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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Happy Holiday season to everyone!  They all seem scrambled into one: Halloween-
Thanksgiving-Hanukkah-Christmas-New Years.  It’s like a fun Holiday marathon with 
lots of yummy food.  I wish many blessings on my IFBWC friends this season.  I hope 
to see all of your happy Holiday photos on Facebook.  I am looking forward to joining 
the Taylorville BWC at their annual Christmas auction in November, which is a great 
kickoff to the holiday festivities.   

My heart truly goes out to those apart from family or who have lost someone dear this 
year.  I know this Holiday season will be especially tough for my family, as it is the 
first since I lost my sister in May.  Remember that you have a large family in IFBWC, 
so reach out to us if you need a caring friend.   

My husband and I have been on the journey of redecorating our finished basement on a 
budget.  Oh, what a journey it has been.  Our basement had served as a repository of 
children's’ toys and a natural space for parties, sleepovers, and the usual collection of 
the variety of items representing their interests over the years.   However, with the 
children growing older, this play space became a junk collector.  The time had come to 
repurpose the space and make it functional for the family we are today.  After we 
reached that decision, the children spent the following weekend at their godmother’s 
house, and from that came ideas for the redesign for a family room lounge and pub.   

With sweat equity from my husband, myself, and some dear friends, we made the 
redesign a reality, creating a designated workout room, a bar with tables and stools, 
and a lounge space.  The junk collection was cleared out, and now we have a space 
that works for both adults and teens.  After we completed the project, I was amazed to 
discover that my children spent time together hanging out in the new space.  My son 
didn’t go out with his friends, and my older daughter didn’t spend the evening in her 
room calling her friends.  Every moment they spend together as they race their way to 
college and adulthood will create treasured memories.   

This project is analogous to what we are trying to achieve as we continue to redesign 
and redecorate IFBWC.  Over time, we have discovered that what used to work is no 
longer usable.  However, that redesign requires careful planning and hard work to 
make it happen in a way that works for both old and new members.  I hope our locals 
are finding the five year tool useful in achieving that redesign, as we have also been 
doing at the state level.  We need your feedback on what we have planned and what we 
need to do in order to ensure the success of our redesign.   Our best resource continues 
to be each other.  I have truly enjoyed my visits to our locals and what I have learned 
each local does to achieve its goals and discover what works for them.  IFBWC and 
our locals should continue to be working partners in this journey.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED… 
I invite you to come to our Interim Board meeting on Saturday, November 9 at the Champaign Holiday Inn.  In 
particular, I think you will enjoy and be inspired by our three speaker panel to open our meeting.  We will be 
hearing from two former Celia Howard winners, Kimberly Palermo and Lauren Eiten, and an IFBWC member 
and former State President, Barb Yong.  This distinguished panel will be speaking about female leadership and 
their individual journeys to their leadership positions.  Kimberly Palermo is a legislative and regulatory 
Liaison for the Illinois Health Care Association.  Prior to taking on this new job, Kim was a health policy 
specialist at SIU Medicine Population Policy and Science, and at the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute.  Kim 
received her BA in psychology and her Master’s degree in social work from SIU.  She has devoted some of her 
considerable skills to combating sex trafficking, and was instrumental in the creation of the Central Illinois 
Human Trafficking Task Force.  Lauren Eiten is attending the University of Illinois College of Law.  Prior to 
enrolling in law school, Lauren was employed for four years by the US Department of Healthcare and Family 
Services, first as a Public Health Analyst, and then as Public Affairs and Outreach Analyst.  She also served 
first as a federal liaison between the State of Illinois and the federal government, and then as a Public Policy 
Analyst, for former Governor Pat Quinn.  Lauren received her BA in political science and her Master’s Degree 
in political science from the University of Illinois.  Barb Yong is a partner in the firm of Golan, Christie and 
Taglia, where she specializes in bankruptcy and commercial litigation.  She is a Past President of IFBWC, and 
was the driving force in establishing Equal Pay Day Chicago.  Barb is a Past President and Fundraising Vice 
President of West Suburban Temple Har Zion.  She also served as a Park District Commission for the Park 
District of LaGrange for eight years.   
 
I hope to see you at Interim Board to hear our amazing speakers, and to learn more about what is happening 
with IFBWC and our locals! 

Cherie Kesler - 2019 - 2020 President 

FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT 

Merry Christmas!! I can’t believe it’s almost here already! This year has flown by! I am sorry I missed my 
visit to the Highland Meeting in November and am planning to make it there in January, weather permitting. It 
was crazy that we already had snow and ice and even snow days off school at the beginning of November! I’m 
hoping this is not a telling of what our winter will be like.  

I had a blast visiting the Metro East ladies at the Bella Milano in Edwardsville! So many years of membership 
in IFBWC wrapped into one local! It was exciting to hear the stories and know there are ladies all over the 
state who have been members since the 60’s! I look forward to seeing what new events and programs come 
from these ladies in the coming months and next year.  

I am looking forward to the next few weeks where I’ll be visiting the Mt. Vernon BWC and Taylorville! So 
many more ladies to meet and get to know which is one of my favorite parts of IFBWC.  

We have such a unique opportunity with our membership. There are so many networking opportunities along 
with years of life experience to be shared in mentorship. These visits continue to teach me this and it shows 
how valuable each and every individual member is. We all bring something to this organization regardless of 
career, lack of career, retirement, etc. It is important for us to remember how our uniqueness and diversity 
makes us stronger.  

These are points I’m working on using fir the benefit of the organization as I am working on recruiting for the 
open positions on the state board for 2020. There is something for everyone! If you are remotely interested in 
serving our organization, please reach out to me or Chair of Nominations Beth Galicia. We would be happy to 
answer every question you might have.  

This is an organization built on women helping women, there will always be someone willing to help you find 
your way if you do step out and try one of these positions. Don’t be afraid of new opportunities. Let IFBWC 
lead you into your future and help you reach your personal and professional goals. With other women 
supporting you, there is no way you can fail.  

Danielle DiMarzio - 2019 - 2020 President-Elect 
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FROM THE STATE SECRETARY 
 

Greetings, members, from your Federation Secretary!  I wanted to take this opportunity to encourage you to let 
me know of any cards that I should be sending to a member who has lost a loved one or who might be 
celebrating a special event, or a new member to your organization.  We want to do more as a Federation to 
support our sustaining members as well as those new to our group.  Thank you for entrusting me with the 
responsibility of serving as your Secretary, and I hope to hear from each of you as the year progresses.  I am 
honored to be a part of your Leadership team, and working together to continue our work in planning for State 
Convention, and a new direction for some of other programs as well.  We have an exciting agenda for Interim 
Board, and I hope to see you there! 

 
Susan McGrath 

Secretary 

 

 

FROM THE STATE TREASURER 
 

First I want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year. 

Second it was brought to my attention that even though we present the budget at Interim Board and at 
Convention it has not been emphasized that membership dues do not and have not covered the expenses of the 
organization.  In fact the last couple of years dues barely cover any of the expenses.  I have updated the 
financials in the Members Only section for your viewing pleasure.  We have been taking money from the 
Investment Fund to cover all the expenses.  At this time we do have plenty of money in the Investment Fund 
account.  But this money will not last forever.  There is no plan to make much change at this time, but any 
financial suggestions for next year should be sent to Amanda Burk and Danielle DiMarzio before February 1, 
2019. 

 

Tina Klein 

2019 - 2020 Treasurer 
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NETWORKING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

On behalf of the Networking Committee, Jenny Ravanh and myself are continuing to work on the face of the 
Federation.  We have already started Women of the Week Wednesdays and Throwback Thursdays on our 
Facebook page, which we hope you have been enjoying.  By now, each local has received worksheets to use to 
submit photos and information for these ongoing celebrations of our members.  It is easy, and fun, to 
participate, and provides something to share with not only our members, but also people who we want to join 
us in the Federation!   

We also need to have you share with us your upcoming events this year, and that includes your regular 
meetings.  Please send us information about your local meetings, with date, time, location, and program to be 
presented.  This is also for any events you may be planning, such as a working women’s expo (Crawford 
County), a scholarship fundraiser such as Christmas in November (Taylorville), and the Reality Store 
(Centralia).  If you are planning events with other community organizations, such as candidate forums, we 
want to know about that as well.  We will publicize all of this information on our Facebook page and our 
website.  Please submit this information to either Jenny or myself.  Anything like this that you share is also 
valuable to each of the locals as we seek ideas and programs that we can use to recruit and retain membership.  
We would like to share information on what our locals have been doing in the next Illinois Bulletin, so please 
contact Jenny Ravanh or myself with your reports.  Any details you can share about how you decided on what 
projects you would do this year, how you put together your plan for your project, and what happened with the 
project or projects once you actually did them, would be helpful to us all. 

We are excited about our three speaker panel for Interim Board, and will be continuing our new tradition of 
door prizes that we established at Leadership Conference, to add to the fun of our meeting.  You will have to 
be there to find out what they are!  President Kesler has more information about our speakers in her article.   

Thank you for the comments we have received on these new ideas.  We appreciate them, and encourage all of 
you to continue to submit information about what you’re local is doing, and submissions for Women of the 
Week Wednesdays and Throwback Thursdays.  We also look forward to seeing each of you at Interim Board! 

Membership:  Total number of members as of October 11, 2019 is 213 

 

Susan McGrath 

Co-Chair, Networking Committee 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Even the best-laid plans sometimes don’t go as expected. I had hoped to have finalized copies of the 2020 
scholarship applications ready for the Interim Board packets, but I am still working on a couple of things. For 
the last two years, we have offered two types of scholarships – High School Senior and Returning College 
Student. This year, I am recommending that the High School Senior award be amended to Incoming Freshman. 
The goal is to make it available to students who may have voluntarily or involuntarily been unable to enter 
college right out of high school but meet all other requirements. Since our organization is dedicated to helping 
women succeed in the workforce, it seems only right that we offer as many opportunities as possible to those 
who seek to advance their education, even if it doesn’t follow a traditional path. 
 
Applications are still on track to be available by December 1. They will be distributed to IHSA-partner 
schools, as they were last year. This was incredibly successful in increasing our High School Senior 
submissions. This year, I am also going to be sending them to all of the Illinois state universities, some of the 
private universities in Illinois, and some of the more popular scholarship websites in an effort to increase the 
number of Returning Student submissions. Of course, they will also be posted to the IFBW website and 
emailed directly to the LO presidents for local distribution. 
 
One of my other goals for this year is to expand the Leadership University course catalog and provide ideas 
and best practices for utilizing them. Currently, the courses available include Effective Communication, 
Business Writing, Resume Writing, Leadership and Influence, Negotiation Skills, Coaching and Mentoring, 
and Work Life Balance. They can be used as self-learning or training tools. For example, the Centralia LO 
provided four two-hour workshops for local businesspeople in partnership with the Chamber of Commerce, 
and a member also presented a portion of one program at a monthly LO meeting. There are many ways that 
your LO can benefit its members and community using these great resources. 
 
I’m always open to hearing from the membership about your ideas, wants, and needs from the Education 
Committee. If you have any suggestions or concerns about the scholarships, Speak Off, Leadership University, 
or anything else Education Committee-related, please contact me at education@ifbwc.org. 
Thank you so much! 
 
Alishia Winkler 
Education Chair 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
SPEAK-OFF COMPETITION 

 
 
SPEAK OFF TOPICS 
 
1. What is one challenge that faces women in the workplace, and how would you fix it? 
2. Why do you feel there are fewer women than men in STEM-related fields? 
3. What do you feel was the most influential moment in women’s history, and why? 
4. What are some societal impacts on gender equality and/or gender stereotypes, and how can they be 

addressed? 
5. How would you define feminism, and do you feel that it should play a role in modern society? 
 
The Education Committee 
Alishia Winker 
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IFBWC WEBSITE UPDATES 

I have updated the website with the documents that were approved at Interim Board.   

Please forward a flyer of Local Events so that the information can be added to the website and I will forward 
the information to Think Tank to be posted to all the social media.  This is free advertisement for your event, 
well free to the Local and great use of the money spent to pay Think Tank to manage all the social media. 

Tina Klein 

IFBWC Webmistress 

 

 

ERA REPORT 

In other exciting news,  the U.S. House Committee on the Judiciary will hold a mark-up on the bill to remove 
the ERA deadline  on  Wednesday, November 13 at 9:00 a.m.  Here is a link to the announcement: H. J. Res. 
79, Removing the deadline for the ratification of the equal rights amendment.  Note this is a new bill number.  
The prior bill was HJRes38 with 216 co-sponsors (a simple majority is 218).  The language is materially the 
same.  The leadership appears to be making a good-faith effort at getting a bi-partisan vote in the House which 
should help achieve a bi-partisan vote in the Senate.  Remember that the vote in Virginia has historically been 
bi-partisan with one Chair has the roadblock.  And the vote was bipartisan in Illinois.   Fingers crossed this 
spirit bubbles up to Congress. 

How can you help?  First, remind our Illinois representatives that this is important to you with a quick call 
about HJRes79 and SJRes 6.   Second, thank you to everyone who signed the "thank you" card to Speaker 
Pelosi for calling an ERA vote.  If you didn't sign, you can boost the message by posting the attached image on 
social media.  Tag your representative.  The physical card is on its way to DC.  Sample language: 

 Thank you Speaker Pelosi and Chairman Nadler for moving forward on the Equal Rights Amendment! 
#HJRes79 #ERAnow  

 

Tina Klein 

ERA Representative 
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HIGHLAND LO REPORT 

ATTENTION IFBWC MEMBERS! 

Get your Christmas Presents! 

The Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc, is not quite finished celebrating its 100th 
Anniversary. 

As most of you know, Highland partnered with PRP Wine International for a lovely white wine, with a custom 
label (see label graphic), commemorating our 100 years of Women Helping Women. The wine is a blend of 
grapes including those used for Riesling, Chardonnay, and Pinot Grigio. 

Not too sweet, not too dry….just right! 

We still have wine in our inventory, and this wine makes a lovely hostess gift, birthday gift, anniversary gift, 
Christmas gift, etc., for a friend or family member. We will be accepting donations at our Interim Board 
meeting, $35 if paying with cash or check, and $40 if paying with credit. 

All funds raised through donations for this lovely commemorative wine will be used by our local for local 
scholarships.  Contact Kathy Clark-Eller for more information at kclark9208@aol.com. 

Kathy Clark-Eller 
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MT VERNON LO REPORT 

October is always a busy and fun month for our club. 

 We had a great speaker at our October meeting.  Debbie Arning, from Downtown Development spoke to us 
about the things they accomplished in the past, what they have been working on now, and things they hope to 
do in the future.  Our downtown looks a lot better than those in many of our surrounding towns. 

 We met with the mayor of Mt. Vernon for the signing of the proclamation for Business Women’s Week.  The 
local newspapers had a pictures of the signing and  nice articles about Business Women’s Week. 

 Tina Suarez set up events for the whole week for us.  We started with Church with the President on Sunday 
morning, and in the afternoon we attended a stone painting class at The Painted Cowgirl Market. 

 
 

Monday evening was a dinner at Applebee’s for past presidents.  All 
members were invited to join us for an evening of fun.  Picture is of the 
past presidents that were able to attend.. 

We also had a progressive dinner, a scavenger hunt, and a final dinner at Bob Evans.  

 

Marilyn Konold - LO President 
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Holiday Inn 

101 Trade Center Drive 

Champaign, IL 61820 

(217) 398-3400  
 

Sleeping rooms will be gone April 1 (no joke).  Rooms are 
available now so make the call today!!! 

 

 

 

 



 PAST STATE PRESIDENTS BIRTHDAYS 

January:     February: 

Barbara Yong - 4   Pam McKay - 20 

Deborah Hicks - 7   Theresa Faith Cummings - 27  

Linda Hiltabrand - 7  

Tina Suarez - 28      
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Jan. 3 - 4 Celia M. Howard Fellowship Annual Meeting 

Jan. 7 Submit proposed changes to Legislative Platform 

Jan. 22 47th Anniversary Roe vs. Wade 

Feb 1 Paperwork submitted (Postmarked by Feb 1) for Officer Candidacy. 

Feb. 17 Submit Articles to the IL Bulletin Editor  (Tina Klein) & Pres. Kesler 

Feb. 17 Proposed Amendments to State Bylaws Submitted to President Elect 

 

For Local Organization events please go to the Google Calendar on the IFBWC website at 
www.ifbwc.org  or Facebook 

 



The 

ILLINOIS BULLETIN 
Publication Quarterly by: 

The Illinois Federation of  
Business Women’s Clubs,  Inc. 

3309 Robbins Road  #366  
Springfield, IL  62704 

IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 

information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

28036 State Highway 16, Jerseyville, IL 62052 

618.639.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID: __________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  ____________  

 New   Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 
LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


