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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Hello everyone. Hope everyone enjoyed their summer and also 

beginning to enjoy their fall. I can’t believe that my year is about 

at the mid-point. Where has the time gone. I am looking forward 

to seeing everyone at interim board meeting in Mt Vernon. I 

have enjoyed all of my visits to most of the locals. Learned so 

much from all of the ladies in the LO’s. I also have been able to 

go to some LO fun nights. They have been totally awesome. I 

was able to work at Highland’s reality store. It was great and ran 

very smoothly. I worked with a great group of members and 

students. The Executive Committee has been meeting on a 

monthly basis to brainstorm on ideas to both assist the LO’s with increasing their 

membership as well as approving different things at the state level that will help the LO’s. 

We are doing our best to let them know that we DO HAVE something to offer them. 

Exciting things or coming.  

Tina Klein continues to work on getting the Three Rivers going. She works so hard as out 

administrative assist ant as well as a wearing a lot of different hats. Kudos to Tina K. Then 

President-elect Carol Burk as well as myself are going to be meeting with both Rend Lake 

College as well as SIUC to try to establish LO’s on both campuses. This would be great. If 

anyone throughout the state would like to work on that with us please feel free to contact 

Carol or myself. I definitely like working with a great team.  

I know that at this point Carol Burk and I have several more locals to visit. We will be 

visiting the Clinton LO as well as Taylorville’s Christmas auction yet this year. I know 

everyone has been contacted. If you have not responded yet to see a good date for our visit 

please let us know. We are looking at early spring as we all know what the Illinois winter 

weather can be like. And if the persimmons are right we are in for a lot of snow which is not 

good traveling weather. I was honored to be asked by the Crawford County Local to read 

the papers on their nominee’s for their OWWI. A great choice was made. If you haven’t 

thought about your OWWI candidate or your speak-off candidate I urged you to do so. I 

know each community has many wonderful women that would make excellent candidates. 

They are out there they just need to be asked to participate in the speak off and be 

nominated as your OWWI candidate. Go get them ladies. After all you are REACHING 

FOR THE STARS.  

It is my pleasure to have Karen Walsh, Sharon Sanders and Carol Burk working on my 

convention. It is going to be great.  They have gotten a wonderful speaker and also great 

break-out sessions. Please mark your calendar to come to convention. If you don’t attend, I 
promise you that you will be missing a great time. 

I look forward to seeing you at both interim board and convention. It will be of great interest 

to me on how each of you reached for your stars this year.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT 

It’s hard to believe it is time to Mid-Year Reports already and plans are underway for the 2018 Convention.  

The closer to the end of the year it gets the more excited about my presidential year I get and the more 

responsibility I realize it is going to be.  I want to say thank you to everyone who has already agreed to serve 

on my Executive Board and Committees for 2018-19.  We still have positions open if you are interested in 

working on the State level please let me know. 

This year has been very successful so far with many more plans in the future.  Interim Board is just around 

corner on Saturday, November 18th at the Epworth Methodist Church in Mt. Vernon.  As part of that gathering 

and in an effort to gather members and officers in an informal setting prior to our meeting, I am excited to 

sponsor, along with the Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club, the event of “Twas the Night Before” on Friday 

night, November 17th from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  This gathering will be a casual bonfire at my home at 22010 N. 

Hails Lane, Texico, Illinois.  We will have drinks, finger foods as well as hotdogs and ingredients for s’more is 

anyone is interested in cooking their own.  This night will be for all members giving each of us an opportunity 

to get to know each other better.  If you are coming down on the train, President Tina Suarez and members of 

the Mt. Vernon BWC will be happy to provide transportation from the station to your hotel and to our get-

together.  Hope you can all join us for some good ole relaxation and fun. 

President Suarez and I have been working very hard on recruiting new members.  We have an appointment 

with Danna Lewis of Southern Illinois University Business School on November 7th to discuss forming a 

student BWC organization on their campus.  I have also been in contact with Lisa Price at Rend Lake College 

for the same purpose.  We plan to discuss what IFBWC has to offer students and how we can possibly be of 

assistance in mentoring young ladies interested in belonging to our organization.  I have had the opportunity to 

visit some of our locals and was quite impressed with the effort everyone is putting forward to recruit new 

members.  Keep up the good work, ladies! 

Discussion has started regarding the 2019 Convention and the 100-year celebration of IFBWC.  A location has 

not been determined yet and the site selection committee could use all of your help in evaluating various 

locations for presentation to the membership for vote at the 2018 Convention.  If you have a suggestion or 

would like to work with the Site Selection Committee please let me know at (618) 246-6768 or 

ceburk51@hotmail.com. 

 

Carol E. Burk  

President Elect 2017-18 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
As previously mentioned in the article regarding the new state scholarship program, one of the tasks given to 
the Education Committee when developing the state scholarship program was to tie the awarding of the 
scholarships to competing in the Young Professional/Career Professional Speak-Off.   The thinking was that 
the Speak-Off provides an excellent developmental opportunity for these young women to network with our 
members, learn about our mission, and get the experience of speaking before and interviewing with friendly 
faces. 

In order to include these young women in the competition, the Education Committee had to revise the 
eligibility criteria.  In reviewing the lengthy Speak-Off Handbook, the Committee zeroed in on 5 documents, 
which we felt represent the documents that are most likely used by the locals when recruiting a candidate for 
the speak-off.   

The 5 documents that have been revised and that can be found on our website (and in the back of this 
Interim Board packet) include the Speak-Off Competition Guidelines, the Biographical Information Form, 
Speak-Off Benefits to the Candidate, the letter to the YP candidate, and the letter to the CP candidate. 

Listed below are the major criteria changes and some added comments/considerations: 

1. We lowered the age for the YP candidates from 20 to 18, in recognition of high school scholarship 
winners. 

2. We removed the employment criteria for the YP candidates; while it is not a requirement, the bio 
sheet includes employment information, which will be readily available to the judges. 

3. We reduced the employment criteria from 5 years to 3 years for the CP candidates.  While we 
recognize that some of our returning student scholarship winners who are 36 years old might be considering 
college for the first time after raising a family, we also feel that the title “Career Professional” would indicate 
the candidate has a chosen career field or at least has been in the workplace long enough to choose a career 
to pursue. 

4. We removed the requirement that the candidate be sponsored by a local.  This does not preclude 
referring a state scholarship winner to a local organization for mentoring, where it is geographically possible.  
The Education Committee will be responsible for making this referral to the local, but it will be the local’s 
responsibility to decide to make contact with the candidate.  (A referral would be a win-win for the candidate 
and the local.)  

5. We removed the need to be a member in good standing by the time of competition at convention. 

In addition to having the state scholarship winners compete in the Speak-Off, we are hoping that the relaxed 
criteria will also prove helpful to the locals in recruiting candidates. 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE continued... 
As a reminder, here are the topics that have been approved by the Executive Committee for the 2017-2018 
Speak-Off Competition: 

1. According to research, work stress disproportionately impacts women.  Why is this true? 

2. Who do you consider to be the most influential woman in your life and why? 

3. What characteristics do you feel are important in a female leader? 

4. Why is the issue of pay equity important to young women and men? 

5. Why should women run for elective office? 

Please contact either one of the Speak-Off Coordinators, Melodie Ainslie, (melodiea@frontier.com, home: 
618-495-2673) or Kathy Clark-Eller (kclark9208@aol.com, cell:  618-920-0660) if your local is interested in 
having a candidate for the Speak-Off, or if you want more information about competition rules.  It is not too 
early to start recruiting your candidate NOW! 

Melodie Ainslie, Education Committee Chairman 

IFBWC STATE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

At the 2017 Convention in Champaign, the membership passed a budget for 2017-2018 that included $6000.00 to be 
given out to three (3) scholarship winners.  President Suarez then tasked the Education Committee with the 
development of the criteria for the program, with the understanding that we want to be able to award those 
scholarships the spring of 2018. 

After several meetings and many, many revisions based on feedback from several of the locals, the Executive 
Committee approved a recommendation by the Education Committee to accept the scholarship program as submitted.  
Listed below are the highlights of the program. 

Beginning in 2018, IFBWC is proud to introduce our scholarship program for returning students with the following 
application requirements: 

All forms and information requested must be enclosed/included in order for the application to be considered. 

Applicant must be female, 19 years or older, a US citizen, a resident of the state of Illinois, at minimum a high school 
graduate or equivalent, and must be officially enrolled in an accredited trade school, college, or university, with a 
minimum of 6 credit hours. 

A high school or college (regardless of level of completion) transcript of grades. 

A cover letter and completed application form. 

A typed 200-300 word essay (typed, double-spaced) identifying her career objectives and explaining how she plans to 
use this scholarship to achieve those objectives.  If applicant is enrolled in a Master’s program, her essay should 
include how this additional education will assist her in the work world. 

Two (2) letters of recommendation from people other than relatives or close friends  

In addition, successful applicants must be willing and available to compete in the Young Professional/Career 
Professional competition at the IFBWC state convention, held in April or May of the year in which they have been 
awarded the scholarship.  
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE continued... 

IFBWC STATE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM continued.. 

Also beginning in 2018, IFBWC is proud to introduce our scholarship program for high school seniors with the following 
application requirements: 

All forms and information requested must be enclosed/included in order for the application to be considered. 

Applicant must be female, a US citizen, a resident of the state of Illinois, and a graduating senior who has been 
accepted to attend an accredited trade school, college, or university as a full time student in the fall of this year. 

A minimum grade point of 2.8 on a 4 point scale. 

A high school transcript of grades. 

A cover letter and completed application form. 

A typed 200-300 word essay (typed, double-spaced) stating the applicant’s future educational plans and goals, 
including the profession she hopes to enter and an explanation as to why she has chosen this field of study. 

Two (2) letters of recommendation from teachers or someone other than relatives or close friends.  

In addition, successful applicants must be willing and available to compete in the Young Professional competition at the 
IFBWC state convention, held in April or May of their high school graduation year.  

The applications for both the returning students and high school students will be available on our website, along with a 
letter that includes the requirements and other instructions for a successful application. 

The Education Committee was also instructed to tie the awarding of the scholarships to competing in the Young 
Professional/Career Professional Speak-Off.  The Speak-Off is an excellent developmental opportunity for these young 
women to network with our members, learn about our mission, and get the experience of speaking before and 
interviewing with friendly faces.   

In order to include these young women in the competition, we will be revising the Speak-Off Guidelines, specifically the 
eligibility criteria.  By relaxing the criteria, we are hoping that this will also allow the locals to be more successful at 
recruiting Speak-Off candidates as well.  Hopefully, the Executive Committee will have approved these changes by 
Interim Board. 

As with all IFBWC state programs, we look forward to working with the locals to make it successful.  The biggest key to 
success is getting the word out to local high schools and colleges, and any other network you can think of that would 
access women returning to school.  We are relying on the locals to help us with this major piece. 

Education has been one of IFBWC’s primary goals since its existence.  We can all be proud of the many women that 
have been helped through the Celia M. Howard Fellowship and through our local scholarship programs.  This is another 
opportunity for women to help women. 

The Education Committee 

Melodie Ainslie, Kathy Clark-Eller, Jennifer Libbra 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE continued... 

Leadership University:  On-Line Courses? 

The Education Committee has been busy working on the state scholarship program, with a deadline of 

awarding our first scholarships in the spring of 2018.  Consequently, no additional courses have been 

customized for our use.   

However, one of the issues we are considering is whether or not the courses should be made available via an 

online format.  With the help of Centralia’s member, Cary Day (Cary is fluent in the language of technology), 

we now know that Corporate Training Materials (the company from whom we purchased the rights to all 

courses on their website) hosts a Learning Management System (LMS) at an additional cost based on the 

number of users/learners. 

Having these courses online would allow our members (and non-members, if we would choose to allow them 

to participate for a donation?) to successfully complete a course in the comfort of their homes, with completion 

to include a certificate. 

The question is:  is there enough member interest in pursuing this direction to warrant the additional cost?   

To check out the online format, I (Kathy Clark-Eller) participated in a free trial with one of the courses, and 

found it to be very user friendly.  But would we have enough interest to warrant spending an additional $200 a 

month, $2400 a year for up to 100 learners/participants? 

The Education Committee would like your feedback: 

Melodie Ainslie, melodiea@frontier.com, 618-495-2673 

Jennifer Libbra, jen@thechocolateaffair.com, 618-531-2132 

Kathy Clark-Eller, kclark9208@aol.com, 618-920-0660 

   

OWWI COMMITTEE 

Fall has arrived and I am anxiously awaiting Feb. 15, 2018—the deadline for the OWWI Award applications. 

The application is in place on the IFBWC website. I hope you or your LO has been searching your area for a 

candidate. Please do not wait until February 1, 2018 because that will not give you enough time to adequately 

construct a good application. The judges look for complete applications with documentation that reveals that 

the candidate has made accomplishments in her job, field of employment, and community. I know there are 

many women who qualify for this award, you just need to nominate them. So get busy. Find the $50 

application fee, fill out the nomination application and help IFBWC honor worthy three women at the 2018 

convention. 

Sylvia Mahle 

2017-2018 OWWI Chair  
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE 

Networking Membership Stipends 

$400 will be awarded to an established local organization with the most new members.  We will base this on 
the membership as of May 13th, 2017 to February 17, 2018.  The winners will be announced in the March 
Illinois Bulletin.  The winning Local will submit a person or two to attend convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in 
Mt. Vernon to the Networking Committee. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 new local organizations for a representative of that 
local to attend convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. Vernon.  A representative will be submitted to the 
Networking Committee for registration to convention.  The new local organizations must be chartered before 
February 17, 2018. 

$400 will be awarded to or split between no more than 2 college local organizations for representatives to 
attend convention on April 20 – 22, 2018 in Mt. Vernon.  The college local must be chartered by February 17, 
2018.  If no college local is established by February 17, 2018 the stipend will be awarded to a second 
established local organization with the second highest new members.  Locals will submit a person to the 
Networking Committee to attend convention. 

These stipends are for members only.  It is suggested that the selected member from each awarded local be 
someone that is active in the organization and will attend convention.  Money will not be sent to the person 
that is submitted to the committee.  The Committee will work with the Treasurer to register and pay for the 
submitted person.  Please submit any questions to the Networking Chair Amanda Burk or committee 
member Tina Klein. 

As of November 9, 2017 Local Organization Membership race is as follows: 

Centralia – 8 

Champaign Urbana – 4 

Crawford County – 6 

Highland – 2 and 1 transfer 

Metro East – 4 

Taylorville – 2 

 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION STIPEND 

At the IFBWC Annual Convention last May we were tasked to create a stipend to help locals recruit and retain 

their membership.  Below are the requirements that were voted on by the EXCOM:   

There will be no application to fill out.  The LO is required to send a flyer of the event or some kind of 

advertisement along with receipts for costs for the event to Amanda Burk.  A check for the amount spent up to 

the amount of $200.00 will be reimbursed.  This is on a first come first serve basis until the money in the 

budget (which is $1000) is spent.  The LOs can apply 1 time only and the event has to be to attract new 

members.  
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 NETWORKING COMMITTEE continued... 
Networking Membership Stipends 

Social Media Summary (as of 11/14/17)   

Facebook: ● Total Page Likes: 356 ● Total Page Followers: 343 ● Demographics:  ○ 94% women & 5% men ○ 
20% ages 35-44 ○ Most fans are from Centralia (35), Chicago (22), Robinson (19), Edwardsville (16), & St. 
Louis (14) ● Activity: ○ Followers are active consistently throughout the week. ○ Prime hours of their 
Facebook activity are afternoon to evening (3-9pm).  ● Overall: Facebook’s audience  age tends to be higher 
than other platforms, with most people 35+, so content focusing on issues pertaining to those women tend 
to perform better. The top posts tend to be links to outside articles. 

Twitter ● Followers: 812 ● Following: 927 ● Tweets: 1,901 ● Demographics: ○ 75% female & 22% male ○ 37% 
ages 25-34 ○ 34% of followers are from Illinois ○ Top Audience Interests: ■ Business & Entrepreneurship ■ 
Politics & Current Events ■ Technology & Tech News ■ Leadership ● Overall: Most every tweet gets 
liked/retweeted by someone. There are more RTs on content than clicks, likes, or replies. Top tweets were 
IFBW-related (events, news, etc.). 

 

Instagram ● Followers: 183 ● Following: 535 ● Posts: 122 ● Demographics: ○ 74% female & 26% male ○ 40% 
ages 25-34 ○ 12% of followers are from Chicago ● Activity:  ○ Followers are active every day of the week 
(consistently each day).  ○ Most active hours are around normal work hours (moreso 12-6pm).  ● Overall: 
Most posts get 30+ likes. Visually inspirational photos &  quotes  do especially well.  

Amanda Burk - 2017-2018 Chair  

 

 

CHAIR OF NOMINATIONS 
HAPPY DANCE!!!  Carol and I have worked hard to make sure we fill all spots for next year.  As of now, we 

have at least one person running for Executive Committee positions.  We still need a Chair of Nominations and 

a couple more Membership Representatives and Alternates. If you or you know of someone who would like to 

fill any of these positions, please contact me at tinaKL31@gmail.com or 618.786.3058.  I will be happy to 

answer any questions about any position.  

For those who are running for office, including Membership Representatives, please make sure you fill out the 

paperwork and send it to me as soon as possible! 

All manuals and expectations for each position is on the website at www.ifbwc.org in the Members Only 

section. 

Tina Klein - 2017 - 2018 IFBWC Chair of Nominations 
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IFBWC WEBSITE UPDATES 
Did you know that you don’t have to 

have PayPal to pay for events through the 

website. 

 

 

Tina Klein 

2017 - 2018 IFBWC Webmistress 

 

 

Miscellaneous IMPORTANT 
Information 

It has come to my attention that some not 

aware of the things that go on behind the 

scenes.  So I thought that I would 

enlighten everyone.  As the Executive 

Secretary (or whatever title you want to 

give me), I download a report of all 

active members.  I separated the active 

members into each local organization 

report.  At the beginning of every month 

I send this report to the Local Presidents.  

All Local Presidents are to forward that 

information to the Local Membership 

chair and Treasurer for their records.  

Each report has the member renewal 

date.  Then around the middle of each 

month, I will send out a report of all 

members that have expired or renewal 

dates within the next 30 days.  Again this report should be forwarded to the Membership Chair and Treasurer 

so they can contact the members for renewal of dues. 

I will also be contacting the Local Organization (LO) Presidents to update their 990s.  As mentioned above, I 

have updated the manual with step-by-step instructions on how to do this in the Members Only section of the 

website.  If the LO does not update their 990s then they will lose their Not for Profit status with the IRS.  It 

will cost $400.00 or more and a lot of red tape to get reinstated.   So please, make sure your LO gets this done 

as soon as possible.  If you do not know your EIN number, please contact Carla Tucker or myself and we can 

get that to you. 

As a reminder that I do not have access to my cell phone or personal email during the day.  So it may take me a 

day or so to get back with you, but I will get back with you. 

Tina Klein - Executive Secretary 
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LEGISLATION AND ERA REPORT 
The fall brings not only a new season, but a variety of legislative initiatives and proposals of interest to not 

only BWC members, but the members of our communities as well.  Our IFBWC website contains a newly 

revised Legislation Committee handbook which will help our locals educate, organize and take action.  It is an 

excellent recruitment tool for potential members who are looking for a meaningful way to become involved in 

an organization that will allow them to help their friends and neighbors. 

Our locals perform a variety of programs to carry out our legislative function.  We host or co-host candidate 

forums, sponsor programs to educate the public about ballot issues or pending legislation on the state or 

national level, write articles for BWC newsletters and local media outlets, encourage members to contact their 

legislators, and work with other organizations on events such as Equal Pay Day and Lobby Day in Springfield.   

One new way to get in touch with your federal representatives is to contact @GovTrack on Facebook 

Messenger and say “Hi”@GovTrack.  This new tool not only identifies who your representatives are, but also 

gives you ongoing information about pending federal legislation.  This is particularly helpful when trying to 

follow the somewhat meandering path of healthcare legislation.   

You can also search https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/subjects/womens_rights/5913 when you would 

like to search for bills that particularly interest you in addition to the daily squibs you will receive from 

GovTrack. 

Many organizations also track legislation at the state and local level, and not just strictly pertinent to their 

group.  This includes AARP, AAUW, the League of Women Voters, and the National Conference of State 

Legislatures.  You can also track Illinois legislation at www.ilga.gov  That site contains a good search function 

as well. 

For those of you who are interested in learning more about the history of the Equal Rights Amendment, I think 

you will find this link for an article (and accompanying video) from NPR most informative.  

https://will.illinois.edu/news/story/illinois-issues-era-yesterday-and-today SJRCA004 is still pending in the 

Illinois Senate.  As is true with other legislation, if you care about its passage, contact your state Senators and 

Representatives to let them know.  They have heard an earful from people who don’t want the ERA to pass, 

but not enough from advocates such as ourselves. 

I will also be tracking legislation that may be of interest to you and contacting you via email regarding those 

bills.  If you have something of particular interest you would like to know more about, or discuss ideas you 

may have for your local regarding legislative activities, please feel free to contact me at legislation@ifbwc.org 

I look forward to another great year working with you! 

Susan McGrath, Chair 

Susan McGrath 

2017—2018 Legislation Chair 

ERA - GET OUT AND CONTANCT YOUR REPRESENTATIVES!!! 

Ladies, we need to step up our game.  The opposition to the ERA are going strong and now using robo calls to 

convince people to contact their representatives to vote NO.  We need to get the word out and get more people 

to contact their representatives to vote YES!!!   ERA (SJRCA4) will be voted on soon.  There is no time to 

waste.  To find your representative and contact information, go to www.elections.il.gov, enter your address and 

confirm.  If you don’t know what to say, there are examples of emails, letters, phone calls, and office visit 

scripts on the IFBWC website (www.ifbwc.org) on the Legislation Page.    

These representatives definitely need to be contacted. They voted NO the last time ERA came up for vote.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eraillinois/38075112556/ . 

Tina Klein - ERA Representative 
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CELIA M HOWARD FELLOWSHIP FUND REPORT 
 I am very sorry that I cannot attend Interim Board this year. Responsibilities here in Crawford County 

require me to stay at home. If you missed the Celia M. Howard luncheon at the April convention, you missed a 

fantastic event! Erika Harold was a dynamic speaker and connected well with our recipients. (She has also 

since announced her candidacy for Illinois Attorney General.) Also, we were honored to have all of our 2017-

2018 recipients in attendance at the luncheon. 

 I am in the process of setting a date for the Committee to visit the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. 

Most of our Committee members have yet to visit the institute and see first hand the work the it is doing. Plans 

for the annual meeting in January are also being made. 

 I am receiving documentation and applications for the 2018-2019 academic year. If you know of a 

worthy candidate, please encourage them to apply. The Celia M. Howard Fellowship funds fellowships to the 

University of Illinois College of Law, the American Graduate School of International Management, the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. All of the fellowships are 

for graduate level work. Applications are due November 15. 

 Current committee members are: Tina Klein, Vice Chair; Cindy Heflin, Secretary; Catherine 

Barbercheck, Linda Johnson; Deb Walker; Barb Crowder; State President, Tina Suarez; Education Chair,  

Melodie Ainslie; and Networking Chair,  Amanda Burk. President-Elect, Carol Burk serves as an ex-officio 

member of the Committee. Fellowship Trustees are Chris LaFrance, Barb Yong and Pat McNicholas.  

Fayrene Wright, Chair 

STRATEGIC LONG RANG PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  Information was provided in the last issue of the Illinois Bulletin.  The SLRP Committee members discussed 

an item which we need YOUR (membership) input.  A membership-wide survey was conducted in 2016, it 

indicated implementing a mentor program to be put into action.   

The input we want to gather is a list of members that would benefit by having mentor.  Our vision for the 

results from this type of partnership would assist members to grow personally and professionally.  

At this time, we have not received any information from any LO.  Membership participation is a must to help 

our organization grow.  LO Presidents please discuss at your board and business meetings. If you a member 

would benefit by having a mentor, please contact anyone from the SLRP Committee: 

 Susie Dewaele - susiebullit@yahoo.com or call at 618.520.7039. 

 Beth Galicia – bmgali@sbcglobal.net 

 Cindy Heflin – heflincd@frontier.com 

 Tina Klein – tinaKI.31@gmail.com 

 Fayrene Wright – fayrene26@gmail.co, 

 Barb Yong – blyong@golanchristie.com  

SLRP is also to work with the Blue Ribbon Task Force – we are awaiting a formal opinion from an attorney to 

begin this portion of our project.  

In the coming year, SLRP will be working on setting step-by-step procedures to have when and if, IFBWC 

would have to “close the doors”.   Although not the way we hope things go, it is wise to have the information 

set in place to insure everything is processed legally.  

Susie Dewaele, 

On behalf of the SLRP Committee, 2017-18 
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IFBWC INVESTMENT FUND COMMITTEE REPORT 
  The 2017-2018 Investment Committee has been very active this year with the following actions taken: 

1. Committee met via conference call on 6/6.  Nominations were held for officers and trustees:  Chairperson – 

Kathy Clark-Eller; Secretary – Anna Humphrey; Trustees – Tina Klein and Sharon Deahl.  The committee 

decided they wanted to meet quarterly and to receive monthly statements for the account.  Our next meeting 

would be for the purpose of reviewing our portfolio with our broker, which is required by our guidelines. 

2. On August 16, 2017, the Committee participated in a review of our portfolio with Denise Pacione, our 

broker with Edward Jones.  A thorough presentation of the club’s current investments was given by Denise, 

with a detailed question and answer session following.  After Denise left the call, discussion was held 

regarding the special projects that have been included in this year’s budget.  The issue under discussion 

involved the funding of the projects by using cash in our savings account and certificates of deposit or selling 

shares from our portfolio.  Treasurer Tucker and Finance Chair Hagen (ex-officio members of the committee, 

whose opinions we respect and appreciate) both support leaving our current assets as is and advised that the 

best course of action would be the selling of shares.  Committee agreed that a decision does not have to be 

made any time soon, as the projects will not be paid out until later in this business year, and possibly into the 

next business year. 

3. Committee plans to meet again via conference call on 11/9 to discuss 2 items: 

a. Are the objectives stated in our Investment Fund Policy Objectives & Guidelines still relevant?  If not, what 

changes should we consider? 

b. Bond fund dividends:  continue to reinvest or not? 

The members of the Investment Committee include:  Anna Humphrey, Tina Klein, Sasha Gray, Sharon Deahl, 

and Kathy Clark-Eller. 

Our portfolio is doing extremely well.  Despite our withdrawal in June of over $11,000 in dividends, which we 

use to partially fund our operating budget for 2017-2018, our current balance in over $535,000.00.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask any of the Investment Committee members.  If you 

have an interest in joining us next year, please let President-Elect Carol Burk know, as one of our members 

will be rotating off. 

Kathy Clark-Eller, Chairperson, 2017-2018  
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CHAMPAIGN URBANA LO REPORT 
I am happy to report that we have had an exciting year in Champaign-Urbana!  Membership has been one of 

our primary goals this year, and thus far we have recruited three new members to date, with the possibility of 

another three members.  We have also retained all of our current members to date with the exception of one, 

and we are working with her to get her renewal done.  To support our recruitment effort we have had new 

member events, including a wine tasting at Alto Vineyard, and a coffee meeting at the Urbana Starbucks.  We 

have also assigned a member to work with each of our potential members to gain their membership.   

We have had several programs related to the goals of the Illinois Federation as well.  For example, Kimberly 

Palermo, Celia Howard scholarship winner, gave a program on “Modern Day Slavery:  Human Trafficking in 

Illinois”; Sami Anderson spoke to us on “War:  The Side no one Wants to Talk About”;  and Dawn Henry, our 

newest member, presented on “Working Women and the Sandwich Generation.”  We also had two programs 

featuring leadership and building organizational membership from the TED talks.  We are also working on a 

local Equal Pay Day Event for the spring.   

Next year we are also looking forward to our 100th year anniversary celebration, and accordingly have started 

the arrangements to make it an event to remember.  We are scheduling the celebration to coincide with 

Working Women’s Week in October 2018.   Watch for more details! We expect to have our own Facebook 

page in January, another step toward our greater visibility in the community.  While we create Facebook 

events for all of our activities, having a regular forum which people can turn to will help us expand our 

outreach.   

We expect to have our own Facebook page in January, another step toward our greater visibility in the 

community.  While we create Facebook events for all of our activities, having a regular forum which people 

can turn to will help us expand our outreach.   

We are proud to announce that our Woman of the Year candidate will be Barbara Pritchard.  Barb and her 

deceased husband, Lester Pritchard, co-founded the Campaign for Real Choice, designed to fund community 

based services to allow people with disabilities to live at home and not be forced to choose institutional living.  

They also co-founded a local housing organization called Citizens for HOMES (Housing Options Meeting 

Equitable Standards) to encourage developers to include low-cost accessible options in new housing.  Barb is 

also a member of the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities.  She has been active in the Champaign 

County Health Care Consumers as well.  A long time member of our local, Barb is now serving as the Chair of 

our Scholarship Committee.     

We are also proud to have nominated Cherie Kesler as a candidate for President-Elect.  Cherie is serving this 

year as Vice-Chair of the Champaign-Urbana local, as well as State Parliamentarian.  Last year Cherie served 

as co-chair of the Federation Networking Committee.    

As the Federation continues to grow and prosper, so we are striving to match that effort at the local level as 

well.  We look forward to seeing all of you at Interim Board! 

Susan McGrath – LO President  
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CENTRALIA LO REPORT 
The Centralia Business and Professional Women’s Club has had a busy Fall Quarter. We had an extremely 

successful BPW Week in October. We started the week out by awarding Kim McMillian of Monken Buick - 

Chevrolet, Boss of the Year. Followed on Friday by our annual Scholarship Salad Luncheon where we raised 

over $3,000 for scholarships to be awarded to area students. We closed our week with awarding Stephanie 

Waggoner, Warden of the Vandalia Correctional Facility, with Woman of the Year. We are pleased to add 

both Kim and Stephanie to the list of hardworking and dedicated woman who have received the honor of Boss 

of the Year and Woman of the Year. 

Members have also enjoyed several guest speakers at recent meetings. in September Kristi Holland-Deadmond 

informed members about The Reading Link at Kaskaskia College; this program helps to teach adult students to 

improve their reading skills. Another aspect of the program helps with GED assistance; Ms. Deadmond 

informed the club that few students are able to pay for the testing after completing the free program. This 

inspired members to vote to approve a donation to the college for scholarships to help the students pay to 

complete the required testing. 

In October members heard from the new Greater Centralia Chamber of Commerce Director Marcus Holland; 

he also accepted our donation from our work at the Balloon Festival held in August. During the October 

meeting, State President, and Centralia member Tina Suarez along with President Elect Carol Burk spoke 

about their adventures attending other LO meetings throughout the state as well as informed members about 

Interim Board taking place in November. 

Looking forward to the New Year, our Organization is excited to be holding our Second Annual Trivia Night. 

The event will be held on February 2; we invite everyone to grab some friends and join us for a fun event!  

Emily Kracht, Recording Secretary & Public Relations Chair 

 

MT VERNON LO REPORT 
 

The Mount Vernon LO has had a very busy fall already! We participated in our local Fall Festival, our OWWI 

winner for this year rode in the parade and represented herself and the club fantastically. We hosted the “Great 

Pumpkin Decorating Contest”, it is always so much fun seeing all of the really creative entries and getting to 

talk with so many people from our community. The week of October 15th – 21st was proclaimed Business 

Women’s week, there were so many fun events to participate in during the week, we honored our Past 

Presidents with a fun evening of appetizers, conversation and a movie! Also there was a fun night of bowling, 

a group of ladies got to go to the Centralia BPW’s salad luncheon which is always fabulous! There were a 

couple other “get togethers” and meetings during the week and a great time was had by all. The ladies also 

participated in a chicken dinner fundraiser for the upcoming Christmas parade, and are busy gearing up for our 

annual Christmas cookie decorating tent we have during our Christmas fest. Fall is always our busiest time of 

the year with all of the holidays and events going on and all that needs to be done to prepare for the new year, 

but we always manage to get it all done and have an amazing time in the process! I am so looking forward to 

our pre – interim board fun with “Twas the night before” and to get to spend time with other LO’s, also to hear 

our great speakers and learn more about what is going on at the state level, and for our annual Christmas party! 

There is still lots to do and plenty of fun activities planned to finish out the season and I am so proud of all that 

the Mt. Vernon LO has accomplished already! 

 

Amanda Burk – LO President 
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TAYLORVILLE LO REPORT 
Illinois Federation of Business Women, Taylorville LOL 

The Taylorville LOL has been busy over the summer and into the fall.  During the summer, we recognized 4 

high school graduating seniors with scholarship money to begin their first year of college.  We also recognized 

3 girls continuing with their second year of college with scholarship money.  And we gave scholarship money 

to one woman returning to college after several years of raising a family.  We have been blessed with fund 

raising monies that we can use to support these young people in pursuing their goals. 

We look forward to having a fun Business Women’s Week during October 15-21st.  Among our activities for 

the week include a tour of Kemmer Village (a Presbyterian Child Care Agency that provides a wide range of 

quality services, which meet the needs of children, youth and their families), proclamation from the Mayor 

recognizing our organization, fitness walk in the park, participating in the Chamber of Commerce’s Business 

After Hours get together, helping at the food pantry, and a networking lunch. 

Also planned for November 9th, is our biggest fund-raiser – Christmas Auction at the VFW hall in Taylorville.  

Dinner at 6:00 with Auction to follow.  Members provide us with lots of bake sale items and baskets to 

auction.  Cost is $15 and reservations can be made by contacting Betty Moore – email: iccabetty@gmail.com 

or call 217-820-4231. 

Betty Moore – Lo President  
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For more information on Local Events and deadlines got to www.ifbwc.org and click on Events, then go to 

Federation Google Calendar. 

 

Equal Pay Day 

Date:  April 10, 2018 

Place:  Daley Center Plaza Chicago, IL 

Time:  12:00 noon to 1:00 pm 

Stay tuned for more information.  You can follow on Facebook at Equal Pay Day Chicago. 

 

Annual State Convention 2018 

Dates:  April 20 – 22, 2018 

Place:  Drury Inn, 145 N 44th St, Mt Vernon, IL 62864 

Sleeping Room Rate:  $99.00 Plus tax and incidentals. 

Drury Inn has complimentary continental breakfast, wireless internet connectivity, 24-hour fitness center, 

fridge and microwave in each room. 
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Let the spirit of Christmas warm your home with 
love, joy and peace. Have a blessed Christmas 

and May the new year be full of love and 
laughter! !! 



 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

January :      February:  

Barbara Yong - 4th   Theresa Cummings - 27th 

Deborah Hicks - 7th   Pam McKay - 20th 
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Calendar of Events 
January 5 & 6 Celia M Howard Annual Meeting 

January 7th  Deadline for Proposed Changes to the Legislative Platform due to  

   President Suarez 

February 1st  Applications to run for President Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership 
Representative and Membership Representative Alternate are due to Chair of 
Nominations, Tina Klein 

February 17th Proposed Changed to the Bylaws are due to Legislation Chair, Susan 
McGrath 

February 17th Articles due to Illinois Bulletin to Tina Klein 

March 3rd  Convention Reports due to Tina Klein 

March 8th  International Woman’s Day 

March 17th  Deadline for LO Achievement Award Applications due to President Suarez 

April 10   EQUAL PAY DAY Rally in Chicago   

April 20 - 22   IFBWC Annual Convention, Mt. Vernon IL  

 

For Local Organization events please go to the Google Calendar on the IFBWC website at 
www.ifbwc.org  
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Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID: __________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  ____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 
LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


