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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Welcome IFBWC Members to our 2018-2019 100th 

Anniversary Year.  I hope all of you that attended our 2018 

State Convention enjoyed the convention as much as I did.  

Thank you to everyone for your hard work in making the 

convention such a huge success.  We already have exciting 

plans underway to “Remember the Past and Build the Future”.  

Our 2019 Convention and 100th Anniversary Committees are 

already making plans for our 100th Anniversary celebration 

including plans for a room to be filled with memorabilia from 

all our locals collected from the past 100 years.  Please be 

thinking about and collecting contributions to display 

representing your local organization from past years. 

Please take time to read ERA Liaison, Tina Klein’s Report.  Exciting things are 

happening is Springfield regarding passage of the ERA Amendment.  It is extremely 

important that we continue to let our State Representatives know that passage of this 

amendment by the House if of upmost importance to IFBWC and women overall. 

The month of May also hosts the installation of new officers for our local Business 

Women’s Clubs.  I congratulate and thank all those members who willingly have 

taken on these leadership responsibilities.  I can’t wait to have you send in your 

goals for the 2018-19 year.  I am very excited to see what events you have planned 

for your local during the upcoming year.  President-Elect, Cherie Kesler and I hope 

to be able to attend and participate in some of your activities this year so please keep 

us advised of your upcoming events as well as send them to Tina Klein, our 

Administrative Assistant so they can be added to our State Calendar. 

The need to work at increasing our membership still remains of great importance as 

we work to “Build the Future” of IFBWC.  Please continue to try to attract new 

members to your local organizations.  Immediate Past President, Tina Suarez and I 

are working very hard at having a new local chartered at Rend Lake College by this 

fall’s registration.  Support for our efforts has continued to grow.  Thank you to 

Fayrene Wright for putting us in contact with her daughter, Jessica.  Jessica teaches 

at Rend Lake and has expressed her enthusiasm about the establishment of a Rend 

Lake BWC and has offered her help and support.  We also have a contact now with 

John A. Logan College as well as continuing to work with representatives from the 

Southern Illinois University staff at Carbondale in formation of locals there as well. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT continued... 

Registration for our Leadership Training Conference, scheduled for June 23rd at Epworth Methodist Church in 

Mt. Vernon, is now available on the IFBWC website.  I encourage all BWC organization members to register 

to attend this event.  You will learn about the history of IFBPW/IFBWC as well as hear valuable information 

on holding interesting and informative meetings.  Membership recruitment and retention will also be 

discussed.  This is one of your opportunities offered during the year to meet and get to know your IFBWC 

state officers and committee members, enjoy the company of your fellow members as well as get useful 

information to take back to your local.  I hope you will make plans to join us for a fun and educational filled 

day. 

I am so excited about the 2018-2019 100th Anniversary year that I could go on and on about upcoming events 

and plans, but I want you to take this opportunity to read the reports from our other IFBWC officers and 

committees.  Tina Klein puts a lot of work into putting the Illinois Bulletin together to keep us up to date on 

the State and local BWC’ s happenings.  I hope you will take the time to read the Illinois Bulletin and stay 

abreast of what has happened so far this year and the many plans that lay ahead. 

 

Carol Burk 

President 2018-19 

FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT 

Thank you to each and every one of you.  Your support at our annual convention meant the world to me.  I 

know I have some amazing shoes to fill and am excited to do so.  This year brings an incredible and amazing 

journey to explore.  I am thrilled to learn and train for the future.  I am also excited to work with some 

incredible women who have volunteered to lead in the various roles and committee positions.  And, I’m 

excited to tackle the review of the policy and procedures which I’ve begun.  In translation, that means expect 

emails and phone calls, and I thank you each now for your future assistance. 

Today, my family painted the outside of the house.  My teenagers, tween, husband, and I set off for the Lowe’s 

early this morning for a new color of paint.  I stood in the aisle, pondered, and decided which shade of sensible 

gray to select, as my daughters selected all the pink and turquoise paint strips.  There are so many shades of 

gray.  Who knew?   Don’t get me started on the shades of white for the trim. Then, we all got to work.  It was a 

beautiful day, and everyone chipped in to make the work move along.  It was the first time my two younger 

children had touched a paint roller; but, as most of you know, I like to prepare my kids for life beyond gender 

specific tasks.  I was not sure how it would work.  My father stopped by with his recently injured dominate 

arm, which restricted his ability to paint.  But, he shared his wealth of tips and tricks with his grandchildren 

while taping off the brick where he could and giving his positive support of their efforts.  We all worked 

together.  My husband ended up with a little gray paint poured in his gray hair that dripped down his face as he 

supported the ladder my teenage son climbed, with his slightly tipped paint tray, for the home’s second story.  

However, I’m rather impressed with the results.  That is not to say that there weren’t times I could hear my 

daughters bicker about who missed a spot and who was the best painter (Sisters 100%), or times that I was 

ready to just quit from being tired. Overall, I was more impressed at the times I watched my children all work 

together and help each other strategize, improve their skills, and complete our family’s goal.  Those are the 

memories I will choose to bank; although, I’m sure the story of the paint poured on their father will be told for 

years to come with much embellishment.  For me, the whole process brought to my mind our special theme for 

the year. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT continued... 

  

 At convention, I received a special hammer with which we are going to build for the future.  In my 

experience today, we repaired damage caused by storms weathered and age; we protected the home’s future 

with a protective layer of new paint; and we renewed the spirit of an old house with a fresh new up-to-date 

image.  I was reminded of our task ahead.  As we celebrate our 100 year anniversary, we are ready to build for 

this future and do much of the same as I did today.   I look forward to working with all of you, my IFBWC 

family, to get this job successfully completed.  

Cherie Kesler 

President Elect 2018-19 

FROM THE STATE SECRETARY 
 

Ladies, 

Thank you so much for putting your faith in me to serve a second term as your state 

Secretary!  I am looking forward to working with this year’s Executive Committee and 

Board, as I enjoy working with different leadership styles, and I LOVE the camaraderie 

of all being focused on common goals. 

With a year of experience under my belt, I better understand my job responsibilities 

and how important this position is to our Federation.  My job as secretary is to provide 

a record of all our business transactions, in the form of meeting minutes and ACTIONS TAKEN.  Because our 

business as an Executive Committee and/or as a Board is also your business as a member, please check out our 

website where you can find our meeting minutes in the MEMBERS ONLY section.  It’s important that you 

know what’s going on, and reading the minutes is a great way to keep yourself informed. 

I am also responsible for sending and receiving correspondence, which specifically includes mailing birthday 

cards to our past state presidents.  These ladies have served this Federation well, and own a piece of our 

lengthy history.  This is a great way to stay connected. 

We have a lot to do this year to continue making our organization stronger.  In President Burk’s words, let’s 

remember the past, and let’s build the future! 

Respectfully yours,  

 

Kathy Clark-Eller 

IFBWC 2018 - 2019 Secretary 
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FROM THE STATE TREASURER 
 

Carla and I met this week to get started on the changeover of the treasurer’s position. We will not complete 

this process till the first of July, as I will be unavailable for the next event, which is coming up June 23rd. 

Carla will be finishing up the year-end information for the tax return in the meantime. I am looking forward to 

this new challenge...it should be interesting. And I am definitely looking forward to working with the new 

officers! 

 

Cindy Stock 

IFBWC 2018 - 2019 Treasurer 

 

 Investment Committee Report 

Our first meeting of the 2018-2019 year is scheduled for May 23rd, at which time we will elect a chair, 
secretary, and two (2) trustees.  Also, we will be discussing the transfer of funds for both the operating 
budget and for the projects that were approved at the 2017 convention (scholarships, convention speakers, 
and convention stipends).  In addition we will be reviewing the 2018-19 budget and projects. 

We will have a committee member change this year as Sasha Gray rotates off after 5 years, and Carla Tucker 
becomes a member until her term expires in 2023.  Thank you for serving to Sasha and welcome aboard to 
Carla! 

Other members of the committee include:  Anna Humphrey, Tina Klein, Sharon Deahl, Kathy Clark-Eller, and 
as of June 1st, Carla Tucker. 

As we kick into gear, we will provide you with an update of our activities. 

Kathy Clark-Eller, Chair 2018-2019   

 
 

Chair of Nominations Report 
 

All manuals and expectations for each position is on the website at www.ifbwc.org in the Members Only 

section. 

Vi Lighthall - 2018 - 2019 IFBWC Chair of Nominations 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

I’m Alishia Winkler, Centralia LO’s immediate past president, and I’m excited to be the 2018-2019 IFBW 
Education chair. I am still looking working on putting together a committee, but I already have some goals in 
mind for this year. First, I would like to expand the Leadership University courses available and explore 
exciting new ways for our members and our communities to benefit from this comprehensive curriculum. 
Second, I can’t wait to award twice as many scholarships to deserving women this year and review what 
went right and what can be improved on with the application process. Finally, I want to find out what 
activities, events, and programs the LOs are doing each year and foster the sharing of ideas throughout the 
state. It’s going to be a great year!  

Alishia Winkler 

2018-2019 Committee Chair 

 

And the Winners of the 2018 IFBW State Speak-Off Competition Are……. 

For the first time in many years, we had a fantastic turnout of candidates for this year’s state Speak-Off 
competition, held on April 21, 2018, at our State Convention in Mt. Vernon, Illinois. 

We had six (6) total candidates, four (4) competing in the Young Professional category, and two (2) in the 
Career Professional category.  YP candidates included Emma Grace Newell from Waltonville; Katelyn Duncan 
from Highland; Sadie Belle Kemp from Robinson; and Sydney Kolsnberg from Edwardsville.  CP candidates 
included Carrie Perkins-Schnicker from Centralia, and Kelly Knackstedt from Alhambra. 

As a reminder, candidates are judged in four (4) phases of competition:  their application, a personal 
interview, individual speech presentation (topics provided), and their ability to mentor and help others.  

Katelyn E. Duncan of Highland received first place in the Young Professional category.  The topic Katelyn 
chose for her presentation was “Who do you consider to be the most influential woman in your life and 
why?”   

A May 2018 graduate of Highland High School, Katelyn has been very active throughout all four years of high 
school, both with extracurricular activities at school and within the community.  Some of these include the 
Leadership, Excellence, Opportunity Club (LEO),  Future Medical Careers Club, National Honors Society, 
Marching Band, Symphonic Bank, Book Club, Spanish Club, National Honor Society of High School Scholars, 
and Youth Salute.  She was named 2018-2019 Illinois State Scholar, Outstanding Junior United States History 
Student of the Year, Outstanding Woodwind player, participated in the National Youth Leadership Forum: 
Medicine, and was on the High Honor Roll.   

Katelyn will attend the University of Missouri – Columbia in the fall to purse a degree in Animal Science, with 
a long-term goal of becoming a veterinarian.   

Kelly Knackstedt of Alhambra received first place in the Career Professional category.  Kelly selected the topic 
“What characteristics do you feel are important in a female leader?” for her presentation.   

Kelly has received many scholastic honors, professional and personal awards including the GSON Institutional 
Scholarship, Greater St. Louis Community Foundation Scholarship, the St. Louis Area Health Care Recruiters – 
Cindy File Memorial Scholarship, Phi Theta Kappa, TRIO, Henry and Edith Ross Scholarship, John N. Bellcoff 
Tamburitzan Scholarship, Carol Sue Betty Lehr Memorial Scholarship, Roger A. Giannini Scholarship and the 
Sam Wolf GCC Scholarship.  She was also named Employee of the Month for May 2017 at Barnes Jewish 
Hospital.   
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE continued... 

She is involved in her community and church -  a member of the Alhambra Community Club, member of the 
Hand Bell Choir at the Evangelical United Church of Christ in Highland, and an EvUCC/Wee Care Day Care 
Board member.   

Kelly received an Associate of Arts from Southwestern Illinois College and a Bachelor of Science from 
Goldfarb School of Nursing at Barnes Jewish College.  She is currently employed as a Clinical Registered Nurse 
at Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, while pursuing a Master’s Degree for Family Nurse Practitioner from 
Maryville University. 

On behalf of the Education committee, I would like to thank the three judges who graciously agreed to score 
the candidates in all 4 of the categories:  Barb Yong, Fayrene Wright, and Kathleen Eifert.  These ladies had a 
very difficult job, as all of the candidates were very qualified and were excellent competitors. 

Also, thank you to all of our members who listened to the speech presentation portion of the competition.  
While we may have been strangers to some of the candidates, it was obvious that we supported each of 
them in their efforts. 

Education Committee 

Kathy Clark-Eller, Melodie Ainslie, Jennifer Libbra 
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE 

 

The state networking committee is off to a new year with new projects. We are trying to get all of the wrinkles 

worked out with the convention stipend that was introduced last year, and we hope to have it be more easily 

utilized this year. We have a voucher form now that will be able to be downloaded and filled out for an easier 

time with the reimbursement procedures at the end of the year. Also we will be working on a series of public 

relations articles this year to be distributed throughout the state in honor of the IFBWC’s 100th year. We will 

focus on key points in our organization, and some history of how we came to be. I hope this will be an exciting 

year of advancement and growth.  

Networking Membership Stipends 

$400 will be awarded to an established local organization with the most new members.  We will base this on the 

membership as of May 13th, 2018 to February 15, 2019.  The winners will be announced in the March Illinois Bulletin.  

The winning Local will submit a person or two to attend convention on April 26 – 28, 2019 in Effingham to the 

Networking Committee. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 new local organizations for a representative of that local to 

attend convention on April 26 – 28, 2019 in Effingham .  A representative will be submitted to the Networking 

Committee for registration to convention.  The new local organizations must be chartered before February 15, 2019. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 college local organizations for representatives to attend 

convention on April 26 – 28, 2019 in Effingham .  The college local must be chartered by February 15, 2019.  If no 

college local is established by February 15, 2019 the stipend will be awarded to a second established local organization 

with the second highest new members.  Locals will submit a person to the Networking Committee to attend convention. 

These stipends are for members only.  It is suggested that the selected member from each awarded local be someone that 

is active in the organization and will attend convention.  Money will not be sent to the person that is submitted to the 

committee.  The Committee will work with the Treasurer to register and pay for the submitted person.  Please submit any 

questions to the Networking Chair Amanda Burk or committee member Tina Klein.  

Membership 

Total number of members as of  May 21, 2018 is 268.   

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Amanda Burk - 2017-2018 Chair  
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SLRP Committee 
The SLRP Committee met directly after Post-Convention 2018.  Susie Dewaele was elected Chair, with Tina 

Klein being voted as Secretary of the committee.  We have been tasked with reviewing the Executive 

Committee Handbook.  Suggested edits have been received and will process and update by June 1, 2018.  

Minutes/Actions Taken by the SLRP Committee can be found on the members-only section of the IFBWC 

website.  

The SLRP members will partner with the executive committee officers, offering mentoring.  This will be in 

place by June 1, 2018.    

We will be re-addressing the state-wide member mentoring program.  A “need” was provided from a survey 

conducted in 2016, with the results being shared at the 2016 Interim Board meeting and provided in the year-

end report. The survey indicated implementing mentor program rated high to put into action.  

We are currently waiting on additional information from the Attorney General regarding 

how/steps/requirements that we will need to have in place, should IFBWC decided to cease operations.   

Susie Dewaele, 

On behalf of the SLRP Committee 

2018-19 

 

Miscellaneous IMPORTANT Information 
It has come to my attention that some not aware of the things that go on behind the scenes.  So I thought that I 

would enlighten everyone.  As the Executive Secretary (or whatever title you want to give me), I download a 

report of all active members.  I separated the active members into each local organization report.  At the 

beginning of every month I send this report to the Local Presidents.  All Local Presidents are to forward that 

information to the Local Membership chair and Treasurer for their records.  Each report has the member 

renewal date.  Then around the middle of each month, I will send out a report of all members that have expired 

or renewal dates within the next 30 days.  Again this report should be forwarded to the Membership Chair and 

Treasurer so they can contact the members for renewal of dues. 

I will also be contacting the Local Organization (LO) Presidents to update their 990s.  As mentioned above, I 

have updated the manual with step-by-step instructions on how to do this in the Members Only section of the 

website.  If the LO does not update their 990s then they will lose their Not for Profit status with the IRS.  It 

will cost $400.00 or more and a lot of red tape to get reinstated.   So please, make sure your LO gets this done 

as soon as possible.  If you do not know your EIN number, please contact Carla Tucker or myself and we can 

get that to you. 

As a reminder that I do not have access to my cell phone or personal email during the day.  So it may take me a 

day or so to get back with you, but I will get back with you. 

Tina Klein - Executive Secretary 
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Legislation and ERA Report 
Hello, IFBWC!  The Illinois legislative session is drawing to a close.   ERA Liaison Tina Klein will update 

you on what is happening with the ERA, and it is hopeful and positive news.  The fall will continue to bring a 

variety of legislative initiatives and proposals of interest to not only BWC members, but the members of our 

communities as well.  Our IFBWC website contains a Legislation Manual, also referred to as Legislation 

Committee Handbook, which I updated in 2017, and will be working on revising again this summer.  It is 

designed to help our locals educate, organize and take action.  It is an excellent recruitment tool for potential 

members who are looking for a meaningful way to become involved in an organization that will allow them to 

help their friends and neighbors. 

Our locals perform a variety of programs to carry out our legislative function.  We host or co-host candidate 

forums, sponsor programs to educate the public about ballot issues or pending legislation on the state or 

national level, write articles for BWC newsletters and local media outlets, encourage members to contact their 

legislators, and work with other organizations on events such as Equal Pay Day and Lobby Day in Springfield.   

One new way to get in touch with your federal representatives is to contact @GovTrack on Facebook 

Messenger and say “Hi”@GovTrack.  This new tool not only identifies who your representatives are, but also 

gives you ongoing information about pending federal legislation.  This is particularly helpful when trying to 

follow the somewhat meandering path of healthcare legislation.   

You can also search https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/subjects/womens_rights/5913 when you would 

like to search for bills that particularly interest you in addition to the daily squibs you will receive from 

GovTrack. 

Many organizations also track legislation at the state and local level, and not just strictly pertinent to their 

group.  This includes AARP, AAUW, the League of Women Voters, and the National Conference of State 

Legislatures.  You can also track Illinois legislation at www.ilga.gov 

That site contains a good search function as well. 

For those of you who are interested in learning more about the history of the Equal Rights Amendment, I think 

you will find this link for an article (and accompanying video) from NPR most informative.  

https://will.illinois.edu/news/story/illinois-issues-era-yesterday-and-today 

SJRCA004 is still pending in the Illinois Senate.  As is true with other legislation, if you care about its passage, 

contact your state Senators and Representatives to let them know.  They have heard an earful from people who 

don’t want the ERA to pass, but not enough from advocates such as ourselves. 

I will also be tracking legislation that may be of interest to you and contacting you via email regarding those 

bills.  If you have something of particular interest you would like to know more about, or discuss ideas you 

may have for your local regarding legislative activities, please feel free to contact me at 

smcgrath1503@gmail.com 

I look forward to another great year working with you! 

 

Susan McGrath 

2018—2019 Legislation Chair 
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Legislation and ERA Report continued... 
 

GET YOUR LOBBY HAT ON!!! 

 

Exciting new things are happening in the drive for ERA.  ERA was passed by the Illinois Senate and was 

passed out of committee.  The vote for the House of Representatives has been delayed.  Representative Lou 

Lang will not call for a vote until he is guaranteed 71 yes votes.  At the moment he has 68.  We need to get to 

work on our representatives to get them to vote yes.  We need to do this ASAP.  There are templates for phone 

calls, emails, letters, and post cards on the website in the Legislation section. 

You can sign the witness slips online at:  

http://my.ilga.gov/WitnessSlip/Create/99262?committeeHearingId=16072&LegislationId=99262&Legislation

DocumentId=130273&HCommittees5%2F22%2F2018-

page=1&committeeid=0&chamber=H&nodays=7&_=1526397705597&GridCurrentCommittees-page=2  

We are working with AAUW and other organizations to hold events and push our members to contact their 

representatives to VOTE YES for ERA.  Please go to www.ifbwc.org for more information.  If you would like 

me to do a presentation for your local on ERA, please let me know.  You can contact me at 

tinaKL31@gmail.com or 618.786.3058. 

Tina Klein 

ERA Representative 

 

IFBWC Website Updates 
Did you know that there is a discussion board on the website.  Anyone can create a discussion topic and make 

comments. This can be found in the Members Only Section. 

Did you know that there is a new member packet on the website in the Members Only section.  This can be 

given to each new member that has all the acronyms used by the organization, how IFBWC is organized, what 

this organization is about, and where to find more information on the website.  There is also a PowerPoint 

Presentation that each local organization (LO) can use to do their own New Member orientation.  

Tina Klein 

2018 - 2019 IFBWC Webmistress 

http://my.ilga.gov/WitnessSlip/Create/99262?committeeHearingId=16072&LegislationId=99262&LegislationDocumentId=130273&HCommittees5%2F22%2F2018-page=1&committeeid=0&chamber=H&nodays=7&_=1526397705597&GridCurrentCommittees-page=2
http://my.ilga.gov/WitnessSlip/Create/99262?committeeHearingId=16072&LegislationId=99262&LegislationDocumentId=130273&HCommittees5%2F22%2F2018-page=1&committeeid=0&chamber=H&nodays=7&_=1526397705597&GridCurrentCommittees-page=2
http://my.ilga.gov/WitnessSlip/Create/99262?committeeHearingId=16072&LegislationId=99262&LegislationDocumentId=130273&HCommittees5%2F22%2F2018-page=1&committeeid=0&chamber=H&nodays=7&_=1526397705597&GridCurrentCommittees-page=2


Page 11 Illinois Bulletin 

Centralia LO Report 
Spring is such a busy time for the Centralia LO! We’ve welcomed another 

new member, hosted two youth programs, introduced an exciting new 

educational opportunity for local businesses, rallied for equal pay, 

awarded scholarships, celebrated our members, and installed a new officer 

team! Wow! 

The spring began with a brand new format for the Choices program. This 

year, Choices was presented to Centralia High School freshman and 

sophomore girls in two different sessions. We invited five local business 

women – three of which were LO members – to tell the students about the 

education and experiences that set them on the path to their current 

careers. The speakers received some great questions from the students, 

and the school was very pleased with the outcome and asked us to return 

next year. 

Next on the agenda was our annual Reality Store. More than 250 eighth-graders went through the Reality Store 

program this year, and we had 90 amazing volunteers – many who had never helped at the event before. The 

committee made some updates to the materials and the flow that were very well-received. 

The beginning of April was our time to rally! A “Wine and Sign” was hosted at a local winery for members 

and friends to make their signs for Centralia’s second annual Equal Pay Day Rally. On April 7, with 40+ in 

attendance, Legislation Chair Pam McKay opened the event and LO President Alishia Winkler introduced the 

speakers. A council member from the City of Centralia and the Wamac mayor spoke on behalf of women and 

equal rights, and members Carrie Perkins-Schnicker and Emily Kracht moved the crowd with their passionate 

words. Plans are already being made for the 2019 rally! The Equal Pay issue also garnered local business 

support, with a popular coffee shop offering a 21 percent discount for women while men paid full price. 

April also marked the beginning of a new partnership between Centralia BPW and the Greater Centralia 

Chamber of Commerce. Centralia LO members presented four two-hour workshops using the IFBW 

Leadership University curriculum to employees of Chamber businesses. The goal was to provide information 

that would allow these young people become better leaders and move up the ladder more quickly. Both 

organizations received great feedback from the program, and we are looking forward to doing it again in the 

fall. 

Also in April was our annual Guest Night. This is a special 

meeting where we enjoy great food, great company, and a 

fantastic key note speaker. This is also the evening where the 

members are introduced to current year’s scholarship 

recipients. In 2018, Centralia BPW awarded six $500 

scholarships to area high school students, a current college 

student, and a returning student over 25. 

The season wrapped up with the May meeting where a new 

group of officers were installed. Please join me in welcoming 

President Cary Day, President-Elect Emily Kracht, Recording 

Secretary Tammy Resch, Corresponding Secretary Sharon 

Sanders, and Treasurer Stephanie House. The group is looking 

forward to a great year with these outstanding women. 

 

Respectfully submitted 
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Champaign/Urbana LO Report 
Hello, IFBWC!  The Champaign-Urbana local is happy to announce the election of officers for the coming 

year:  Susan McGrath, President; Cherie Kesler, Vice President; Jenny Ravanh, Secretary; and Carla Tucker, 

Treasurer.  We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead, particularly as we look forward to the 

celebration of our 100th year anniversary celebration on October 18, 2018 at the Stone Creek Events Center, 

2560 Stone Creek Boulevard, Urbana.   We will share more details of the celebration in the coming weeks. 

We have also planned programs through the end of the year, and will publish them in the IFBWC website 

calendar, and share them in the IFBWC Friends Facebook page.  We are also planning two recruitment events.  

The first will be on June 24 at 1:30 at Alto Vineyard, and the second will be at the Urbana Starbucks at 10:00 

a.m. on August 18.  All of our current members have paid dues for the coming year except for one, and we will 

be working with her on renewal.  And, because there should always be time for fun, we are planning a 

Krannert Uncorked outing, and a women’s basketball game this winter!  Additionally, we have reserved space 

at the Champaign Public Library on March 28 for a local Equal Pay Day Rally.  And finally, we shall be 

announcing our scholarship winners in July. 

We look forward to continuing to work within our local and the Federation to building the IFBWC movement! 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Susan McGrath 

2018-2019 LO President 
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Mt. Vernon LO Report 
The Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club has finished their 2017 – 2018 year strong, and begun their 2018 – 

2019 year. We were so pleased to finish the year with the 2017 – 2018 State Convention being held in Mt. 

Vernon. We had a wonderful weekend with many very interesting speakers and programs, and a great time of 

fellowship with our other IFBWC sisters. On Saturday evening we were honored to see our very own Melanie 

Andrews accept the Outstanding Working Woman of Illinois award. We could not have had a more deserving 

honoree, not only is she a remarkable woman but she is also a Past President of our own LO. Also on Saturday 

evening we got to see another of our Past Presidents, Carol Burk, be sworn in as State President. We are so 

proud of her as well, and can not wait to see the great direction she leads the state in, while “Remembering the 

Past, and Building the Future”.  

On May 14th we installed our own LO officers for the 2018 – 2019 year. Dorothy Hamson performed the 

ceremony and our new officers are: President – Amanda Burk, President Elect – Crystal Webster, Treasurer – 

Carol Burk, Recording Secretary – Marilyn Konold, Correspondence Secretary – Eileen Williams, and Board 

members at large – Linda Trivosonno, Tana Dehart, Gwen Gross, and Patsy Timm. We are excited to be “ 

Embracing the future, and Appreciating the Past” this year. We also presented two scholarships that evening to 

April Kohute and Benay Walker for them to continue the advancement of their careers.  

This is such an exciting year for our club as it is the 100th year for the IFBWC and we are very eager to watch 

it unfold. We have several events already planned for this year and are actively working on planning more. We 

hope this years mark on our clubs history is positive, uplifting, and a shining light on generations to come, to 

show what women can do when we work together for the betterment of our society.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Amanda Burk - President 

Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club 

 

Taylorville LO Report 
The Tayloville LO just installed the new officers for the coming year.  President is Betty Moore, Vice 

President is Tanya Reno, Secretary is Mickey Emerson and Co-Treasurers are Mellisa and Teresa McMillan.  

We will be updating our bylaws this year to incorporate four task forces – Finance, Legislation, Networking 

and Education to carry on the work of our local. 

 

At our May meeting we honored groups in our city, through a monetary donation, who make a difference in 

the lives of people of all ages.  We donated $2,500 to 11 different groups. 

 

During our June meeting we will present $6000 in scholarships to graduating seniors and individuals returning 

to college to further their education.  

 

Betty Moore 

2018 - 2019 LO President 
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT 

 

We will be having our Leadership Training Event on Saturday, June 23 at the 

Epworth Methodist Church.  This will be an event that is designed for both 

new and ongoing members of the Federation!  And, it is also open to the public, so please feel free to invite 

friends who you think would benefit from the training and be potential members as well.  The registration fee 

is $25. 

 

Please submit your registration by Friday, June 9th either online or mail them to Tina Klein, 21090 State 

Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037.     

 

Registration Mt. Vernon Local 9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

Introductions Carol Burk 10:00 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

How to Run a Successful Meeting Susan McGrath/ 10:10 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Recruitment/Retention Cherie Kessler  

Lunch Kingdom Seed 11:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m. 

 Catering 

History of IFBWC Tina Klein 11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

Break    12:15 p.m.- 12:30 p.m. 

Responsibilities: EXCOM 12:30 p.m.- 1:15 p.m. 

Officers 

Board Members   

Standing Committee Chairs/Committees 

Special Appointments 

Membership Representatives 

 

Wrap-Up & Questions Carol Burk 1:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

   

Please encourage your Local Board members to attend the conference.   
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Leadership Conference Registration 

Epworth Methodist Church 
401 Main Street, Mt. Vernon, Illinois 62864  

9:30 AM – 2:00 PM 

Cost:  $25.00 (includes lunch and refreshments) 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

Local Organization ____________________________________________________________ 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip _______________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  _________________________  Cell Phone _____________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________________________ 

Credential Classification 

 

____  LO President   _____  LO Treasurer   _____ LO Secretary    

_____ Member   _____ State Board (State Officer committee Chair)   

_____ LO Board (LO Committee Chair)    _____ Visitor 

Meal Selection  

 

________  Meal #1     ______  Meal #2 

Bacon wrapped BBQ Chicken Legs (2)  Smoked Pork Chop Sandwich 

Coleslaw      Coleslaw 

Baked Beans      Baked Beans 

Chips        Chips  

Brownie      Brownie 

Drinks 

____ Pepsi   ____ Diet Pepsi ____ Coke  ____ Diet  Coke 

 

____ Lemonade  ____ Sprite  ____ Ice Tea  ____ Sweet Ice Tea 
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Date:  Saturday, November 17, 2018 

 

Place: Thelma Keller Convention Center 

  1202 N Keller Dr, Effingham, IL 62401, USA 
 

 



 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

June:      July:  

Kathy Beals - 1   Chris LaFrance - 2 

Susan McGrath - 8   Sharon Deahl - 2 

Kathy Clark-Eller - 14  Margaret  (Peg) Spear - 19 

     Eleanor Rose Bourke - 25  

August:    Susan Tungate - 25 

Gayle Gurthie - 9   Nancy Clark - 27 

     Wilma Harpole - 30 

     Tina Klein  - 31 
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Calendar of Events 

 

June 7   New Member Orientation - Facebook Live 

June 23  Leadership Training 

  Epworth United Methodist Church, 401 Main Street, Mount  Vernon IL 

August 12  Illinois Bulletin articles due to President Burk, and IB Editor Tina Klein 

 

For Local Organization events please go to the Google Calendar on the IFBWC website at 
www.ifbwc.org  

 



The 

ILLINOIS BULLETIN 
Publication Quarterly by: 

The Illinois Federation of  
Business Women’s Clubs,  Inc. 

3309 Robbins Road  #366  
Springfield, IL  62704 

IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 
information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID: __________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  ____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 
LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


