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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Hello everyone. I hope that everyone has had a great 

summer now that it is coming to an end. I was looking at 

my calendar and thought where has the time gone?  I have 

just completed one third of my presidential year. WOW. It 

has been so great to work with so many great ladies both 

old friends and new ones that I have made along the way.  

I want to first say a very special thank you to Susie 

Dewaele and her SLRP committee. They are rocking this 

year. They have put many goals into action. I am so grateful for this committee for 

getting things going again for the goodness of the federation. THANK YOU.  

My thanks continue to go out to Kathy Clark Eller and her Education committee. 

They are meeting about one time a month. Kathy and her committee have great 

things to share with all of us. They have awesome goals for the year. The major 

thing is the new education scholarships that have been placed in our budget. One is 

for a high school student and the other is for a returning student. The committee has 

reworked the application as well as the requirements to put into place that applicants 

for the scholarship will also be required to participate in the Speak Off Competition 

at convention. What awesome idea. They are hoping that this will promote the 

number of speak off candidates that we have at 2018 convention. Thanks all of you 

for the hard work. 

Then as the thank you continues let’s give a round of applause to Amanda Burk and 

the networking committee. They have also worked very hard to get convention 

stipends in place. They have the requirements completed. This will allow some 

members that have not been able to go to convention the chance to go and have 

some of the fees paid for. Thanks ladies. Keep up the great work.  

We cannot leave off the investment committee and their awesome work that they are 

doing. They are meeting month to get all of the investments reviewed. They will 

have had a conference call completed as you are reading this bulletin. They will be 

meeting to review our federation investment portfolio.  

I guess all of you can see a pattern here. Hard work is happening all around us.  

Special thank you, to all of you that are working hard and building the membership. 

KUDOS goes to Tina Klein. With all of her hard work we are going to be chartering 

the Three Rivers Local in Alton in September. Then Champaign is building their 

membership also with three possible four new members in their LO. Way to go 

ladies.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT continued... 

Carol Burk and I are going to be working with both Carbondale and Rend Lake College to hopefully get two 

more LO chartered. I am certain that other LO’s are getting new members also. Please let me know. I love to 

brag on everyone.  

And then the fun times the LO visits. The Mt Vernon one has been completed in August. Those ladies really 

rock. Carol Burk and I have several visits lined up. If your LO has not contacted me about a visit please do so. 

And also please continue to email me all the fun things that you have planned. I am hoping that Carol and I can 

get to many of them. I know that Centralia LO had a Luau Bingo. It was totally awesome. My ladies in my LO 

sure know how to put on a fun night. I even won a great prize and I never win. NO it wasn’t rigged.  

I got to help at Mt Vernon LO rummage sale fundraiser. It was great thanks ladies. Wonderful job and I found 

some great finds.  

I know that I am heading to Champaign on August 20th to attend a membership drive at the local winery. I 

sure hope that there is chocolate there too. Then off to Crawford County on august 22nd for a Wine and 

Cheese event. Looking forward to other fun times as the Christmas auction in Taylorville and Christmas in 

Highland the great times just continue.  

I received an invitation of high tea in LaGrange. I am sure hoping that my calendar will let me come there.  

As you can see we continue to be a great organization for women. I know that our membership as fallen below 

what we have wanted but as you can see above we are going slowly but slowly. Great things come when you 

do them slow and steady. Remember that I am challenging all of you to find one friend or community leader to 

bring to a meeting and see first-hand what we are all about. It really isn’t a hard process. Get out in your 

communities and keep tooting your horn. Show the world what we are made of. What is that STRONG AND 

POWERFUL WOMEN. 

Last but not least please try your best to attend the Interim Board meeting in November. And keep on sending 

me great things about your club and of course invitations. THANK YOU EVERYONE. WE CAN GET TO 

THOSE STARS IF WE KEEP REACHING FOR THEM. 

 

Tina Suarez 

President 2017-18 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT 

Hello to my IFBWC sisters!  I hope you have enjoyed your summer and activities for your 2017-18 BWC year 

are well underway.  If your local is the same as our Mt. Vernon LO it seems every year our summer and fall 

get busier. 

I am having a wonderful time and learning so much serving as your President-Elect.  The State started working 

on plans for its entire current year plus future plans for the next year almost before you are sworn into your 

office.  What an energetic and enthusiastic group of officers and board members we have this year. 

As you should all know by now, President Tina Suarez wants to focus a great amount of effort into increasing 

our membership.  Administrative Assistant, Tina Klein has really taken this goal to heart and has already 

formed a new local for her area.  WAY TO GO, Tina.  I have been in contact with an individual from the 

Carbondale area and a couple of past members from the old Carbondale local and hope to meet with interested 

ladies in that area in early fall.  I am waiting for school to resume at Rend Lake College to once again get in 

contact with their business professor to see if we can set up a luncheon meeting to invite potential student 

members from her college.  So much to do and so little time!  I hope each of you are inviting potential 

members to attend your meetings and activities in an effort to increase our membership and promote “Women 

Helping Women” through the Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs. 

Our Chair of Nominations for this year is Tina Klein and I know she has contacted several of you regarding 

retaining your position for my upcoming IFBWC year.  To the ones that have already agreed I send a special 

“thank you” and to Tina for all her hard work, I can only say “You have no idea how much you are 

appreciated.” 

We will be working with the site selection committee for the selection of a location for our 2018 Convention 

very soon. Since President Suarez will be holding her convention in Mt. Vernon, it is only fair that I ask your 

input to the 2018 Convention Site Committee, to be chaired by Sharon Sanders.  I, of course, would like to 

keep it in or near Mt. Vernon where I am familiar with the facilities and speakers, however, if you have a 

suggestion and would be willing to help in organizing and setting up the convention at another location we 

certainly will consider that as well. 

Also during my year as President our IFBWC will be celebrating our 100th anniversary.  Tina Suarez has 

agreed to work with the past presidents to organize a celebration event either combined with our convention or 

separately.  If you have ideas or suggestions to make this a memorable time please let Tina know. 

Plans are being made by President Tina and myself to visit your locals as well as attend some of your 

upcoming events.  If you have not gotten back to Tina as to when you regularly meet or events that we could 

attend to get to know you all better, please do so a.s.a.p. 

It has been such an exciting year so far and with Business Women’s Week coming up in October as well as our 

Local visits AND the possible organization of other new Locals AND the welcoming of new members I am so 

excited that you have honored me with the election to the President-Elect position for this year.  I look forward 

to seeing all of you very soon.  Keep up your recruiting efforts and let me know if you need a speaker or 

anything any of us can do to help our organization “Reach for the Stars” and “Reach the Stars”! 

 

Carol E. Burk  

President Elect 2017-18 
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FROM THE STATE SECRETARY 
 

Ladies, 

I have to admit, being Secretary of this great Federation is a lot easier than being President!  Sending birthday 

cards to past state presidents, sending sympathy cards to members, and taking minutes for Executive 

Committee meetings and Boards meetings sums up my duties.  If I can do this job, so can you! 

The position of Secretary is a great way to learn how the organization works, to better understand 

parliamentary procedure, and to position yourself to take on the more responsible roles of President-Elect and 

eventually President.  Even though I did it backwards (VP and President before Secretary), you should think 

about doing it more strategically.  We are always looking for leadership to keep us in business. 

Now I will tell you a short story about what you might consider a very boring topic.  When I became a member 

back in 1986, I was active locally (Granite City) but didn’t begin attend state convention until 1989. 

Prior to my membership in IFBW, I had not had any exposure to Parliamentary Procedure.  Our local used 

Robert’s Rules, but we were amateurs.  Seeing Robert’s Rules in action at state convention was an eye-opener 

for me – I was so impressed!  It was that experience that prompted me to learn parliamentary procedure so that 

I could facilitate an effective meeting. 

I can’t tell you how many times knowing and understanding parliamentary procedure has made me look good 

in organizations other than IFBW.  I have served in leadership roles on several not-for-profit boards, and it has 

been an invaluable skill. 

So, I tell you this because while you may find Robert’s Rules to be stuffy and old-fashioned, it is a tool to an 

efficiently and successfully run meeting.  Your experience will deepen if you take on a leadership role, and 

believe me, it will be worth it! 

Here to serve, 

Kathy Clark-Eller 

IFBWC 2017 - 2018 Secretary 

 

FROM THE STATE TREASURER 
 

Leadership training was great, I’m excited about Interim Board, but what would really thrill me was to find 

that all the LOs successfully filed their 990 with the IRS.  There is no paper form.  There is no late filing.  Fail 

often enough and you could lose your not-for-profit status, which could be expensive to reinstate.    If you log 

into the members only section of www.ifbwc.org and go to “Forms, Manuals and other useful information”, 

there are OUTSTANDING instructions by Tina Klein on how to do this.  If you are still having problems, 

please contact me at carla.tucker52@gmail.com by October 1 so we can work it through.  By the way, how’s 

your budget?  See you soon! 

 

Carla Tucker 

 

 

 



Page 5 Illinois Bulletin 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Hello, hope summer finds you all well.  I am the Chairman of the Education Committee and we have been 
very busy preparing topics for the YP/CP program.  The topics should be approved by the Executive 
Committee shortly and will be out for your LO to get started preparing for State Convention. 

It was decided at our last State Convention to work on a scholarship program.  That was assigned to the 
Education Committee.  We have met 3 times and have discussed and then discussed some more about what 
should or shouldn’t be expected from these individuals.  With what we have presented to the Executive 
Committee, a few changes will need to be made to the YP/CP program.  More information on both the 
Scholarships and the YP/CP program will be forthcoming. 

I can tell you, or remind you, that it was decided at the 2017 State Convention to present 3=$2,000 
scholarships at the 2018 State Convention.  This amount was approved by the membership at the 2017 State 
Convention and is included in our 2017-2018 budget.   

I would like to introduce those responsible for this endeavor,  Kathy Clark-Eller, Past State 
President/Secretary/plus numerous other titles.  Jennifer Libbra, Highland LO President and myself, Melodie 
Ainslie, member of the Centralia LO. 

If you have any questions and would like to comment, please contact me at melodiea@frontier.com. 

 

Young Professional/Career Professional  

Speak-Off Competition  

 

The topics for the Speak-Off Competition at the 2018 State Convention are as follows: 

According to research, work stress disproportionately impacts women.  Why is this true? 

Who do you consider to be the most influential woman in your life and why? 

What characteristics do you feel are important in a female leader? 

Why is the issue of pay equity important to young women and men? 

Why should women run for elective office? 

Please contact either one of the Speak-Off Coordinators, Melodie Ainslie, (melodiea@frontier.com, home: 
618-495-2673) or Kathy Clark-Eller (kclark9208@aol.com, cell:  618-920-0660) if your local is interested in 
having a candidate for the Speak-Off, or if you want more information about competition rules. 

 

Melodie Ainslie, Education Committee Chairman 
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 OWWI COMMITTEE 

I hope you individually and your LO have had a good summer. Fall is on the way. I want to emphasize that 

now is the time to choose your OWWI nominee. Look around your community; find a woman who has made 

contributions in her work, community and home; and nominate her. The deadline is February 15, 2018 and the 

application is on the state website. It will take some time with the candidate to find out her accomplishments 

and then to fill out the forms. It is not hard, but it does take thought and time. I also would encourage you to 

find the $50.00 application fee. You can do a fund raiser, get a sponsor, get it from your LO’s budget or find a 

donation to cover this fee.  

As the Illinois Business Women’s Clubs, I think we have the obligation and honor to recognize women who 

have fought the fight, overcome the prejudices and made a difference in the work place. Our organization has 

committed to honor three recipients but in recent years we have only had two. Let’s make 2018 the year we 

identify and honor three worthy women. IT IS UP TO YOU.  

Sylvia Mahle 

2017-2018 OWWI Chair  

 

Chair of Nominations Report 
I have contacted all that currently hold positions to see if you would consider staying in the position another 

year.  I greatly appreciate all who have responded and for all the hard work every single one of you do.  At this 

time Carol Burk and I are working on a Treasurer and a Membership Representative.  If you or you know of 

someone who would like to fill either of these positions, please contact me at tinaKL31@gmail.com or 

618.786.3058.  I will be happy to answer any questions about any position.  

All manuals and expectations for each position is on the website at www.ifbwc.org in the Members Only 

section. 

Tina Klein - 2017 - 2018 IFBWC Chair of Nominations 

 

SLRP Committee 
The SLRP Committee met via phone on August 2.  We discussed an item which we 

need YOUR input.  A membership-wide survey was conducted in 2016, with the 

results being shared at the 2016 Interim Board meeting and provided in the year-

end report. The survey indicated implementing mentor program rated high to put 

into action.   

The input we want to gather is a list of members that would benefit by having 

mentor.  Our vision for the results from this type of partnership would assist 

members to grow personally and professionally.  

If you or you know of a member that would benefit by a mentor, please email me at susiebullit@yahoo.com or 

call at 618.520.7039. 

Susie Dewaele, 

On behalf of the SLRP Committee 

2017-18 
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE 

 

Networking Membership Stipends 

At the IFBWC annual convention a line item was approved to help locals send members to next years convention.  

Below is the criteria the Networking Committee submitted to the Executive Committee and was approved. 

$400 will be awarded to an established local organization with the most new members.  We will base this on the 

membership as of May 13th, 2017 to February 17, 2018.  The winners will be announced in the March Illinois Bulletin.  

The winning Local will submit a person or two to attend convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. Vernon to the 

Networking Committee. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 new local organizations for a representative of that local to 

attend convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. Vernon.  A representative will be submitted to the Networking 

Committee for registration to convention.  The new local organizations must be chartered before February 17, 2018. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 college local organizations for representatives to attend 

convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. Vernon.  The college local must be chartered by February 17, 2018.  If no 

college local is established by February 17, 2018 the stipend will be awarded to a second established local organization 

with the second highest new members.  Locals will submit a person to the Networking Committee to attend convention. 

These stipends are for members only.  It is suggested that the selected member from each awarded local be someone that 

is active in the organization and will attend convention.  Money will not be sent to the person that is submitted to the 

committee.  The Committee will work with the Treasurer to register and pay for the submitted person.  Please submit any 

questions to the Networking Chair Amanda Burk or committee member Tina Klein.  

 

Information from Think Tank on Social Media 

Twitter:  Followers: 806; 73% female/27% male; Following: 1,301;  Tweets: 1,775 

Instagram: Followers: 181; 76% female/24% male, ages 18-44 (88% of people); Biggest majority of followers 

are from around Chicago (23%); Following: 907; Posts: 98 

Reposts seem to do relatively well. 

Facebook:  Total Page Likes: 351; Total Page Followers: 334; Demographics: 94% women/5% men, ages 25-

64 (73% of people); Biggest majority of fans are in Centralia (37 people) 

Membership 

Total number of members as of  August 16, 2017 is 268.   

Race for New Members Since May 2017: 

Champaign 4 is the winner so far with Clinton at 2 new members and Crawford County at 2.  I know that 

Metro East gained 2 new members at their last meeting.  Keep up the great work! 

Amanda Burk - 2017-2018 Chair  
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IFBWC Website Updates 
The website has so much information on many topics.  Did you know that we have a Leadership University 

with modules that anyone can use to present to their local or to the public.  Each module has a PowerPoint 

presentation, Instructors Guide, Attendee booklet, fun activities, and ice breaker fun to start each session.   

Did you know that there is a new member packet on the website in the Members Only section.  This can be 

given to each new member that has all the acronyms used by the organization, how IFBWC is organized, what 

this organization is about, and where to find more information on the website.  There is also a PowerPoint 

Presentation that each local organization (LO) can use to do their own New Member orientation.  

Tina Klein 

2017 - 2018 IFBWC Webmistress 

 

 

Miscellaneous IMPORTANT Information 
It has come to my attention that some not aware of the things that go on behind the scenes.  So I thought that I 

would enlighten everyone.  As the Executive Secretary (or whatever title you want to give me), I download a 

report of all active members.  I separated the active members into each local organization report.  At the 

beginning of every month I send this report to the Local Presidents.  All Local Presidents are to forward that 

information to the Local Membership chair and Treasurer for their records.  Each report has the member 

renewal date.  Then around the middle of each month, I will send out a report of all members that have expired 

or renewal dates within the next 30 days.  Again this report should be forwarded to the Membership Chair and 

Treasurer so they can contact the members for renewal of dues. 

I will also be contacting the Local Organization (LO) Presidents to update their 990s.  As mentioned above, I 

have updated the manual with step-by-step instructions on how to do this in the Members Only section of the 

website.  If the LO does not update their 990s then they will lose their Not for Profit status with the IRS.  It 

will cost $400.00 or more and a lot of red tape to get reinstated.   So please, make sure your LO gets this done 

as soon as possible.  If you do not know your EIN number, please contact Carla Tucker or myself and we can 

get that to you. 

As a reminder that I do not have access to my cell phone or personal email during the day.  So it may take me a 

day or so to get back with you, but I will get back with you. 

Tina Klein - Executive Secretary 
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Legislation and ERA Report 
 

The fall brings not only a new season, but a variety of legislative initiatives and proposals of interest to not 

only BWC members, but the members of our communities as well.  Our IFBWC website contains a newly 

revised Legislation Committee handbook which will help our locals educate, organize and take action.  It is an 

excellent recruitment tool for potential members who are looking for a meaningful way to become involved in 

an organization that will allow them to help their friends and neighbors. 

Our locals perform a variety of programs to carry out our legislative function.  We host or co-host candidate 

forums, sponsor programs to educate the public about ballot issues or pending legislation on the state or 

national level, write articles for BWC newsletters and local media outlets, encourage members to contact their 

legislators, and work with other organizations on events such as Equal Pay Day and Lobby Day in Springfield.   

One new way to get in touch with your federal representatives is to contact @GovTrack on Facebook 

Messenger and say “Hi”@GovTrack.  This new tool not only identifies who your representatives are, but also 

gives you ongoing information about pending federal legislation.  This is particularly helpful when trying to 

follow the somewhat meandering path of healthcare legislation.   

You can also search https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/subjects/womens_rights/5913 when you would 

like to search for bills that particularly interest you in addition to the daily squibs you will receive from 

GovTrack. 

Many organizations also track legislation at the state and local level, and not just strictly pertinent to their 

group.  This includes AARP, AAUW, the League of Women Voters, and the National Conference of State 

Legislatures.  You can also track Illinois legislation at www.ilga.gov 

That site contains a good search function as well. 

I will also be tracking legislation that may be of interest to you and contacting you via email regarding those 

bills.  If you have something of particular interest you would like to know more about, or discuss ideas you 

may have for your local regarding legislative activities, please feel free to contact me at 

smcgrath1503@gmail.com 

I look forward to another great year working with you! 

Susan McGrath 

2017—2018 Legislation Chair 

 

Exciting new things are happening in the drive for ERA.  We are working with AAUW and other organizations 

to hold events and push our members to contact their representatives to VOTE YES for ERA.  Please go to 

www.ifbwc.org for more information.  If you would like me to do a presentation for your local on ERA, please 

let me know.  You can contact me at tinaKL31@gmail.com or 618.786.3058. 

 

Tina Klein 

ERA Representative 
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Mt. Vernon LO Report 

The Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club has been very busy this past month. We have had our annual July 

picnic featuring our “Make it, Bake it, Sew it, Grow it” auction which was a great success. Also we have been 

selling eclipse glasses which we are now completely sold out of. We donated several pair to the Jefferson 

county sheriffs office for the deputies on duty for the event, and partnered 

with the Register News to get them out into the community. Also this past 

weekend we had a 2 day rummage sale, and next weekend we will be 

hosting a booth at a local festival benefitting leukemia and lymphoma 

research. Work has already begun on our Fall Festival Ad book, and that is 

one of our biggest projects of the year but it is always a success. We have 

many more exciting events coming up and are very excited to get started 

on our busiest time of the year.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Amanda Burk - President 

Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club 
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Date:  Saturday, November 18, 2017 

 

Time:  Registration starts at 9:30 am 

  Meeting start at 10:00 am - 2:30 pm 

 

Place: Epworth United Methodist Church 

  401 Main St., Mount Vernon, IL 62864 

 

Key Note Speaker is Rachel Otwell.  She is an NPR reporter who recently 

published an extensive article on the Equal Rights Amendment in 

Illinois.  

Barb Yong, Past State President and Equal Pay Representative will speak 

on Equal Pay. 
 



 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

September:     October:  

Fayrene Wright - 26   Mary Ann Gould - 2 

     Courtney Tegeler - 3  

     Emily Battin - 12 

November:     

Sandy Ferguson - 5 

M. Annabel Woodring - 14 

Jan Cetwinski - 19 

Lynette Jones - 29     
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Calendar of Events 

 

October 14  Mid Year Reports due for Interim Board 

October 15 - 22  Illinois Women in Business Week   

October 18  New member orientation, Facebook Live 7 PM 

November 18 Articles due for the Winter Illinois Bulletin 

November 18 Interim Board, 401 Main St. Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

 

For Local Organization events please go to the Google Calendar on the IFBWC website at 
www.ifbwc.org  
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IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 
information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID: __________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  ____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 
LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


