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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 

Hello everyone! I hope everyone had a great holiday and New 

Year. Now to get through the cold winter. I am certainly ready for 

Spring to arrive. It has been a very fast and furious year for me. I 

have enjoyed meeting new BW Sisters and adding them to life 

long friends. I have had a lot of great times along the way.  

It has been my pleasure this year to have a great team from my 

Executive Committee as well as my committee chairs and special 

committee chairs. I thank you all from the bottom of my heart.  

I have been discouraged by LO's that have chosen to disband. I 

really wish my team and myself could have been notified to help you in anyway that would 

have helped you continue. I also know that you all tried your best and in the end you had to do 

what you felt way right. I hope that these members will consider staying on as Members at 

Large. We need all of you to make this work. What do they say? It takes a village. You all are 

part of the village. I do want to thank you for all that you have done in the past and will 

continue to do if you chose to stay as a member at large.  

I have done traveling with President Elect Carol Burk and we are planning to continue our 

travels when the weather gets good. If we haven't visited you yet please  know what would be  

a good time. And if we have already made our visit and you would like us to come back. We 

would gladly do that also.  

As president , I had the awesome opportunity to travel to Chicago to interview our Celia 

Howard candidates. What wonderful ladies. I gave me please to know that we are helping them 

with furthering their education. We all should be proud as a great organization.  

I am sure looking forward to attending fundraisers sponsored by several LO's. If you have any 

fun nights etc please email me and let me know date time and location. I know I would enjoy 

being there for you if my schedule permits.  

For the LO's that do a Reality Store the planning process has begun. Centralia is focusing on 

getting the schools notified as well as finding all necessary volunteers. Last year I was honored 

to help at Highland's Reality store. I sure hope that I can help again. I was a great time. Ladies 

you wowed me. 

Well now what do we all need to focus on. The 2018 convention. I sure hope that all of you 

will plan on attending. Mark your calendars for April 20-22. I will assure you that you will not 

be disappointed. Great speakers, break out sessions and wonderful entertainment. My 

convention committee, Carol Burk, Karen Walsh and Sharon Sanders have been working very 

hard. You should be able to see everything online within a week or two. 

Also , our 100th anniversary in coming up. Even though that is not until Carol  Burk's year the 

planning has begun. We need everyone's help. If you would like to be one the committee or 

have any ideas please let Carol Burk know. I know she would be very appreciative.  

In closing thank you all for having the faith in me this year to be your president. Always, 

REACH FOR THE STARS.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT 

 

So, ladies, is it spring, or is it still winter?  It was 70 earlier this week and today we got snow.  As is often said 

here in Southern Illinois, “If you don’t like the weather, just stick around it will change by tomorrow”.  That is 

my message for all our IFBWC members this time of year, things are changing, and I might add, hopefully for 

the best. You definitely want to stick around to see what the next year will bring. 

Convention is right around the corner and it is always a time to reconnect with members and friends we don’t 

get to see other times of the year.  New officers will be sworn in at the Convention and a new year of IFBWC 

will begin soon thereafter.  Each new Executive Board faces new challenges and I encourage all past members 

to share their experience with the new incoming officers.  There is so much to learn and so much to share.  

Keeping an open mind to change and advancement of our organization is a must.  Each new generation has 

issues important to them as well as things like ERA and Equal Pay that somehow never have gotten resolved 

and we must continue to push for.  It is up to those experienced members of IFBWC to remember the time 

when you first joined IFBWC (then BPW); what you hoped and expected to gain and to give to the 

organization and to keep an open mind to what our younger members anticipate.  I hope you will all make 

plans to attend and take part in the decision-making processes which will help in determining the future of our 

organization.  Changes are coming and you will want to be around to see what the celebration of the 100th 

anniversary of our organization will bring.  Lots of exciting plans are being made and we are always open to 

ideas to promote the IFBWC. 

President Tina Suarez and I recently had the opportunity to meet with three faculty members from Rend Lake 

College regarding the formation of a new local on their campus.  They have already approached their Student 

Organization Board and have received approval to begin the process of forming a new BWC for their students 

AND faculty.  They have a faculty sponsor already and are currently surveying students to determine the level 

of interest and issues they would like to address.  Faculty sponsor, Jeannie Mitchell was extremely excited 

about our organization and possibilities of what representatives from Rend Lake could share with us, as well as 

all the advantages and experience the IFBWC can bring to them.  Jeannie also thinks she may have a Speak-

Off candidate for our convention this year and took applications for the IFBWC as well as the Mt. Vernon 

Local scholarships.  Jeanne also thought she might have a contact for us at John A. Logan College.  Wouldn’t 

that be exciting! 

Southern Illinois University at Carbondale in undergoing some restructuring and has ask that we approach 

them again next fall, at the beginning of their new year to work on a new local there. 

So just maybe, instead of seeing our membership numbers continue to decline, we might actually see an 

increase!  I find that very exciting. 

I am excited about becoming your President for 2018-19; however, it is with a lot of apprehension knowing 

there is so much I still have to learn and how important the Presidential position is to our organization and our 

future.  I ask for your patience and your cooperation and look forward to working to make the Illinois 

Federation of Business Women as successful as it can possibly be in 2018-19! Thank you all for putting your 

trust in my leadership ability for the upcoming year! 

See you at Convention, April 20-22nd at the Drury Inn in Mt. Vernon! 

 

Carol E. Burk  

President Elect 2017-18 
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FROM THE SECRETARY 

 

Ladies, 

Happy spring!  When I was young, I used to laugh at my Mother when she would say, “Time goes faster the 

older you get.”  I was a non-believer then – time couldn’t go fast enough.  Now, I think my Momma is 

laughing at me every time I reflect on how time seems to be flying by.  This whole IFBWC year is a blur; it 

seems like we just had our 2017 convention, and here we are preparing for and attending our 2018 convention. 

I will be running again as Secretary for 2018-2019.  I really believe that the first year is a learning experience, 

and the second year is when we become efficient – I might be eating those words this time next year, but that 

has been my experience.  The second year is usually the easier of the two, as we have already worked out the 

kinks, made a few mistakes, and figured out how to organize the work.  We shall see! 

In 2019 we shall celebrate our 100 year anniversary – what an accomplishment!  We have helped so many 

women in that timeframe, and we have a history to be proud of.  We have seen many changes, some better 

than others, but we all know that one thing we can count on is change, whether planned or unplanned.  The 

future of the Federation is in our hands; let’s take that responsibility seriously. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve, and if you will have me, I am willing to serve another year.  Remember:  

Steller Eller is your fellar! 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Kathy Clark-Eller 

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Greetings, 

The upcoming Convention is going to be very uplifting and enjoyable for all who attend.  Make sure you 

register soon.  The Education Committee has been busy this year with establishing the First Scholarship to be 

given out by this organization.  Hopefully all of you have gotten your scholarship information in by the 

deadline and also your Speak-off information.  It has been a very exciting year and the Convention will be the 

pinnacle of this.  Please plan to attend, if not for the whole weekend, a portion of it.  You won’t be 

disappointed. 

 If you have any questions, please contact myself, Melodie Ainslie or Kathy Clark-Eller.  

See you at Convention! 

Melodie Ainslie (Centralia) 

education@ifbwc.org 

Kathy Clark-Eller (Highland)  

secretary@ifbwc.org 
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE 

Networking Membership Stipends 

$400 will be awarded to an established local organization with the most new members.  We will base this on the 

membership as of May 13th, 2017 to February 17, 2018.  The winners will be announced in the March Illinois 

Bulletin.  The winning Local will submit a person or two to attend convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. 

Vernon to the Networking Committee. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 new local organizations for a representative of that 

local to attend convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. Vernon.  A representative will be submitted to the 

Networking Committee for registration to convention.  The new local organizations must be chartered before 

February 17, 2018. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 college local organizations for representatives to attend 

convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. Vernon.  The college local must be chartered by February 17, 2018.  

If no college local is established by February 17, 2018 the stipend will be awarded to a second established local 

organization with the second highest new members.  Locals will submit a person to the Networking Committee 

to attend convention. 

These stipends are for members only.  It is suggested that the selected member from each awarded local be 

someone that is active in the organization and will attend convention.  Money will not be sent to the person that 

is submitted to the committee.  The Committee will work with the Treasurer to register and pay for the 

submitted person.  Please submit any questions to the Networking Chair Amanda Burk or committee member 

Tina Klein. 

As of February 26, 2018 Local Organization Membership race is as follows: 

Centralia – 8; Champaign Urbana – 5; Crawford County – 6; Highland – 2 and 1 transfer; Metro East – 4 

Taylorville – 7 

The winners are Centralia and Taylorville!!!!  Each LO will submit a person’s information to be registered 

for Convention to Amanda Burk by the end of March 2018.  The Stipend will pay for registration with the rest 

of the $400 going toward the hotel room. 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION STIPEND 

At the IFBWC Annual Convention last May we were tasked to create a stipend to help locals recruit and retain 

their membership.  Below are the requirements that were voted on by the EXCOM:   

There will be no application to fill out.  The LO is required to send a flyer of the event or some kind of 

advertisement along with receipts for costs for the event to Amanda Burk.  A check for the amount spent up to 

the amount of $200.00 will be reimbursed.  This is on a first come first serve basis until the money in the budget 

(which is $1000) is spent.  The LOs can apply 1 time only and the event has to be to attract new members.  

Social Media Summary (as of 2/23/2018)   

Facebook: ● Total Page Likes: 366 ● Total Page Followers: 355 Twitter ● Followers: 822 ; Instagram ● 

Followers: 198  

All social media likes, followers, etc are up from last quarter and continue to increase.  Keep sharing!!!  Send 

Tina Klein any events or posts that you would like to share with the IFBWC audience. 

Amanda Burk - 2017-2018 Chair  
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CHAIR OF NOMINATIONS 
As of February 1st, the following have submitted applications to run for office: 

President Elect:  Cherie Kesler is a trial attorney in the Champaign Urbana 

area.  Has served as President Elect in other organizations of similar size and 

feels very enthusiastic about the position and quite prepared to set aside time 

and energy that it will take to help this organization grow.  “Both in my 

profession and community activism, I have learned leadership which must 

both carefully listen and incorporate the opinions of many, while staying 

focused.  I have strength balanced with compassion.  My reasoning skills are 

strong, but I also understand that other’s emotions are important.  My 

organization skills are a critical strength, as well as, my ability to stay on task 

even if things do not go as planned.  I have strength in my flexibility and ability to re-evaluate and move 

forward in the face of adversity.” 

Secretary:  Kathy Clark-Eller has done a wonderful job as Secretary this 

year and has decided to run again for the 2018-2019 IFBWC year.  She has 

held many positions at the State level, as well as the local and former Region 

levels. 

 

 

 

Treasurer:  Cindy is retired from Taylorville Community Unit School district #3 

after serving as bookkeeper for 20 years. She has been president, treasurer, and first 

VP of her LO, as well as chairing their annual pancake breakfast for several years. 

She is active in her church, serving as director of the chime choir and voice choir. 

She has also been part of a women’s singing group in the area for more than 20 

years, and serves as treasurer of that group. She is also treasurer of her college 

alumni association.  

 

 

 

Membership Representatives:  Crystal Webster, Vi Lighthall, Margaret Bennett, and Amanda Spade 

Membership Representative Alternates: Deanna Whitington, Catherine Barbercheck, Karen Walsh, and 

Julie Lorence 

The deadline to submit applications has passed.  If you plan to run for any office you will need to have 

someone nominate you from the floor.   

All manuals and expectations for each position are on the website at www.ifbwc.org in the Members Only 

section. 

 

Tina Klein - 2017 - 2018 IFBWC Chair of Nominations 
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LEGISLATION AND ERA REPORT 
 

ERA - GET OUT AND CONTANCT YOUR REPRESENTATIVES!!! 

Good morning, fierce advocates! We've had a tremendous response to our International Women's Day virtual 

postcard party for the ERA and we want to make it easier to get postcards to you and your groups.  

If you haven't already placed an order and want to participate in our virtual postcard party, please fill out the 

order form below. Postcards will be mailed out on a rolling basis this week as you let us know your needs.  

The event page is below, but also feel free to make your own event pages within your own groups to localize 

your efforts. You can host in person postcard writing parties. The key is that on March 8th, we're all posting 

pictures with our postcards being sent to legislatures across social media. Let's go viral to show the widespread 

support for this effort! The hashtags are #ERA2018 and #IWD2018ERA 

Thank you for all you do to support ratification of the ERA in Illinois! Feel free to forward this email on to 

those who may be interested.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4U-QoZnTHqzEnp0VIngDjYDB42lfrZueBoAd8F20Z-

9N7QA/viewform 

Facebook event page here - https://www.facebook.com/events/2128076394093234/ 

Postcards can be printed from the IFBWC website www.ifbwc.org under Legislation.  There is a link to a 

website to find your representative and address to mail the postcard.  I try to keep this updated every couple of 

months with new information and events going on throughout the state. 

Upcoming Events to push ERA for the April Vote are as follows: 

March 22, send a birthday card to your representatives the anniversary of the Equal Rights Amendment 

passing out of Congress.  You can have the group send a card on your behalf by going to 

http://www.eraillinois.org/birthday.html  

There is a Lobby Day planned for April 10th in Springfield IL. 

Tina Klein - ERA Representative 

 

OWWI REPORT 

 
Well the applications are in and we have candidates for our three OWWI awards. I will be sending the 

applications to three judges who will determine who is qualified and if there are more than three, who is most 

qualified. I am excited about introducing the awardees at our state convention in Mt. Vernon in April. 

 

 It has been an honor to be the OWWI Chairman for the last two years and a pleasure to get such wonderful 

women as nominees. I do hope that this award is a part of the IFBWC for a very long time and that members, 

clubs or even the public nominate deserving women. This is an opportunity to showcase what women are 

contributing in business and our communities. After all we are over 50% of the population, 50% of the college 

students and get more medals at the Olympics than the men! We need to showcase successful women to let 

younger women have roll models and goals to continue women's' successes.   

 

Sylvia Mahle 

2017-2018 OWWI Chair  
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100 Year Celebration 
Where has the time gone.  2019 IFWB will be celebrating our 100 year anniversary.  President-Elect is already 

working on some exciting programs for the 2019 convention.  We need your help collecting memorabilia.  We 

do not intend to keep the items, just want to borrow them for the 2019 Convention only.  But we would like to 

give you plenty of time to look for all the items you have.  We would like any suggestions to help us celebrate.  

Bring your suggestions to this year’s convention.  Once the vote is counted for the location of the convention 

we will be sending out the information.  It would be great if there could be as many members as possible 

attend.  Please help us celebrate this wonderful milestone for our organization. 

 

2019 Convention Committee 

 

CENTRALIA LO REPORT 
Centralia BPW kicked off 2018 with our 2nd annual Trivia Night. The committee co-chaired by  Cary Day and 

Emily Kracht, chose to theme the night Groundhog Day Trivia. Participants competed for  cash prizes for the 

top three teams. The committee also assembled over 20 baskets to be auctioned off as well as a 50/50 drawing 

and a drawing for Cardinals tickets. The night was filled with fun and friendly competition and was huge 

success.  

At our January general meeting, the club added 4 new members; we were very excited to start the year with 

new interest and hope this will be a continuing trend throughout 2018.  

Looking forward to March the club will hold our annual Reality Store for community 8th graders.  This event 

is always fun for both the kids and all volunteers. It is eye opening from all perspectives as we as adults often 

forget the culture shock experienced when we learned about and put into practice things like mortgages, 

student loans, groceries, child care, etc. And the students learn that just because you  make a certain salary 

doesn’t mean that is the number you will see in your bank account.  

Guest Night will be held in April. This night is when we recognize our Scholarship Recipients as well as 

anniversary members who have been a part of the organization for many years.   

2018 is shaping up to be a fun and fantastic year for Centralia, we cannot wait to share it with you!  

  

Respectfully Submitted, Emily Kracht -- Recording Secretary & PR Chair  
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Mt. Vernon LO REPORT 
Hello ladies! Mount Vernon has had a very busy year already! As we all have been recovering from the 

holidays we have been diligently working towards all our spring events. At our January meeting we had a very 

interesting program on the Airport Authority, and the new direction air travel is taking. Our February program 

was on Mended Little Hearts of Southern Il. Mandy gave a detailed presentation on who they are and what 

they do, as well as information on childhood heart defects. We donated a very nice Pioneer Woman basket to 

the United way for one of their large fundraisers, and we have started planning for our turn at the Cedarhurst 

gates this fall. Also we are busy preparing for our Soup and Sandwich luncheon later this month. This was a 

huge event for our scholarship fund last year and I know that it will be another great success this year!  

We are also very excited to have the 2018 Convention here in April! Preparations are underway for the 

convention bags and we are so excited to share our city with all of you!  As we prepare for all of our springs 

activities we are also preparing for new officer installation in May. It is a busy bittersweet time as one group 

goes out but exciting as a new invigorated group comes in with fresh new ideas and a new vision for how they 

would like to lead the club in the following year. We are very optimistic about the direction we are going this 

year and we look forward to seeing what else we will face!  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Amanda Burk, Mt. Vernon President  

2017 - 2018 
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Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc.  

97th Annual State Convention April 20-22, 2018 

 

Call to Convention 
 

On behalf of your 2017-2018 leadership team of the Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc., 

the State President officially issues the call to the 97th Annual State Convention beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

Friday, April 20, 2018, at the Drury Inn and Suites in Mt Vernon, Illinois.  

Pursuant to Article XIX of the Federation Bylaws, any member in good standing who has paid the full 

registration fee may attend the annual state convention and vote (Section 2).  

The purpose of the State Convention is to receive reports of the officers and chairs for the preceding 

year; act upon recommendations, resolutions and other business presented to the convention; elect 

officers for the ensuing term; adopt a budget; consider and adopt a State Legislative Platform and elect 

a Chair of Nominations.  

You are encouraged to learn more about our State Federation, renew acquaintances, make new friends, 

recognize Celia M. Howard recipients and honor the Outstanding Working Women of Illinois awardees.  

Members are invited to attend the Speak-off Competitions Friday afternoon at 4:00 pm. The Board of 

Directors will conduct the Pre-Convention Board meeting in a Conference Call on Tuesday, April 17 

starting at 6:30 pm. Individual members and LO’s will be acknowledged for their achievements at the 

award/recognition ceremony Friday evening. A networking reception for the State Officers and 

Outstanding Working Women of Illinois award winners will follow the installation ceremony Saturday 

evening.  

Please join me and the Board of Directors in making our annual convention a memorable one.  

         Tina Suarez,  

         IFBWC State President, 2017-2018  
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Board Rules 

 

Motions:  Must be in writing, signed by the maker of the motion and the person seconding the 
motion.  Furnished to the Chair before action is taken.  Motion forms are available for this pur-
pose.  Only members of the voting body may introduce motions.  

 

Debate:  To ask recognition from the Chair, the speaker should proceed to the microphone and 
give name and title.  The speaker shall state whether speaking in the affirmative or negative.  
Debate on a motion shall be limited to two minutes per speaker, and ten minutes for each 
question.  General consent is needed for additional time and if there is an objection to general 
consent, a formal vote must be taken, with 2/3rds vote required to grant additional time. 

 

No member shall speak a second time until everyone wishing to speak has had an opportunity.  
An observer may participate in debate, provided there is no board member wishing to speak, 
asking recognition by the same procedure as required by a member of the voting body. 

 

Timekeeper: The Chair will appoint a timekeeper.  It is the timekeeper’s duty to indicate to 
each speaker a 30 second warning before time expires. 

 

Reports:  Each standing and special committee chair presenting a report has the time indicated 
after their title on the Board Agenda.  There are also written reports included within your board 
packet. 

 

Parliamentary Authority:  Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 10
th
 Edition, is the parlia-

mentary authority for this meeting. 

 

Seating:  All voting board members should sit towards the head table.  Standing Committee 
Chairs have assigned seating. 

 

Observers should sit behind the voting members.  Any Standing Committee Chair who is ab-

sent may provide a delegate to replace them per Section 6 of the Federation Bylaws. 
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 

Friday, April 20, 2018 

12:00 pm to 8:00 pm       Convention Registration     Lobby   

11:30am to2:00 pm              Free time—See list of exciting opportunities         

2:00 pm to 3:00 pm              Troy Reed--Reflexology     Ballroom 

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm         Painting with Carrie Perkins Schnicker   Ballroom 

4:00 pm to 4:30 pm       Speak off       Ballroom 

4:30 pm to 5:00 pm       Speak—off Interviews     Room 107 

5:00 pm to 5:30 pm       First timers          Room 107 

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm       Dinner   Café lounge (take to ballroom) 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm       Convention Opens First Business Session   Ballroom 

8:30 pm to 9:00 pm       Unfinished Business, Nomination of Officers 

9:00 pm to 9:30 pm              Awards/ Recognition/Golden Book of Memories  Ballroom 

9:30 pm        Presidents Roast      Ballroom 

 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 

7:45 am to 8:45 am         Past Presidents Breakfast by Invitation Only   Room 107 

7:00 am to 8:45 am              Breakfast Café Lounge    (take to ballroom) 

8:00 am to 10:00 am            Convention Registration     Lobby 

8:00 am to 4:40 pm       Exhibitors Open      Lobby 

9:00 am to 11:45 am            Convention reconvenes Second Business Session  Ballroom 

10:00 am       Registration Closes 

10:15 am to 11:00 am      Keynote speaker, Chris Egelston    Ballroom 

11:45 am to 1:30 pm           Election Vote First Ballot     Room 107 

12:00 pm to 1:30 pm       Celia M. Howard Fellowship Luncheon - Speaker Sheila Simon   Ballroom 

1:45 pm to 4:00 pm             Convention reconvenes, Third Business Session  Ballroom 

2:00 pm to 3:00 pm       “Yoga”        Ballroom 

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm       “Damsel in Defense” Jennifer Hall                  Ballroom 

4:45 pm to 5:00 pm      Election Vote, Second Ballot if Necessary 

6:00 pm       Head Table Line Up 

6:30 pm       Dinner       Ballroom 

7:30 pm to 10:00 pm       OWWI Recognition, president 2018-2019 Officer Installation 

    Entertainment/ President Reception   Ballroom 

Sunday, April 22, 2018 

7:00 am to 9:30 am      Breakfast                                              Café lounge 

9:00 am to 9:25 am             Devotions       Room 107 

9:30 am to 1:00 pm     Post Convention Meeting     Ballroom 
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Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

97th Annual State Convention, April 20 - 22, 2018 

Registration and Meal Reservation Form 

Drury Inn, 145 N 44th St, Mt Vernon, IL 62864 

Local Organization ___________________________________________________________________________    

 

Name (Please Print) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

       (Last Name)   (First Name) 

Street Address   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City / State / Zip  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone  ________________     Work Phone  ______________Email  ____________________________ 

Mail completed form and payment to:  Make checks payable to IFBWC. Mail To: Alisha Winkler, 1207 N. Franklin, Salem, IL 
62881.  Your cancelled check will serve as your receipt. Your registration will be returned if illegible or amount is incorrect. 
Register & pay on line by going to: www.ifbwc.org. NO MEALS WILL BE SOLD ON SITE. 

Credential Classification 

Past State President                        State Board:(Member: State Officer/Membership Rep/Standing Committee Chair – Circle) 

Local Organization President          Member 

 Special Classification:  Check ONLY if Applicable 

Speak Off Candidate                       OWWI Recipient 

st Time Attendee (IFBW Member attending entire convention for the first time) 

Visitor (Non IFBWC Member) 

Registration (Postmarked by April 7, 2016) 

   IFPBW Member Registration with Paper Packets $75.00   (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   IFPBW Member Registration using Electronic Packets $70.00   (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Visitor Registration $85.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Student Registration $50.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

    Registration Postmarked AFTER 04/07/16 $90.00 (Price does NOT include Meals) 

   Painting with Carrie Perkins Schnicker (Friday) 

Cost is included in your Registration, but please indicate if you plan to 

attend 

   Friday, Dinner 

No cost if staying at the hotel, but please indicate if you plan to 

attend 

   Saturday, Past President Breakfast – Invitation Only 

No cost if staying at the hotel, but please indicate if you plan to 

attend 

   Saturday, Celia M. Howard Luncheon $15.00 

   Saturday, Installation Dinner $25.00 

   Sunday, Breakfast (for attendees not staying in hotel) 

No cost if staying at the hotel, but please indicate if you plan to 

attend 

   Specific Dietary Request, please specify: 

TOTAL REMITTANCE $ 
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Convention Meals 

 

Breakfast SATURDAY/SUNDAY :   

Hotel Guests receive a free hot/cold breakfast buffet. 

• Saturday and Sunday:  7 am to 10:00 am 

 

Celia M Howard Luncheon:   

Salad, Garlic Bread, Lasagna, Fettuccine Alfredo, Tiramisu Brownies 

 

Saturday, Installation Dinner:  

Spinach Salad, Garlic & Herb Chicken, Green Beans, Au Gratin potatoes, Rolls, Chocolate Éclair Cake 

 

Room Reservation Information:  

 

Sleeping Room Rate:  $89.00 Plus tax and incidentals. 

Drury Inn has complimentary continental breakfast, wireless internet connectivity, 24-hour fitness center, 
fridge and microwave in each room. 

P: 618-246-5201  
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Convention Activities 

 
Troy Reed- Reflexology: Reflexology is a science which deals with the principles that there are reflex areas 
in the feet & hands that correspond to all of the glands, organs, and parts of the body. Stimulating these re-
flexes properly can help many health problems in a natural way. Reflexology is a serious advance in the 
health field and should not be confused with massage. Reflexology benefits include, but are not limited to: 
1) relieve stress and tension; 
2) improve blood supply & promote the unblocking of nerve impulses; 
3) helps the ring the body back into homeostasis (balance).  

Painting with Carrie Perkins-Schnicker: Participants will create 
and paint a canvas. All art supplies and instructor will be 
provided. 

 

Past President Breakfast: This invitation-only breakfast meeting will 
be facilitated by Immediate PSP, Susan McGrath. She will be smooch-
ing up to the Past State Presidents at an informal breakfast in hopes to 
“get in” the club.  

First Timers Weekend Activities: ONLY for first time attendees. With 
Past State President, ???? as your guide – get the “ins” and “outs” 
about State Convention. Guaranteed, you’ll have a blast while gaining 
the necessary tools that will allow you to participate and make the 
most of your first convention experience.  

Key Note Speaker: Chris Egelston is a multi-faceted speaker, trainer, 
consultant, and entertainer. More simply, he is a Corporate Entertainer and Infotainer. He has the ability to 
deliver powerful content in an entertaining and memorable way. He has been running his own businesses 
since the age of 15. Along the way, he earned both a Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing and an M.B.A. from 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. He has presented over 5,000 successful live presentations since 
1982. He’s the author of “Grow Your Business Now!”, “The Success Magic Achievement System!”, and the 
“L.E.A.D.S. To Sales Program!”  

 

Celia M. Howard Fellowship Fund Luncheon: Speaker is Sheila Simon.  She received a B.A. in 1983 from  
Wittenberg University and a J.D. in 1987 from  Georgetown University Law Center. Following law school, she 
worked as a staff attorney at a  legal aid  clinic, the Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation from 1987 to 
1992, providing legal services to indigent clients. She was an associate at the firm of O'Neill & Colvin in Car-
bondale, Illinois, from 1992 to 1994  and then served as an assistant state's attorney in  Jackson County, Illi-
nois  from 1994 to 1998, where she prosecuted  DUIs domestic battery  cases. Along with several other attor-
neys and with the support of school faculty, Simon helped to inaugurate Southern Illinois University's law 
school domestic violence clinic in 1998. She worked as a clinical assistant professor at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity School of Law from 2000 to 2005 and was promoted to clinical associate professor in 2005.    

 

President Installation & Reception: Cocktail attire is preferred.  

 

Post-Convention Board Meeting: Begin the new year with our newly elected President and the 2018/2019 
State Officers. The President will discuss her plans for the 2018/2019 year. 
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Sunday Morning Keynote Speaker - Terri Bryant 

 
The guest speaker for Sunday morning Post-Convention session will be 

Illinois House Representative Terri Bryant.  Terri was elected in 

November, 2014, preceding the seat held by U.S. Congressman Mike 

Bost.  Terri represents the 115th District.  Ms. Bryant will be speaking 

on what got her excited about public service and then she will touch on 

her new appointment regarding sexual harassment. 

Representative Bryant’s commitment to public service began in 1994 at 

the Illinois Department of Corrections at an entry level position.  

During her time there she rose to the rank of Public Service 

Administrator at the Pinkneyville Correctional Center and Duqoin 

Impact Incarceration Program.  Bryant also served as a member of the 

Illinois Department of Corrections Religious Practices Advisory Board.  

Bryant retired from the Department of Corrections in 2014 after 20 

years of service. 

In 2009, Terri was accepted as a Fellow and then graduated from the 

Illinois Lincoln Excellence in Public Service Series.  She was appointed 

to the Board of Governors for that organization in 2010 and was elected 

President in 2011.  Ms. Bryant first served as the Chair of Woman’s 

Coalitions and then later as the Coordinator of Coalitions for the Illinois GOP. 

Terri has experienced in the private sector first through farming with her husband, Rick and then later as a 

successful small business owner when Terri along with Rick and her grandparents built the Bluebell 

Restaurant in Murphysboro. 

Terri resides in Murphysboro with her husband Rick.  They have been married since 1981.  They have one son 

Tyler and one daughter Tara and son-in-law Clint Chamness.  Terri and Rick are also the proud grandparents 

of two granddaughters. 

The week of February 10th Representative Bryant was named the Chair of Opportunities for At-Risk Women 

Task Force which will deal with issues such as homelessness, drug addiction, domestic abuse, the health care 

industry, the law enforcement community and the criminal justice system and producing a comprehensive 

report on the task force’s findings. 



 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

March :    May:  

Patricia A. McNicholas - 22nd Cindy Heflin - 1st 

     Sonja Charness - 16th 

April:      Judy Bredeweg - 19th   

Lucille Anne Schott - 1st 

Susan(Susie) Dewaele - 7th 

Tasha Roedl-Rhodes - 18th 

Aina Holland - 19th 
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Calendar of Events 
March 8th  International Woman’s Day and Send a Postcard to your Representative for 

ERA 

March 17th  Deadline for LO Achievement Award Applications due to President Suarez 

April 10   EQUAL PAY DAY Rally in Chicago   

April 20 - 22   IFBWC Annual Convention, Mt. Vernon IL  

 

For Local Organization events please go to the Google Calendar on the IFBWC website at 
www.ifbwc.org  



The 

ILLINOIS BULLETIN 
Publication Quarterly by: 

The Illinois Federation of  
Business Women’s Clubs,  Inc. 

3309 Robbins Road  #366  
Springfield, IL  62704 

IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 
information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • tinaKL31@gmail.com  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID: __________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  ____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 
LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


