only Free with Sleeping Room, but please mark if you plan to attend 

   Saturday, Celia M. Howard Luncheon $17.00 

   Saturday, Installation Dinner $28.00 

   Specific Dietary Request, please specify: 

TOTAL REMITTANCE $ 



Page 17 Illinois Bulletin 

Convention Meals 
Breakfast SATURDAY/SUNDAY :   

Breakfast is included for the Holiday Inn Guests  

Friday Lunch: 

Vegetarian lunch plated:  Caesar Salad, Vegetarian Lasagna, Fresh Spinach, Roasted garlic, Wild Mushrooms, Onion and 
Herbs blended with Three Chesses and Marinara Sauces 

Regular lunch plated:  Caesar Salad, Grilled Italian Chicken breast, Mushroom Supreme sauce, wild rice and roasted 
tomatoes 

Chef’s choice dessert 

Friday Dinner :   

Vegetarian lunch plated:  Mixed green Salad, Stir –Fry, snow peas, carrots, broccoli, bell peppers in a sweet Teriyaki 
sauce over Fried Rice 

Rolls, butter 

Regular lunch plated:  Mixed green Salad, Chicken Marsala sautéed with button mushrooms, sweet Marsala wine 
served with Haricot Verts and Potato Gnocchi 

Rolls, butter 

Chef’s choice Dessert 

Celia M Howard Luncheon:   

Vegetarian lunch plated:  Mixed green salad, Stir –Fry, snow peas, carrots, broccoli, bell peppers in a sweet Teriyaki 
sauce over Fried Rice 

Rolls, butter 

Regular lunch plated:  Mixed green Salad, Roasted Dijon Pork Chop, Buttermilk mashed potatoes, carrots 

Rolls, butter 

Chef’s Choice Dessert  

Saturday, Installation Dinner:  

Vegetarian meal plated:  Garden Salad, Stir –Fry, snow peas, carrots, broccoli, bell peppers in a sweet Teriyaki sauce 
over Fried Rice 

Regular meal plated:  Garden Salad, Chicken with Sparkling Wine,  new potatoes, green beans 

Coffee, tea, water, Rolls butter 

Chef’s Choice Dessert 

Cash bar with bartender 

Room Reservation Information:   

101 Trade Center Drive, Champaign, IL 61820,  Sleeping Room Rate:  $119.99 Plus tax and incidentals for 
double queen, $179.99 Jr King Suite Plus tax and incidentals.  Room reservation block ends April 1st.  So 
make your reservations today!!!!  Call for reservations (217) 398-3400  
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Convention Activities 
 

Outstanding Working Women of Illinois (OWWWI) Award Ceremony: 

Please join us on Friday night to celebrate the award winners and their great accomplishments. 

 

 

President Installation & Reception:  Roaring Twenties Theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Convention Board Meeting: Begin the new year with our newly elected President and the 2019/2020 
State Officers. The President will discuss her plans for the 2019/2020 year. 
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Saturday Keynote Speaker - Debbie Hensleigh 

 

Celia M Howard Keynote Speaker - Lesley M. Wexler 

 

 

I am a writer, speaker, and lead workshops on living life on purpose. As I navigate and ex-
plore, I share and encourage to guide others into their own Best ThirdThird. It is my dream to 
inspire thousands to discern how to make the most of their first Two Thirds and purposely 
design their own Best ThirdThird.  

As a workshop provider, coach, or a keynote speaker, you will be glad you hired Debbie 
Hensleigh to address you and your audience on discerning their own BestThirdThird. 

Topics include: 

+ T H I R D  T H I R D  P R E F E R E N C E S :  What is your Third Third Personality? 

For more information about Debbie Hensleigh and other workshops go to:   

https://yourbestthirdthird.com/hire-debbie/   

 

Professor Lesley Wexler joined the Illinois Law School faculty in fall 2010, 
teaching torts, laws of war and international environmental law. Before 
coming to Illinois, Professor Wexler taught at the Florida State University 
College of Law. Prior to teaching at Florida State, she spent two years at 
the University of Chicago Law School as a Bigelow Fellow and Lecturer on 
Law. 

Professor Wexler has broad research interests in international humani-
tarian law, human rights law, and sex discrimination. Professor Wexler 
specializes in those legal areas that reflect the movement of anti-
discrimination and humanitarian norms through domestic law, interna-
tional law, social movements, and corporations. She has written on the 
legitimacy of targeting decisions, the blood diamond trade, and the regu-
lation of depleted uranium and landmines, along with a series of articles 
on human rights impact statements. Her work has drawn on case studies 
using DeBeers, Wal-Mart, and Chik-fil-A. 

Professor Wexler earned her BA with honors from the University of Michigan and her JD with honors from the 
University of Chicago Law School. While in law school, she served on the board of both the Chicago International 
Law Journal and the Chicago Legal Forum. 

Professor Wexler has clerked for Judge Thomas Reaveley of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. She 
has also clerked for Judge William Wayne Justice on the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas. She 
worked for two law firms: Sidley, Austin, Brown & Wood (Chicago, Washington D.C.) as well as Wilmer Cutler & 
Pickering (Washington D.C.). 
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Sunday Morning Keynote Speaker - Debra Lowrance 

 

 
 

 

Debra Lowrance Certified Nurse Midwife and Women’s Health Nurse 
Practitioner and owner of Labor of Love Midwifery & Women’s 
Health Services. Debra has a Doctorate Degree in Nursing Practice 
from University of Illinois Chicago and teaches part time at U of I in 
Champaign Urbana. Debra’s personal mission is to make midwifery 
and homebirth available as an option to women in Southern Illinois! 
She is a mother, and grandmother, and enjoys learning everything 
about birth! She believes in and honors all women... their inner 
strength, their capacity for love, their desire for knowledge, and their 
ability to dream and achieve!    
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Proposed 2021 Convention Sites : 

 

 

  
Thelma Keller Convention Center in 
Effingham 

April 23-25, 2021 

Room Rate of $149.00 (Breakfast) includes 
2 breakfast coupons 

Meeting Room and Audio visual approx. 
$2500 

Meal prices range between $15-$30 plus 
22% service charge and 7.75% sales tax. 

 

 
 

Wyndham in Springfield 

April 15-18, 2021 

Room Rate of $109 (includes 1 breakfast per night) plus taxes 

Parking $7 per night 

Minimum meeting room $750 , Audio visual costs approx. $1500  

Meal prices ranges between $15-$30 plus 22% services charge and 9.75% sales tax 
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Get Ready Equal Pay Advocates! 
  
It is time!  Let's share the news that Equal Pay Day is moving.  Details below. 
  
First, a quick recap, this year will be the 10th time the Equal Pay Day coalition has gathered to raise 
awareness of the gender pay gap.  Since starting in 2010, we’ve all seen a greater awareness of the problem 
and an appetite to work for change.  Even our coalition's growth from a dozen members to over 70 shows 
the spotlight is working.  We made an impact too.  Our state finally passed the #NoSalaryHistory ban.  Last 
year, 11 states passed equal pay reforms.  Even Alabama passed its first ever piece of equal pay legislation. 
 
The time has come to go deeper into the issue.  We need to shift the conversation from the average pay gap, 
to seeing that the compounding effects of race and gender contribute to even wider pay gaps for many of 
our sisters.  Therefore, as a show of solidarity, we will gather on the last equal pay day of 2020.  Previously 
we publicly gathered on the Equal Pay Day that marks the “average” gap in the spring.  This year, we will 
gather in the fall to mark Latina Equal Pay Day.   
  
In addition to being the right time for this change, Chicago is the right place to move the conversation.  
  
Chicago and Cook County are uniquely situated to shift the conversation.  Women of color lead here.  Just 
look at our government where black or brown women hold the five highest elected offices—Mayor, 
Treasurer, City Clerk, President of the County Board, and County Clerk.  At the state level, we are served by 
our Lt. Governor and Comptroller. 
  
Here in Chicago, we say “not without my sister” because our work is not done until every woman is fairly 
compensated with equal pay for equal work. 
  
Therefore, we are moving Equal Pay Day Chicago to October 29, which is 
Latina Equal Pay Day.  On Friday, we'll issue the first press release with the "hook" of Leap 
Year. 

https://xyz.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce737f3c74695c9d875093d1a&id=aa851e7e68&e=e4ddeb4652


Page 23 Illinois Bulletin 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

April 13 LO reports/Achievement of  Excellence Award Application due to State President 

 

May 1  - 3  99th Annual Convention in Champaign 

 

For Local Organization events please go to the Google Calendar on the IFBWC website at 
www.ifbwc.org  

 

 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

March:     April: 

Patricia McNicholas - 22  Susie Dewale - 7 

     Tasha Roedl-Rhodes - 18 

     Aina Holland - 19  
  

May:       

Cindy Heflin - 1 

Sonja Chamess - 16 

Judy Bredeweg - 19    

    



The 

ILLINOIS BULLETIN 
Publication Quarterly by: 

The Illinois Federation of  
Business Women’s Clubs,  Inc. 

3309 Robbins Road  #366  
Springfield, IL  62704 

IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 

information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

28036 State Highway 16, Jerseyville, IL 62052 

618.639.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID: __________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  ____________  

 New   Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 
LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


